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Pana! AL to the offspring of 
friendſhip, the Editor is induced 
to conſider this piece in ſome mea- 
ſure a production of merit; and as 
ſuch, nothing can be more natural, 
than to ſeek a diſtinguiſhed noble- 
man to patronize the timid orphan, 
defend it from the darts of malice, 
and give it that equitable chance 
\, which is due to the works of the in- 
-) genious; who labour intenſely to en- 


— tertain and improve the public. 
a A This 


> DEDICA'FTON. 
This being the caſe, with pleaſure 
we look up to your lordſhip, who, 
mingling benevolence with the gran- 
deur of an elevated ſtation, entertain 
in your boſom a cultivated taſte for 
the arts of elegance; which, at the 
ſame time they are to be valued for 
their utility in exerciſing the talents 
of a numerous ſet of artiſts, ſerve to 
poliſn, engage, and humanize a great, 
war-like, free, and commercial peo- 
ple. Thus the ſciences are rendered 
worthy the regard of your lordſhip, 
as a great ſecretary of ſtate, to whom 
as a paſſport through a daring foe, I 
preſume to dedicate this allegory. 
As nothing is more eligible, my 
lord, to human creatures than free- 
dom, that invaluable blefling! yet 
| ſuch is the perverſion of things, that 
the beſt are liable to become the 
worſt, as the moſt ſalutary balm may 
prove a dangerous poiſon, Hence 
the favoured mortals who have eſ- 


caped the galling chains of ſlavery, 
too 


DEDFCATLION, $4 
too often fly on the borders of licen- 
tiouſneſs, break the ſacred fences of 
virtue, and loſe themſelves in the la- 
byrinths of vice. Oh, darling of the 
human heart, ſweet liberty ! why art 

thou adeceitful guide to ſuperiour be- 
ings? Man taught by thee glories in 
the dignity of his nature, and diſ- 
dains the curb of reſtraint. He longs 
to be a god; to graſp the ſceptre of 
independence, and to confeſs no law 
but that of his own fallacious will; 
which ſtimulated by every gale of 
paſſion, grows deaf to the ſoft {till 2 
voice of reaſon and duty. 
Hence when the hand of diſap- 
pointment tears down the vain air- 
built caſtle of eager hope; when vice 
inſinuates pain to wring the nerve 
gaily tuned to pleaſure, and folly. 
- ſends diſcontent to vex the heart of 
_ unſatisfied defire; nor the ſovereign, 
nor heaven itſelf, eſcapes the laſh of 
the preſumptuous ; as if heaven and 
the king were anſwerable for the 
Ka evils 


* DEDICATION. 
evils which own no father but folly 
and vice! But the ills of misfortune 
teach the leſſons of refignation to the 


ſons of obedience, while the bold 
and unprincipled love to vent their 


impatient ſpirit againſt every ſu- 
preme authority. 

But in a free- thinking free- acting 
age, ſhall titanic Faction lift its bold 
front unoppoſed againſt majeſty ? 
Shall there be none to ſtand up in 
defence of, virtue traduced? None 
to patronize the attempt, where 
filence muſt appear an ignoble cow- 
ardice? Yes, my lord, the loweſt of 
the ſons of genius has dared the ar- 
duous taſk! Your lordſhip's devo- 
tion to the Brunſwic line illuſtrious, 
your perſonal attachment to the moſt 
amiable of princes, and your ſacred 
regard both to prerogative and na- 
tural rights, delivered to poſterity by 
generous anceſtors; with your other 
ſhining qualities, naturally attract 
the Editor to inſcribe this allegory 


to 


DEDICATION. - - © 
to your lordſhip. And I am the 
more certain to aſſure myſelf it will 
not prove a diſpleaſing oblation, be- 
cauſe of that tendency which evi- 
dently appears running through the 
whole piece, to encourage loyalty, 
order, and pacific harmony; and ſup- 
preſs the daring impudence of ſelf- 
deſigning Faction. „ 

You ſee, my lord, we are not re- 
duced to the neceſſity of uſing the 
ſycophantic ſtrain; nor to ſooth the 
ear of patronage, have we tuned the 
| voice of praiſe to the ſoft lyre of adu- 
lation; for though ſo fair a field opens 
before us, we neglect to expatiate on 
the honour you have in being ſelect- 
ed by a great king, to ſuperintend an 
extenſive department, one of the firſt 
in rank and truſt; the execution of 
which demands talents as extenſive; 
and not only a perfect knowledge of 
the internal affairs of a complicated 
kingdom, but an experienced ſkill of 
foreign courts. That attainment can- 


aT not 
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not indeed be more uſefully perfect- 


ed than in a public character; but it 
would be needleſs to ſay, that your 


lordſhip has been a reſpected ambaſ- 
ſador to the moſt reſpectable courts 
of Europe : which has not only re- 
flected the higheſt reputation to your- 
ſelf, but likewiſe to the great ſove- 
reign whom it was your glory to 
repreſent. 

As monarchy, aſſiſted and equi- 
poiſed like that which proves the 


boaſt of Great Britain, is the beſt, 


the moſt perfect ſyſtem of govern- 


ment on the face of the globe; fide- 


lity to the prince in ſuch a ſtate muſt 
be granted a capital virtue, and the 


contrary a vice of the moſt odious 
nature; therefore I reflect upon your 


lordſhip” s loyalty and affection for 
the Wegen ſovereign on the 
throne with peculiar pleaſure: for 
however the wicked, the impover- 
iſhed, and the deſperate, may find 
or make their account in national 
diſtrac- 


% 
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diſtraction; the worthy, the ſenſible, 
and the opulent, naturally loving or- 
der, equity, and peace, clearly pene- 
trate into the deſtructive views of 
every ſeditious heart, though con- 
cealed beneath the well-looking cloak 
of coloured pretence; what they ſee - 
they deſpiſe; and what they diſpiſe, 
if occaſion ſhould: call, they will no- 
_ bly oppoſe, puniſh, and quell, with 
the arm of juſtice, and the ſpirit of 

duty. | 

On the other hand, concurring 
with the king's defire, we behold 
your lordſhip cheriſh a becoming re- 
gard for the civil and religious rights 
due to every Briton, which will be 
ſacredly handed down to poſterity 
unimpaired; ſave what turbulent 
Faction, creeping between the laws, 
forces on neceſſity, or hinges on ac- 
cident: for the iron ſway of lawleſs 
tyranny is equally your lordſhip's 
averſion, as the licentious clamour 
of popular ſedition ! 

1 The 
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The characters of this piece the 
world 1s left at liberty to explain as 
it thinks proper, and appoint modern 
names to every ſtriking likeneſs; but 
through whatever medium this alle- 
gory is beheld, whether looked upon 
as a political, or a work of inven- 
tion, in the honour of prefixing your 
lordſhip's name before it as a teſti- 
mony of awful eſteem, I am bound 
to confeſs an utter imbecility in my- 
ſelf, to delineate the outlines of your 
lordſhip's character; therefore I ſhall 
not preſume, by a forward attempt, 
to disfigure thoſe features my want 
of ſkill cannot portray ; but venerat- 
ing that excellence which I cannot 

_ deſcribe, and which tranſcends the 
filver pen of intention, I beg leave 
to acknowledge myſelf, with every 
due mark of reſpect, my lord, 


Your lordſhip's moſt devoted, 
And moſt obedient ſervant, 
THOMAS ROWE. 


„ 
Pp R E F A E E. 


Rehibald Np Eſq; the author 

of this work, deſired I would make 
it public, after his deceaſe, which ſoon 
happened. He ſaid, I have a right to 
prefer my ſentiments to the world, and 
thoſe who treat the offering with ran- 
cour, are the very tyrants they pretend 
to execrate. Related to an antient fami- 
ly, who gained its name and titles by 
ſaving its country, and who afterwards 
were nearly extinquiſhed in its defence, - 
liberty 1s my delight; but taught by 
Truth, licentious Faction, hid beneath 
the maſk of freedom, I deteſt. As I 
think, I write; not ſwayed by party, 
nor led by ſelf-intereſt. But if I am 


wrong, let me be refuted by candour, . 


not be mingled by aſſaſſinators.“ 

Thus agreeable to the deſire of a de- 
parted friend, Pasquin makes his ap- 
pearance, with all his faults, uncorrected 

by parental vigilance; and claims an or- 
Phan 8 privilege from a generous people, 
| Who, 


10 „„ 
who, bold to attack preſumption, love 
to guard the weak and ſubmiſſive. 

It is the province of friendſhip to 
mark its beauties. However, party may 
frown upon various paſſages, yet I ima- 
gine, the eye of taſte will be pleaſed at 
the ſpirit of invention, and the warmth 
of colouring, which runs through the 
whole piece, ſo uncommon to politics 
and the northern genius. In imitation 
of the great poets, he has interefted hea- 
ven and earth among his ſeveral charac- 
ters; and full of perſonification brought 
down angels and demons as actors in the 
buſy ſcene; like the grand machinery, 
- uſed by the antients, who made gods 

and goddeſſes take part in himan af- 
fairs, | „ 

Covered with the veil of allegory, the 
characters, whoever they be, for he left 
them to be gueſſed at, appear to be well 
drawn, according to the firſt ideas, which 
he lays down for a model. Thus pride 
being the character of Lucifer, he is 
drawn ſurrounded with pomp. Theſe 
characters may not point at particular 
perſons, but only ſerve to carry on the 
author's own ſentiments; and the OF 

1 tnen 
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then may be conſidered only as a work 
of ney. . - 
Where deſcription, imagery, and poe- 
tical drawings, aſk an elevated language, 
the diction is raiſed above the hiſtoric 
ſtyle; but in general he affects eaſy 
perſpicuity, brightened by a ſpirited ex- 
preſſion. Though he laſhes Faction, yet 
through the whole there breaths that 
ſpirit of freedom, which glories to ſteer - 
between ſlavery and licentiouſneſs. But 
if party will conſtrue it to a diſadvan- 
tage, and 1n its foe will own no beauty ; 
to the critic .of taſte the appeal is laid, 
who will not cloſe the eye of candour 
on its good tendency, and its active in- 
vention, but praiſe or condemn with 
impartiality. 


PERSONS. 


PERS 0 N 8. 


Seraphiel Chief of the guardian TOP? of Alta. 


: Prince of air, and of the demons 
Lucifer 1 who 70 he's rein. 
Facti . The demon principally employed for h 


that purpoſe. 

| Germ anes The ſecond, king of Alba. 
Alfred His ſon, t the nation's hope. 
Britannicus'The third, king of Alba. 
Zenobia His royal parent. 
Longinus The choſen friend of A. fred. 
Volpone The 3 miniſter of Germanes. 

Spanelli Tho obedient tool. 
1 diſſolute prięſt, under the garb o 
F urax 7 45 ty. 7 8 f | 


Paſquint The vifble ſubſtitute of Lucifer. 


Theſe 


Theſe Epigrams of the author's appeared ſame | 


time ago in the public papers. 


EPIGRAM TI 


8 Joey turn back, for you're all in the wrong, 
If you don't by my ſoul you'll repent it ere long. 
Thy plauſible muſe in the ſenate's but callow ! 
Thy friends find thee vain, and thy foes know thee 
ſhallow! e 5 : 
Tho? for popular fame your ambition is ſtriving, 


To a very bad market your hogs you are driving, 


EPIG RAM It: 


Ye grumblers who long at good places to ſnap, 
While Selfiſhneſs holds o'er your heads a fool's cap; 
Pray is not Sir Franky a coxcomb, a blockhead, 
Wanting moſt in his head, and much more in his 
pocket ? Phelim O' Blunatr. 


EPIGRAM II. 
If alderman Squint is a villain in grain, 


Whodelights both his God and his king to profane; 
Sure I am that his talents deſerve admiration, 


That have fill'd his lank purſe, and have bubbled 


the nation! 
EPIGRAM IV. 
And ſo the dire party to carry its farce on, 


A chaplain muſt have, and has got a prig'parſon; - 


But ought not the man to be hung high as Haman, 


Who pretends to ſerve God, while he's worſhipirg A 


Mammon? 


"ty 
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EPIGRAM V. 
On a great Temple. 


Oh, honour's temple, may'ſt thou ever be 

As open to the loyal as the free; 

May the licentious, as unholy things, 

Thoſe typhons of the age that war on kings, 
Find thy gates ſhut; nor on thy altar may 

The ſacrifice of party cloud the da: 
Let their high prieſt, impure to goodneſs blind, 
Now at thy altar no afylum find; 

Leſt ſome ſhould think the ſpirit's in the captious, 
And write up—here's the temple of the factious; 
Here enter who on neither ſide are hearty, 
For there's the idol of place-hunting party 


EPIGRAM VI. 
To the Lunnun, Tavern. 


Oh hol nowits night ſee they ſneek to their cavern, 
That den of odd creatures, which ſome call a 
tavern. a . =: 
Why what do they meet for? pray what are they 
doing ? | 
They tell you to ſave poor old Inglun from ruin! 
Alack, poor old women, you're fadly miſtaken, 
The places are gone, and you can't fave your 
bacon ! 
But the abſurdity mark for they pitch on an elf 
To ſave the whole ſtate, who has ruin'd himſelf! 
The archangels thus, for ambition's ſupport, 
Affronted their king, and were baniſh'd the court; 
Then they met at ſome cavern to machinate evil, 


** they choſe was a dam'd ſquinting 
; EPIGRAM 
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I wonder not Squint that a counſel's your friend; 
A lawyer knows beſt what will anſwer his end: 
Becauſe my lord Worthy became a lord chancellor, 
And fortune, that jilt, gave him freedom to han- 
ſel her, 8 : | | 
G--n fancies the gown of a judge he can fiſh up; 
If he does by my ſoul they ſhall make me a biſhop! 
And this proves a maxim from London to Seville, 
Fee a counſellor well and he'll plead for the devil. 


EPIGRAM VIII. 


Wrote by an Apple-IWoman in Dr. Freedom's 
Anniverſary Sermon, lately publiſhed, but 
never read, 


Say doctor, who wrote yourſelf into a pleuriſy, 

Pray was not the motive to catch.a fat curacy ? - 

Which refus'd to your pride, in your pulpit you 
mutter, 

And rattle the great, and at government ſputter ; 

Yet while in the roſtrum ſuch nonſenſe you're 
brewing, | | 

So maukiſh your tone is, you ſet us a 

But is it not, doctor, a much better action 

To teach us our duty, than babble out faction? 

And yearly, O monſt'rous ! ſuch nonſenſe to diſh 

up, ; , 

As no mortal will read from your clerk to the 
biſhop. f | | 
Pray what does the doctor deſerve for his ſermon ? 

Why—a flogging each year by the hands of a 


Carman. 
EPIGRAM 
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From Gotham Aa men did go 
Unto a certain place; 3 
And when they came it happen'd ſo, 
They ſaw the k---'s own face. 
'Then on their knees they down did drop, 
All in a ſtrange condition, | 


And in his lily-white hand did pop 
A very bold petition. 


| Now they to kiſs his hand did lack, 


Which he drew off—alas ! 


And while they ſtoop'd, he rurn'd bis back, 


And made them 
Then he triumphant marched off, 

Spurn'd worth ſhould fo chaſtiſe ye; 
As if he'd ſaid with noble ſcoff, 


Hence aſſes, I deſpiſe ye! 


EP TO RAMEX: 
The Battle of the Noſe. 


From party rage what dire diſaſters riſe! 
A knight for porkers fam'd, and wond”rous wiſe, 
Pulls juftice by the noſe, and makes him roar, 
But ſqueezes thin-made ſtarch inſtead of gore. 
As when ZEneas did, with horror ſtruck, 


From vocal tree a branch all bloody pluck : 


So at the prodigy amaz'd he flies, 


And mad as Nebuchadnezar ftamps and cries; Eo 


Like him is metamorphos'd to a brute, 
And his laſt human 10 unds remurmur Be: 
But his firſt brayings ſtill declare his heart, 
For roaring Wilkes he ſkips, and lets 
Then the Elkes cry, as thus he's doom'd to paſs, 
Poor thing — be once was M— who is now an aſs! 
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The ARGUMEN T. 


The ſubject propoſed. The addreſs. Lucifer, 
prince of air, reſolves the ruin of Alba, 
and pitches on Faction for the means. He 
aſſembles his peers. Serapbiel, the great 
ſubſtitute of Providence, having impri- 

ſoned Faction, and knowing the apoſtate's 
deſigns, takes him from his priſon to con- 
fine him in his camp. Belzebub quarrels 
with Lucifer, and with his party retires; 
but meeting Seraphiel going to immure 
Faction again, encounters S eraphiel, while 
Faction in the conflict eſcapes. 


E mine the arduous taſk to hand 

down to future ages the fall of 

direful Party, atchieved by heroic 
fortitude, though oppoſed by the rage of 
men, and the power of demons. And 
thou, Oh glorious miniſter of Providence, 
thou check and foe to haughty Lucifer, 
and guardian of Alba; O mighty Sera- 
phiel! as thou didſt ſuſtain the noble per- 
Vor. I. N ſonage 
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ſonage ſo permitted by heaven, O mayeſi 
thou illumine my better part, worthily to ñ⁵ 
declare thoſe celeſtial and terrene occur- 
rences relative to the grand event, which 
tranſcend a mortal's cognizance. | 

Tormented with the pang which Ma- 
lice feels in reiterated diſappointment, re- 
bellious Lucifer, that firſt of enemies to 
God and man, like a vulture hovered over 
Alba, the happy iſle of liberty, medi- 
tating future deſtruction, and revoly- | 
ing paſt calamities. Like a voraci- | 
ous beaſt of prey, gloomy, fierce, 
and unſocial, he hated fellowſhip, ſave 
when it feaſted his never-dying pride, 
and fanned his immoderate vanity. He 
reclined in a miſt-formed pavilion, con- 
cealed by the fleecy ſkirts of a dark 
cloud, which floating in mid-air* by his 
direction, tranſported him unſeen to va- 
rious regions. 

Whatever his ſoul imaged of ideal 
pleaſure, of former delights, of joys in 
ſtore for the obedient, ſoon changed to 
miſery ; becauſe exceſſive pride oppoſed 
the approach of contrition, and deſpair 
harraſſed wakeful thought; to lull which 
he occupied himſelf in evil, till it be- 
came his chief good, So wickedneſs de- | 

generates! | 
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generates Therefore the proud infernal 
was reſtleſs to plan and execute that miſ- 
chief, which the folly of man invited; 
and to which he was left unguarded by 
his adherence to Vice. 

As the apoſtate hung over Alba, he 
was ſtung with the reflection that his 
diabolic ſchemes for its ruin were effect- 
leſs, and that like a phoenix from its 
aſhes, it aroſe with beauty renewed, out 
of the misfortunes, with which, by his 
malignant wiles, it was fo often almoſt 
overwhelmed. Such is the will of his 
great ſuperior, whofe almighty power 
nothing can withſtand ; whoſe ſhield of 
defence ever protects the worthy, and 
whoſe all-beholding Providence diſſipates, 
in due time, the purpoſes of evil, 

He faid to himſelf, as through the vio- 


lence of fiery Rebellion, I had juſt re- 


duced the hated nation, favourite of Pro- 
vidence, to the brink of deſtruction; ſo 
by the miniſtry of crafty Faction, again 

I will ſtrive to deſtroy or render miſer- 
able this ſelected people, as I have ruin- 
ed all the globe beſide. And as Alba 
is more particularly protected by its 
guardian powers, who dare obſtruct my 


reign, the greater will be the glory of 


B 2 my 
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my triumph. If all heaven ſhould pour 


down upon me its legions, let them 
come; I defy the fawning crew, and wiſh 
nothing more than to meet again in 
arms him whom 0 wretched fate! 
But he conquered by that chance which 
ought to have given me victory. I like 
the horrors of ſuch a conflict, and ſhould 
rejoice to hurl world againſt world, 

though I myſelf became involved in the 
amazing devaſtation |! 

Pauſing a moment to enjoy the direful 
idea, he then broke forth; but ignomi- 
nious reflection, my beſt miniſter is held 
in vile durance : forbid it all the gods of 
hell, that he ſhould be abridged of tree- 
| dom. Liberty is the glorious birth- 
right of every being, nor ſhall the gods 
of hell be ſlaves. This to his teeth I will 
tell the tyrant if he dares oppoſe. 
ſaying, he called his ſwift-winged meſſen- 
ger, and commanded him to ſummon 
the demonic chiefs, to the mid-regions 
of the north, on a conſultation of great 
inner. 

Obedient to his command, the infernal 
courier retired, and ſpreading his broad 
wings to the 'boyant air, he flew with 
celerity 
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PAS U IN. . 
celerity through yielding clouds, to ſeek 
the diſperſed demons; but with cautious 
wing kept aloof from the brilliant haunts 
of guardian angels; too ſlow to diſtance, 
too dark to elude, and too feeble to op- 
poſe. Some of the demonic powers were 
employed in ſcattering over the globe 
direful natural evils, while the reſt intro- 
duced unnumbered moral evils in the 
human heart, to vitiate and debaſe the 
deathleſs ſoul. They irritate the paſſions, 
exalt the appetites, depreſs the rational 
faculty, and multiply temptation, by the 
means of luxury and voluptuouſneſs; till 
the finer ſenſe of pulchritude becomes 
abſorbed in that of carnality, x 

Often they formed violent parties 


againſt their chief, and boldly made an 


obſtinate ſtand for liberty, in a cauſe 
where both were wrong; till air trembled 
again with vaſt unnatural contentions. 
Chaos would ſtart up at the imitations 


of his own uproar, in the oppoſition of 
ſtorms, tempeſts, thunder, and lighten- 


ing; till both ſides heartily tired with 
tormenting each other to no purpoſe, 


would retire half diſcomfited: yet be 


ever ready to unite under their black 
B 3 general 
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general, 
God and man. 

Meantime his boſom ee with 
ſome great event, the king of devils com- 
manded his inferior ſpirits to erect a ſu- 
per council chamber amphitheatric. 
Accordingly the obedient powers, preg- 
nant of invention, drew forth a plan,* 
and then they modified the atmoſphere; 
for they had no other materials to work 
upon, which indeed they eaſily rendered 
ſufficient for their purpoſes. The at- 
tractive ſun draws in the clouds countleſs 
atoms, and ſeminal principles of all 
things in nature, by which they could 
form reſemblances of every thing on 
earth, though unable to imitate the glo- 
ries of immoral manſions from which 


they were expelled. 


Thus condenſing the plenteous parti- 
cles in the atmoſphere, ever gaining new 
ſupplies, they kneaded into appearance 
the moſt beautiful marble, ductile to 
their wiſhes, and eaſily ſwelled into co- 
lumns: while with gay profuſion, flowery 
feſtoons of living ſapphire, blooming 
rubies, diamonds, and every rich jewel, 


hung elegant beneath the capital, wreath- 


ed 


in the common cauſe againſt 


"ao 
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ed round the fluted ſhaft, or ſmiled half 
hid in the carved ' compartment, which 
ſhone with burniſhed gold in the od 
„ 

In the modeling a vain edifice, they 
found a ſhort tranſient relief from the 
pangs of a tortured ſoul; yet ever and 
anon they ſtarted back at the ſtab of 
ſudden remembrance, and image-like, 
ſtood fixed in recollective miſery ! So 
induſtrious is conſcience to afflict a 
wounded ſpirit! With the celerity of 
immortal powers, not retarded with limbs 
like human creatures, as by magic art, 
they ſoon completed a wonderous ſtruc- 


ture, of ſuch ſtupendous magnitude, that 
ſurpaſt the moſt magnificent temple, _ 


more than the loftieſt pyramid excels the 
ſmalleſt hovel of poverty. 

Now the grand amphitheatre bai 
perfected, the curious artificers, con- 
cordant to the will of their ſupreme head, 
ſurrounded the enormous pile with a vaſt 
cloud, darkly condenſed; through which 
the ſun could not penetrate; and decep- 
tive of guardian powers, appeared only 
a caſual rude vapour, wide ſpreading be- 
neath the cope of heaven. 


 -.. 
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At the appointed time, all the invit- 
ed powers, with their immenſe train of 
followers, aſſembled on the aerial plain, 
before the new-formed portico ſublime. 
Laſt came with frowning brow, and an- 
gry aſpect, the potent prince of devils 
Belzebub, ſupported by legions of infe- 
rior demons. Diſguſted with the pride 
of haughty Lucifer, himſelf almoſt as 
proud, he was lowered by the aſpiring 
ſuperiority of him, who gave up his ſe- 
condary throne 1n heaven, to be the firſt 
in hell. Full of ambition, Belzebub re- 
quired to partake at leaſt a ſceptre, which 
Lucifer ſcorned but to wield alone; for 
which he burned with envy and revenge 
againſt the indignant chief, who refuſed 
to ſhare a kingdom he thought not half 
ſufficient for his capacious over-bearing 
foul. However, not to create jealouſy 
before he was prepared for reſiſtance, 
" Belzebub buried diſſembled rancour, and 
met the multitude, deſirous of under- 
ſtanding what new project the chief had 
formed to diſplay his power, and more 
firmly fix on his gorgonic head the in- 


fernal diadem. 


They 
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They who conſtructed the prodigious 


edifice, and knew the appropriated 
thrones according to their ranks, con- 
ducted all the fallen angels to their due 
ſeats through the grand portico, with 
ſmall lighted tapers. When the whole 
body were aſſembled together, they were 
ſhut up in total darkneſs, which ſtruck 
a damp upon their ſpirits. At length 
the mighty ſultan was introduced unſeen, 
to his central throne: and lo! the mo- 
ment he was ſeated, a peal of thunder 
ſhook the palace to the foundation; ſwift 
lightening darted about his throne, and, 
by the force of magic, in the twinkling 
of an eye, millions of golden lamps be- 
came beautifully illuminated, ſhedding a 
luſtre more ſtriking than the rays of the 
ſun, and which dazzled the firmeſt eye 
of the delighted ſpectators: a ſweet feaſt 
for the father of pride and oſtentation. 
Beneath the over- arching dome, in the 
centre, was a throne, formed as of the 
moſt precious jewels; whoſe ſplendour re- 
fected from the burning lamps, breath- 
ing rich perfume, was an intolerable 
blaze of glory, too ſtrong at firſt for the 


ſtartled eyes of the K peers, who 


ſhouted 
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ſhouted aloud for joy at the preſence of 


the proud apoſtate. 

No created being can ſubſiſt without 
vehicle, and it was the wretched proper- 
ty of the fallen, to modulate their own 
forms, which they did out of the ele- 
ments of the terraqueous globe, as beſt 


ſuited their purpoſes, or bore the neareſt 
reſemblance to their nature. They aſ- 


ſume or throw off aerial bodies when 
they pleaſe, and imitating human ap- 
pearances, mingle among mortals; but 
the change requires time, which, 1f too 
ſudden, gives an agony which bears ana- 
logy to. that when a human foul quits its 
robe of fleſh. 

Ambition made the turgid ſultan ſtrive 
to imitate the inimitable attributes of the 
moſt high. Prepoſterous thought of a 
creature! Accordingly the chief traitor 
appeared in a monſtrous form, whoſe 
bulk enormous indicated almighty power, 
High towering from the vaſt baſis with 
ſuperior loftineſs, uproſe a' capacious 
globe, by a kind of neck ſupported. The 
vaſt eminence was. crowned. by a ſtarry 
diadem, glorious with glittering jewels: 
but to adumbrate the omnipreſence of 

| divinity, 
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divinity, * appear with a kind of ubi- 
quity, his globular head all round was 
filled with eyes, to behold at one view 
every part ot the divan; with ears to 
hear every thing that was ſaid, and 
mouths to make reply to every perſo- 
nage that ſpoke. 

Though his ſublime form dictated a 
horrible kind of veneration, and gained 
ſomething like the air of a terrific ma- 


jeſty, which reſults from ſuper-eminence 


in wickedneſs; yet he was utterly deſti- 


tude of the grace, elegance, and fine 


taſte, which ſpecificates a ſuperior ſoul 
undegraded. Such as the chief, ſuch 


were his followers ; who fabricating their 


own. exterior, appeared in a thouſand 
different ſhapes of deformity, in all its 
diffuſed poſſibility, Such are thoſe who 
not content in being what they are made 
by their creator, have in puniſhment of 
their folly the power as 1t were to make 
themſelves. _ 

Meantime Seraphiel, thi happy vice- 
roy of heaven, was not ignorant of Lu- 
citer's proceedings, over which the vigi- 
lant ſubſtitute kept a watchful eye. 1 he 


ambitious apoſtate, not ſatisfied with be- 
ing 


% 


ing the titular god of this world, was 
often checked in his . rebellious deſigns 
by Seraphiel, to whom he bore the moſt 
rancorous hatred, becauſe he nobly pre 
ſerved highly-favoured Alba from falling | 
under his ſubjection, as were the better 
quarters of the globe. | 

As. mighty Seraphiel, in his elegant 
air-created palace, wide ſpreading over 
the domains of ſea-ſurrounded Alba, was 
ſuperintending the buſy nation, diſpatch- 
ing various harbingers of good around 
irs extenſive dominions: as he was 
checking uſurpations; fruſtrating bad 
deſigns, and alleviating evil, he was in- 
formed that pernicious ſtraragems were 
_ hatching againſt Alba. 

Uniel demanding immediate audience, . 
the chief ſaid; What news from the 
revolters? to which he anſwered; Oh 
my lord, dreadful are the machinations 
of the infernals againſt Alba, in ſpite of 
all your power, which they will attempt 
to ſurprize, dare to attack, or venture 
to meet in battle. The releaſe of Fac- 
tion is their grand object for the deſtruc- 
tion of Alba, in whole 2 he is 

to 
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to be inſinuated by plauſible pretence, 
and by force of arms ſupported. 

Well haſt thou performed thy duty, 
he ſaid; let us go and circumvent them; 
oppoſe fraud to fraud, and power to 
power, beſt ſuitable ro the purpoſes of 
government. So ſaying, he pondered 
for a moment; then he cried, follow me 
ye faithful; and he directed. his impor- 
tant ſteps to his car of ſpeed, which al- 
ways waited occaſion. Mounting the 

olden ſeat, he flew like an arrow through 
the yielding clouds, ſupported by a 
choice band of angels; and he aimed 
his rapid courſe to the dark extremity 
of the ſolar ſyſtem, where he had long 
before impriſoned the foul-fiend Faction, 
with his dire companions; national Diſ- 
cord, impious Treaſon, ferocious Rebel- 
lion, and outragious Anarchy. | 

The priſon was formed of aqueous 
particles, congealed into ſolid ſubſtance, 
by the petrific mace of ſteril froſt, and 
encruſted with tenfold coats of ever- 
added ſnow, that defied the very ſun. 
Deep within was a ipacious dungeon, 
lined with diſmal darkneſs; the entrance 
to which was a gate, of icy adament, 
with 
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with ponderous bars ſecured, that elud- 
ed the ſubtilty of cunning, and defied 
the arm of ſtrength. Here ſurrounded 
with exceſſive cold, and fettered with 
rankling chains, were confined the de- 
mon of Faction, and his ſhivering crew, 
who employed their painful moments in 
revilings, threats, and exccrations, againſt 
heaven and his choſen ſervant Seraphiel; 
clanging their chains in the rude com- 
munity of effectleſs malice. Then, as 
none elſe were preſent, they quarrelled 
among themſelves, in all the bitterneſs 
of anger, inflicting on each other the 
puniſhment due to malignity, amidſt 
confuſion, uproar, and unappeaſable tu- 
mult! 

Hither poſted Seraphiel. At his po- 
tent command the huge bolts thundered 
back, and the thickſet bars rattled on 
the ground. The vaſt gate on ruſty hin- 
ges turning with diſmal groans, admitted 
the noble angel, whoſe ſuperior preſence 
had the virtue to emit ſufficient rays of 
light, to diſcover the dungeon of Fac- 
tion, who concealed himſelf from an aſ- 
pect he dreaded. Him Seraphiel ſeized, 
and dragged to light, bound in chains. 

| . Placing 
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' Placing the hated power ſecure beneath 
his footſtep, he mounted his chariot, and 
ruſhed back again with the celerity of a 


ſhooting ſtar, that marks its paſſage with 
a train of light, and draws the gazing 
eye of wonder. Yes, ſaid Seraphiel to 


his officers, we will impriſon Faction for 


greater ſecurity in our flying camp, which 
the Pandemoniums dare not attack. 
Now the infernal council being con- 
vened, and perfected by the ſlow- paced 
entrance of Belzebub, who hardly allow- 
ing an equal, could not brook a ſuperior, 
but harboured envy and malice in his 


boſom. Then terribly ſublime, the king 
of all the Tartarean gods, blazing with | 
adventitious glory, ſtood up in his daz- 


zling throne; and bowing with affected 
humility, he thus aſſumed ſpeech, as 
when deep-toned thunders grumble from 
afar; and thus, he ſpoke, while all the 
divan was wrapt in ſilent attention, more 
awful than the cedar groves of Libanus, 
beneath the calm ſolemn moon, ſhed- 


ding mild luſtre amidſt the gloomy ſtil- 


neſs. „ 
When, ye great dominations, in right 
of conqueſt, I took poſſeſſion of my 
kingdom, 
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kingdom, I forced dete conceſſions from 
tyrant Jehovah, that he would ever con- 
feſs me the prince of air, and god of 
this world; and yet, deteſted thought, 
he and his flaves have dared to diſturb 
our reign! But he-ſhall hear from me! 
He ſhall know I will be equal to the 
moſt high! Periſh the vile thought that 

we ſhould tamely ſuffer all his proud in- 
dignities! No, ye god-like peers, we 
will aſſert our independent ſceptre; the 
ſons of earth ſhall pay us divine homage, 
and I will be a god indeed! 

While he made a full ſtop to invite 
applauſe, Belzebub ſtood erect, ſo in- 
ſpired by envy; and elevating himſelf 
above the reſt, to a level with the lofty 

ſultan, he erte aloud, with ſcornful re- 
| petition—You be a god! inſufferable 
pride! Can you, O ye glorious peers, 
endure ſuch vile indignity, ſuch inſults 
from your equal, who to your face even 
threatens to make you ſlaves, and be 
your god? Threaten did I ſay, O! 
direful miſtake; when he has done the 
deed, and ſtands confeſt the tyrant he 
threatened! Oh wonder paſt 4 
| that 
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that ſuch noble powers ſhould tamely 
ſubmit to ſuch uſurpation ! 

If the proud fiend is ſuperior; he is 
only marked by craft and falſehood. His 
genius, as if conſcious of littleneſs, ſub- 
mits to groveling baſeneſs, that works 
its low way beneath, till · it circumvents 
the nobler ſpirit of generoſity ; which, 
void of ſuſpicion, carries in 1ts errors a 
kind of dignity ſuperior to the ſucceſs 
of the ſly deceptions of undermining 
cunning. _ | 
As a leader was neceſſary, we ſuffered 

him to be our captain; but why our 
king and god? But Oh, ye princes, 
what have we gained by following his 
counſel! I poſitively aſſert, that we 
ſhould have been more happy, rejecting 
his oily plauſibility, had we followed the 
direction of the meaneſt among the fal- 
len. Fallen indeed! from what a height 
of glory; to what a depth of dark miſery! 
and for whom fallen? O ye virtues, it 
ſmites me to think for him, and by his 
ſpecious deluſions! With what . ſhame 
my tortured foul recollects the horrors 
of our expulſion! But deep buried in 
oblivion be the cruel remembrance, 
I. | 8 | which 


have ſpread univerſal deſolation. 
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which wrings iron tears from my ſoul, 
while generous diſdain riſes in my heart 
ainſt that great evil to himſelf, and 
cauſe of ill to all others. 
O thou father of lies, what did not 
thy traiterous mouth utter, till you made 
the too credulous angels believe that Je- 


hovah was a tyrant! Fancying thee a ſuf- 


ferer, out of generous principles wrong- 
ly placed, we reſolved to ſupport thee, 


blind to thy fell ambition. We kept 


our word with fatal intrepidity, aſhamed 


to return, But had we left the vile 


apoſtate to his fate, and returned obedi- 
ent to divine invitation, inſtead of this 
miſery which lacerates our ſouls, we 
ſhould now be in poſſeſſion of immortal 
felicity. _ Wo” 
Was not this bold ingrate raiſed next 


to deity? Next, O ye ſeraphims, would 


not ſatisfy his inſatiate mind: he would 


be a god, or nothing. Nay, when a god, 


he would have none other god but him- 
ſelf! What then could univerſe have 
expected? Let me tell you, O ye angels; 


he would have been then as he tries to 


be now, an abſolute tyrant; and would 
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With caution then, ye princes of 
Acheron, truſt the old deceiver. For 
my part, ſuffering ſo much above, I ſhall 
be very backward to countenance his 
tyrany below. If thou, O evil one, haſt 
dugght for public benefit to propoſe, ad- 


j viſe---but not command. For to thy 


face I declare, myſelf and my legions 
will oppoſe thy uſurpation. For why, 
O eminent in falſehvod, ſhouldſt thou 


be raifed above thy peers? And tell 
"XZ us, O haughty one, if thou canſt, for 


ſuch pre-eminence=———what haſt thou 
done? „ Eg 
What have J not done, Oh invidious? 
7 replied the galled chief, as he reared 
2 himſelf, furious as a tempeſt burſting 
from enormous clouds; and pauſing a 
moment, he fixed a dreadful eye on the 
unflinching foe, and thus proceeded, 
ſmothering anger beneath the ſmile of 
deluſion, | 

- Oh honoured dominations, this migh- 
ty prince of words, but tame of deeds, 
calls me tyrant. Fooliſh flaſh of words, 
calculated to fire the paſſions, but not 


J inform the underſtanding! You elected 


me your captain; if I had refuſed the 
3 C2 honour, 
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honour, ind had given it to this _ | 
mountain, how he would have 1 1 
How ye would have ſtared! How all 
things would have gone to ruin! But 
he may be equal to great affairs, though 9 
it muſt be confeſt, he has ever been very 
back ward in his atchievements. . 
You demand, O Belzebub, to know 
what I have done. Oh fooliſh to thy- | 
ſelf, thou giveſt me occaſion unſaught | 
to boaſt, and envy ſhall ſting thee in the 4 
painful recital. Aſmodeous cried, let us 
have no more contention : conclude the if 1 5 
buſineſs, not waſte time in captious de- 4 1 
bates. But Lucifer OE, thus 1 
proceeded : 1 | 
Needleſs, O illuſtrious progeny of | 4 
heaven, will it prove for me to tire your 3 
Patience with what I dared, and what I 
did. Behold, O miſcreant, the ſears 1 
which the arm called almighty cauſed 
in my very eſſence, by celeſtial words, 
in that dread hour of conflict, when 
ſingly I oppoſed myſelf (for thou, Oh 
coward, waſt fled) to him whom his flat-⸗ Y 
terers ſtyle omnipotent. Yes, I boldly 
withſtood his thunders; flaſhed back 
again his lightening ; Z received his di- 
vine 
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vine wrath from etherial ſpears, driving 
„through my ſhield; while fearleſs I an- 
3 W frercd ſtroke for ſtroke, ſtopping the 
4 furious victor that you might eſcape. 
1 And eſcape you did, howling in mere 
cowardice] But how doſt thou reward 
3 the arm that protected thee! But no 
more of that! Was it to do again, O 
dominations, for your ſakes, I would 
8 ſtand the force of all the univerſe in 
3 arms! 
= Yet, O Belzebub, let me refreſh your 
l ſhort memory, of what I did relative to 
Alba, as you have a bad remembrance, 
Indeed that is a bad memory which loves 
4 | to forget all its obligations! And .how- 
4 | ever you may term me the father of 
lies, this I muſt ſay, that you ſeldom 
| ſhame me by your adherence to truth. 
I Thus, whoever did it, certain it is, much 
1s done. 
| Sharp at return, Belzebub replied ; 
much indeed is done! but what then ? 
| | to what purpoſe but that of loſing good 
and finding evil! Fine exchange indeed! 
Better do nothing, when by doing a 
oreat deal, nothing comes of it but 
miſchief! - Pierced at his bitter ſarcaſms, 
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he replied: there is, Oh daſtard, a merit 
in Like nobly, though unproſperous, F 
that tranſcends the ſucceſs of meaner 
attempts; but is much ſuperior to that 
vile indolence, which timid to venture, 
even lofes its due, or holds a precarious 
" poſſeſſion of its right. 2 
Who was it but I that involved the 
Albans in the flavery of prieſt-craft? i 
and when by their guardian powers they | 
were extricated, did not I myſelf intro- 
duce among the licentious rabble, the 
ſpirit of faction? Who ſowed ſtrife in 
their hearts; lighted the burning coals 
of difſention, and fired them with fac- 
tious enthuſiaſm; till by Rebellion, they 
ſet the kingdom in a terrible conflagrati- 
on; by which anarchy and deſpotiſm were 
for ſome time eſtabliſhed. Who was it 
but I that inſpired the bold uſurper with 
ambition? 5 
There, replied Belzebub, I grant that 
you was in your province, and your re- 
bellion in heaven was but a type of 
what you planned in hell. What, an- 
ſwered the bold chief, was the conſe- 
quence of this political ſtroke ? Was I 


ignorant to follow the ſucceſs I ſet on 


foot! ? 
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foot? Did I not incorporate my ſpirit 
with the inſtrument I raiſed, till from an 
emblem, he became almoſt me? So 
dexterous was his hypocriſy; ſo deep his 
cunning, and ſo keen his malice! Yes, 
I gave him ambition that laughed at 
danger, and a policy that mocked the 

heaven he was ſo ardent to implore. 
Crown me then with lawrels, for I 
would never let him reſt, till he ſtruck 
the boldeſt ſtroke ever acted by man, in 
decollating his ſovereign, and ſeating 
himſelf on his throne; where he became 
the moſt abſolute tyrant, Yet this day 
I am called in queſtion about what I did! 

Now of what I would do, 
When Germanes aſcended the throne 
of his father, I ſaw he had the nation's 
good but indifferently at heart ; was con- 
tented to carry a few narrow ſelf-points, 
and then things might go the beſt they 
could. The grand object of his atten- 
tion was to drain the people of their 
wealth; ſtill to indulge a ſmall humour 
and a taſte, not directed by any thing 
that had a tincture of magnanimity. Let 
his main tendency was not criminal, nor 
his deſigns full of enormous malignity. 
4 To 
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To fit ſuch a perſonage. with a mini- 
| ſter who had no ties, and who was the 
likelieſt to ſap the foundation of hated 
Alba, required profound ſkill. And 
who was there to undertake that taſk 
but myſelf? J am ſenſible you all could 
have ſucceeded, but ſtill none did; no 
one dared the attempt; which 1s tanta- 
mount to incapacity. Accordingly from 
all the keeneſt politicians, I ſelected the 
plauſible Volpone, who by nature was 
crafty, ambitious, and ſenſible; a plain 
orator, and of pliable paſſions. His love 
of power ſwallowed up his diſpoſition 
to voluptuous pleaſure, and he had ſuf- 
ficient command of himſelf to make the 
leſſer vices of his heart give way to the 
greater. Thus from the principles of 
vice he was often virtuous. 

To this he had nothing great or ſtrik- 
ing in his ſoul; and while he was igno- 
rant, and incapable of fitly preſiding over 
the complicated affairs 'of a great go- 
vernment, I made him ſhamefully blun- 
der in his high office. Thus he neglect- 
ed things of vaſt importance, and bent 


all the powers of his mind to keep him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf in power; to ſupply his king _ 
gold, and bribe. his enemies. 

Him I have fitly inſpired; and now 
let us ſuddenly attack the ſtrong durance, 

which holds our great aſſerter F action; 
and ſend him with the congenial demon 
party, to preſide over Alba; who may 
inflame the people, and join or oppoſe 

Volpone, as occaſion ſuits. Nothing 
from this determination, which ſpeaks 
for itſelf, can be hazarded, but much 
may be expected. ] ſee as it were pro- 
phetically, the diſtraction in which party 
will throw the nation, and brighten our 
triumph. 

Lucifer ended with a ſmile of ſelf- 
complacency, and fat down on his royal 
throne ; while his motion was received 
with univerſal applauſe. Meantime Bel- 
zebub ruminating the ſharp reproach, 
which like a dagger was hurled at his 
boſom for non-performance, the galled 
prince, while they were debating, reſolv- 
ed to attempt the releaſe of F action, and 
with his aſſociates he withdrew. | 

Immediately in his abſence his foes 
took him to pieces ; criticiſed his words, 


actions, and geſtures; ; daſtardly ſecure 
beneath 
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beneath the roof of concealment. His 


character underwent the ſevereſt ſcrutiny, 


and was ſtabbed in the dark by conceal- 
ed malice, at a time he was endeavour- 
ing to deſerve thejr approbation. Such 
is the nature of fiends ! 

As Belzebub was hurrying with his deſ- 
perate band, to the priſon of thick-rib- 
bed ice, they overtook Seraphiel lightly 
guarded, and perceived Faction amidſt 
them ſecured, Now, ſaid Belzebub, be- 
hold a lucky opportunity offers, which 
let us embrace; attack our unprovided 
foes, and releaſe our friend; wipe off re- 
proach, -and gain immortal honour. So 
_ ſaying, he drew his flaſhing - ſword, led 
the way, his band eager to follow, and 
ruſhed fiercely towards Seraphiel, who 
received him on his moony ſhield with 
intrepidity; like an immoveable rock, 
which ſtands unſhaken at once the force 
of outragious ſtorms, the burſt of thun- 
der, the lightening's flaſh above, and be- 
low the headſtrong impetuoſity of foam- 
ing billows, daſhing furious againſt its 
baſis, | 

Though ſurrounded with countleſs 
numbers, ſuch is the divine vigour of 

goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, it gains a ſpirit above itſelf, 
and riſes ſuperior to oppreſſion Fire- 
eyed Belzebub ruſhed on the guard of 
Faction, and as he overturned oppoſers, 
he wrapt them round with thick clouds, 
and bound them as priſoners to be pu- 
niſhed at leiſure. So the poiſonaus ſpi- 
der folds his fluttering prey, in the filmy 
nets he ſpins for their deſtruction; and 
dragging them to his webby cave, feaſts 
ſecurely on the incautious. Then Sera- 
phiel turned ſingly towards the hoſtile 
chief, and provoked his worſt. 
Spreading his vulture wings, proud 
Belzebub, lion-hearted, approached ; but 


was accoſted by Seraphiel in ſuch a 


manner, as made him rue a meeting ſo 
diſgraceful, They met together with a 
deſperate ſhock, as when two large men 
of war fall foul of each other, driven by 
a ſtrong current, and forced by rapid 
winds. But as a lion ſoon overturns a 
camel, Seraphiel laid the black prince 
proſtrate at his feet, which his faithful 
band witneſſing, they puſhed in and ſav- 
ed him from further diſhonour, though 


ſorely wounded and terrified, 


In 


Fl 
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In the conflict Faction eſcaped, which 
Belzebub beholding, he retreated back. 
Seraphiel would have perſued him, and 
chaſtiſed his inſolence, but a meſſenger 

from heaven arriving ſtopped his career, 
and he conducted him in peace to his 
royal palace. . 
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BOOK the SECOND. 


The ARGUMENT. 

B elzebub retreats to the council, Fa@ion 
 contratts himſelf, and concealing his per- 
ſon, tries his boaſted power on the con- 
tending chiefs. © He ſets them at vari- 
ance, and juſt as Belzebub is going to 
attack Lucifer, he catches back his lifted 
arm, and diſcovering himſelf, reconciles 
the angry chiefs. The council reſolves to 
embroil Alba, and depute the taſe to 
Faction and Party; whoſe charge given, 
Lucifer mounts bis cloud. formed chariot, 
and taking Faction, deſcends in the great 
iſland of Alba. They begin their fatal 
office inviſibly around the royal palace. 


VIC E, {till reſtleſs in its nature, is 


more deliberate to concert, and 


more forcible to puſh on wicked pur- 
poſes, than Virtue is induſtrious to coun- 
teract its baſe deſigns, or hearty to pe 

form required acts of goodneſs. Scill 


the 


\ 


46 PASQUIN. 
the infernal aſſembly were waſting time 
in debating who ſhould direct the enter- 
priſe, as the whole force of Seraphiel 
might endeavour to raiſe the intended 
fiege, and in turn attack the attackers. 
Faction diſguiſed himſelf by contraction, 
and arriving at the portico, when Belze- 
bub was entering to give an account of 
his expedition, he mingled in his band 
unknown; and proud of his power, re- 
ſolved to try and publiſh its efficacy on 
the rival princes. In their congenial 
hearts, fit recepticles, he ſhot a large 
portion of his venom, which ſoon took 
effect; for when Belzebub ſeated him- 
ſelf, Lucifer thus ſaid, tauntingly: 
That you deſerted us when we talked 
of battle, was natural to your prudent 
character, Ol Belzebub; but your re- 
turn moves my wonder; and we hope 
nothing has frightened you back among 
us for protection. Came you to give 
more advice? Forward at that; in fight 
who is more backward? Yet it moves 
my wonder that a perſonage ſhould dread 
a battle, who can run away faſter than 
any among us. To which, fire ſparkling 
in his angry eyes, Belzebub thus darted 
| quick 
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quick reply; as when a gauled archer 
ſends back on his foe a pointed ſwift- 
whizzing meſſenger from his twanging 

bow. | | 
If I want courage to abuſe thoſe whom 
my baſe ambition reduced, I know where 
to yield the palm; yet in nothing that 
bears the ſemblance of real grandeur 
will I give place to thee. But know, 
proud inſulter, that while your prudence 
loſt the precious moments in cavalling, 
I went and did the deed. After attack- 
ing the guard of Seraphiel, I challeng- 
ed him to ſingle combat, and boldly 
braved his worſt——and——but I ſcorn 
like you to boaſt; let my deeds ſpeak 
my praiſe. I have releaſed immortal 
Faction! And yet nothing can be done 
but by you! O braggard, where will 
be the end of thy noiſy boaſts, and empty 

vaunts ? 2 
You releaſe Faction! ſaid Lucifer; 
but where is he? Why did you not 
bring him to our longing arms? that 
indeed would have been ſomething to 
have cleared thy fame. Thou, indeed, 
art not an artiſt at lying. You have the 
will, but want the capacity. But I pe- 
netrate 


PiA SA ul 
netrate the ſhallow drift of thy envy. 
Fearful I ſhould have the glory of lead- 


ing this victorious army: to reſcue our 
great aſſerter from bondage, you have 


betrayed our counſels, when you deſert- 


ed the conſultation ; and now you retard 
our glory, that the foe may be prepared. 
Therefore, O varlet, betrayer of the 
cauſe, J arreſt thee for rebellion. 

With eyes red glowing like a furnace, 
up ftarted Belzebub, and thundered re- 
ply ; as when a ſudden ſquall of wind, 
from - between two high mountains, 
ruſhes on a firſt rate man of war, and 
rattles in the groaning cordage : Proud 
tyrant, he ſaid, as from the ſcabbard he 
half drew his ſcimeter, let none of thy 
ſlaves venture the wind of my weapon; 
by my immortal ſelf I ſwear, the honour- 
ed preſence of theſe princes ſhall be no 
ſanction * to their audacity, for I will 
cleave them down the moment they dare 
to ſtir againſt me. 

I appeal to you, Oh impartial princes; 
not allow him to be my judge. When 
1 left the council, while yon thing was 
trumpeting his own fame, I formed a 
deſign to releaſe Faction. Fearleſs, I deſ- 
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piſed danger when met, without need- 


leſly courting its fury. In my paſſage 
I was fo fortunate to meet my foe, bear- 
ing our friend to bondage. Seraphiel I 
fiercely attacked, which, in the confuſi- 
on, made way for bold Faction to eſ- 
cape, and that being my point in view, 
I directly returned; for the truth of 
which my whole band can witneſs. 
Hear me, ye cajoled peers, impatient 
Lucifer replied: his band witneſs! O 
my ſoul! the creatures that he ſuborned 
Fa that purpoſe! Why Belzebub, what 
doſt thou ve us for, to foiſt on us 
ſuch trumpe Ye peers, is it to be 
allowed, that is ſame demon, whom 
we all know, without knowing any 
thing worth knowing of him; that he, 
and a few followers, the meaneſt of our 
ſubjects, had courage to ſtand the con- 


flagrating front of Seraphiel and his va- 


liant army ? and that ſuch a pitiful rab- 


ble ſhould carry their point victorious ? 


It is abſurd to ſuppoſe it, and an affront 
to offer it to belief, for which 1 8 
his chaſtiſement. 

To which fell Belzebub thus recrimi- 
nated: Thou execrable cauſe of all we 
ſuffer, and origin of evil, wretch baſe 
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and ungrateful, for whoſe protection I 
fell — Oh fall how deplorable! from 
glory to exceſs of calamity : thou only | 
Pproclaimeſt by thy treatment of me, 


how thou wouldſt enſlave every indivi- 
dual. Wiſely doſt thou refrain from 


touching my perſon, but by the ſcurri- 


lity of thy opprobious tongue; and ſafely 
thou calleſt on others to.do the dirty 


work of thy malignity. 


But hear me, deteſted monſter; hear 
and tremble; and be, ye gods of hell, 
witneſs of my contempt. Thee, Lucifer, 
I challenge to ſingle combat; or with 
choſen parties to meet in the clouds, 
where we may, before theſe auguſt jud- 
ges, diſplay at once our ſtrength, contri- 
vance, and our courage; for nothing elſe 
will pacify my juſt anger, though in the 
great conflict I ſhall forfeit my exiſtence! 
O happy for us all had we never been 
created, or. after offence given been an- 
nihilated ! 

Yes I will meet thy worſt, armed with 
loud burſting thunder bolts, and all the 


_ artillery of heaven. Come ye prodigi- 


ous tempeſts, and bring your many- 
pointed lances of ſoyl-piercing lighten- 
| 5 ing! 
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ing! Oh aid me, horrific Chaos, and 
reach me ſo to compound thy jarring 


elements, that like a god I may cruſh to 


non- exiſtence, and rid the univerſe of its 
foe; for in him all evil will die; and by 
his fall goodneſs reviving, may lead us 
to happy manſions! Then let me over- 
„ him with oceans; or inſtruc me 

ull down the burning ſun on his 
ha head; to deſtroy all order, and 


_ daſhing world againſt world, bury us all 


together i in univerſal deſtruction, 

At this direful invocation, the gods of 
hell trembled; Lucifer ſhuddered with 
mingled horror, courage, pride, and diſ- 
may; and thus expreſt himſelf: O moſt 
infernal, well mayeſt thou call upon 
Chaos to cope. with me : I laugh at, not 
accept thy defiance: for dareſt thou think 
even thy demolition worthy my arm ? 
No wretch,'I ſhall take meaſures more 
becoming my imperial dignity. Thou 
ſhalt ſmart under Ns rod of chaſtiſement. 

It is for all your honour, ye powers, 


that I take this neceſſary ſtep, to aſſert 


ourſelves, and vindicate our government; 
elſe confuſion would diſtract us, and we 
ſhould be trampled under foot, by the 

"HE 2 meaneſt 
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meaneſt varlet of our kingdom. Know 
then, dire diſturber, it is you, O Belze- 
bub, to whom I ſpeak! know I condemn 
thee. Seize him, ye guards, proud Lu- 
cifer cried aloud, and ſtarted from his 
throne to ſupport his commands. The 
agitated divan now remurmured in con- 
fuſion, as when the bold conſpirators 
ſtruck down the gallant Roman at the 
foot of Pompey; the ſenators aſtoniſhed 
flying this way and that, in the utmoſt 
trepidation, 

Then up an eminence before the won- 
dering aſſembly, ſome on one ſide, ſome 
on another, courageous Belzebub ſprung, 
and all eyes were fixed upon him. With 
the voice of roaring winds he cried aloud; 
ye gods it is- juſt I ſhould proclaim my- 
ſelf, and lower the imperiouſneſs of cruel 
pride. Boaſtful and ſubdolous, he calis on 
his creatures to carry on the threats he 
dares not attempt, while I rely on myſelf 
and the juſtice of my cauſe. 

So ſaying, he poiſed in his ready well- 
aiming hand a wonderous javelin, whoſe 
curious ſhaft, as with a living ſpirit 
actuated, could continue its firſt impulſe, 


working with {prings curiouſly diſpoſed ; 
while 
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while its ſhoulder aſſiſted with plumy 
wings, accelerated and guided motion 
certain to the mark. The keen point, 


ſharp to pierce the inmoſt ſoul, was 
touched with corroding poiſon. Look- 


ing uncommon vengeance, he drove back 


his brawny arm with deep recoil, and 
ſtood in act to dart the potent ſpear deep 
in the boſom of Lucifer, who ſhrunk 


_ painfully apprehenſive; while every ſpec- 


tator ſtarted in attitudes of wonderous 
expectation, not daring to interfere, 
But lo! ſtrong- handed Faction caught 
hold of his deſperate arm, and at once 
prevented the deed, and roſe into viſibi- 
lity! Stop, he cried, ſtop thy raſh hand, 
O valiant Belzebub, nor to illuſtrate thy 
undoubted courage, ruſh into rebellion. 
It was I, Oh Lucifer, that fired him to 
this raſhneſs. It was I, O Belzebub, that 
moved the potent prince of hell to me- 
nace thee, to convince you all, Oh ye 
gods, and you two 1n particular, Oh ye 
chiefs, more intimately of my power, 
that you ſhall the more heartily concur 
in eſtabliſhing me over Alba. 
Come, come, ſaid the demon Indo- 
lence, keep not ſuch a pother with your 
2 valorous 


itſelf. Be reconciled. Be united. Re- 
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valorous ſpirits : let me calm the fury | 
Faction raiſed; nor let his power.overact 


pulſe follows where diviſion leads. Vic- 
tory fits on the ſhield of union, and glory MM 
points the ſpear of fellowſhip. He aid, 
and reclined on the palate of eaſe. The 
tempeſt in the hero's boſoms ſubſided by 
degrees; anger cooled, and judgment re- 
vived in proportion as the heat of rage 
loſt its fervid power to boil the blood; 
while unwonted peace ſoftened the rug- 
ged brows of all the aſſembly. So when 
aſſociated head-ſtrong youth, warmed by 
wine, are eaſily heated to the noiſy quar- 
rels of brawling diſpute, while fury ſnat- 
ches forth the gleaming ſword; if haply 
ſome lovely female appears, her bloom- 
ing beauty, and the muſic of her voice, 
ſhall calm to filence every diſpute, and 
ſoon eſtabliſh friendly harmony. 
After Faction ſpoke, he grew more 
and more into bulk, towering above the 
reſt enormous. Lucifer cried, thrice 
welcome, O energic Faction: at ſight of 
thee be animoſity extinguiſhed among 
ourſelves, more violent to rage among 
our enemies. For the common cauſe I 
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forgive all affronts; and though ſtyled 
the proudeſt of the Nene require no 
ſubmiſſions. No, faid the half pacified 


Belzebub, you deſerve none. What I 


faid was the words of truth, ever grat- 
ing to your ear. Yes, rejoined Faction, 
I was releaſed by the ſtruggle of Belze- 
bub, who deſerved a better fate; for he 
fell beneath the foot of the foe. Bur, 
retorted the angry chief, you are igno- 
nant how I was extricated : how indeed 
ſhould you know; for you ran away and 
left him who delivered you in the lurch. 

It is ſufficient, ſaid Lucifer, that he 
is ſafe among us. Let us recur to buſi- 
neſs, before we be attacked by the vigi- 
lant Seraphiel. Then moſt important 
Faction, we require of thee and thy ſe- 
cond-ſelf Party, to embroil again the 
Alban nation. Go thou, and by our 1n- 


fluence aſſiſted, fix the ſubtile Volpone 


in the miniſterial chair, while Germanes 

holds the ſceptre. | 
From time to time I ſhall vifit Alba, 
and breath into the heart of Volpone 
ſuch inſpirations of my nature, that ſly 
craft, and narrow cunning, ſhall be his 
wiſdom ; by which he ſhall trick a de- 
D 4 luded 
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luded people, not govern, till he has i 
drained the conſtitution of its vital prin- 
ciples, and brought on incurable diſor- 
ders. Yes, I will fill him with narrow 
ambition, that creeping, baſc, and un- 
dermining, to attain its ſelfiſn purpoſes, 
he ſhall have nothing great, elevated, and 
grand, to countenance the godlike error. 
In the mean time be thou, O energic 
aſſiſtant, buſy in forming head- ſtrong 
parties. Give them ſome nickname to 
diſtinguiſh them, and but at preſent we 
cannot mingle religious diſturbance, elſe 
that of all things promotes the greateſt 
national diſcord. Inflame each party with 
the ſpirit of rancour. Blind their eyes, 
and deafen their ears with perpetual to- 
pics of liberty, property, ſlavery and pa- 
triotiſm. Make all the great ſcramble 
for power, honour and profit, and work 
up diviſions, till every boſom boils with 
the ſpirit of animoſity. 
The chief ended, while conſenting ap- 
plauſe re-echoed through the infernal di- 
van. Glad of his office, Faction cried 
with pleaſure, I obey; and immediately 
Lucifer riſing, called for his chariot. 


T hen ſmiling with malignant ſatisfaction 
that 


M IS ab 
that made the heavens ſhudder, he march- 
ed ſublime through the opening ranks of 
aerial powers, falling back at his terrific 
approach ; while as he paſt applauding 
ſhouts attending his proud paſſage, echo- 
ed round the golden dome ſuperb. 

With pride that mimicked condeſ- 
cenſion, ſwelling with half-concealed va- 
nity, he beckoned Faction, and took him 
into his ſhining carr. The whole appa- 
ratus being ſcreaned with a cloud con- 
denſed, they arrived at the lower region 
of air, and waited for dark night. Then 
when like robbers they touched with 
their feet the ſolid globe, the earth trem- 
bled again at their direful tread. Nature 
ſeemed to groan; and the pale moon 
uſt peeping, as they entered earth's 
confines, ſtarted back behind a cloud 
with horror! Perſevering in evil they 
journeyed on, ſneaking from every guar- 
dian power, like ſheepbiters before the 
watchful ſhepherd's preſence, till they 
reached the royal palace, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the circumjacent domains; 
now beginning their inviſible works of 
iniquity. 8 ; 
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Providence from his throne beholding the 
danger of Alba, diſpatches Gabriel to the 
guardian of the terraqueous globe, with 
inſtructions how to counteract the demons. 
Germanes being king of Alba, is tempted 
by his evil genius in the gardens of plea- 
ſure, and ſtrengthened by his guardian 

Angel; but to the former inclines. He 
chooſes Volpone and Spanelli to be his 
miniſters. Diſcord and Faction ſtrive to 

alienate the hearts of the Albans from the 
king, in order to enſlave Alba, and facie 
litate the power of Lucifer. 


O Urrounded with immarceſſible glory, 
mighty Providence, king of all worlds, 
from his preſence-payilion 1 in the heaven 
of heavens, where he is more immediate- 
ly pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf to his im- 
mortal progepy, though he is every 
where 
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XX where intimately preſent; beheld the 
danger of Alba, and penetrated the fatal 
X machinations of the diabolic powers. As 
he revolved in his holy mind the fate of 
nations, and ſhot perceptive glances 
through the hidden ocean of futurity, 
which all but himſelf are incapable of 
penetrating, he ſaw events in their firſt 
principles; and ſo directed the courſe 
of things by infallible wiſdom, immenſe 

ower, and never failing goodneſs, that 
nothing ſhould come to pals, but by the 
command or permiſſion of perfect rec- 
titude. 5 

Far off, around his gorgeous throne 
of unapproachable ſplendour, waited his 
duteous cherubims, and miniſtering arch- 
angels. Turning with a ſmile of graci- 
ous amity, that thrilled rapturous through 
the delicate eſſence of his grateful mini- 
ſters, he ſaid, mild of voice, ſweeter than 
the melody of muſic: O Gabriel, ap- 
proach; and he communicated ſufficient 
power on his ſpirit, to bear the ſoftened 
rays of his 2 glory. Penetrated 
with love and gratitude, Gabriel pro- 
ſtrated himſelf before the throne of god; 
who ſaid, ariſe obedient ſon, poſt through 
yon 
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yon clouds to my approved Seraphiel, 
and -this tablet being thy commiſſion, 
Hall bear his inſtructions. 

So ſaying, he gave the divine tablet to 
the charge of obſequious Gabriel. Ir 
was inwraught with celeſtial glory brigh- 
ter than ſtars, whoſe myſtic characters 
ſpoke as it were the commands. Gab- 
riel retiring backwards, ſaid, as he quit- 
ted the heavenly pavilion ; my greateſt 
delight is to obey thy commands, Oh 
Providence! Then he mounted one of 


the ſupernal chariots, and. poſted to the 


golden gates of paradiſe; where quitting 
his chariot, he paſt on foot the refulgent 
portico, which on muſical hinges turn- 
ing, opened ſpontaneous at his angelic 
„ 

Expanding his ſilver wings, he flew 
An the liquid æther of ſpace, till he 
reached the ſolar ſyſtem; then ſhooting 


down the current of a ſtreaming ſun- 


beam, he ſoon - paſt world after world, 
till he came in view of the terreſtrial 
iphere; and arrived within its vaporific 
atmoſphere, he ſought the cloud-formed 
palace of the great guardian Seraphiel. 
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Now the celeſtial ambaſſador of Pro- 
vidence having entered the portico, he 
was received by the prince's officers, and 
conducted to the throne of Seraphiel; 
who, the moment he was appriſed of the 
noble viſitant's approach, aroſe to meet 
him, and flew to his endearing embrace. 
Then Gabriel ſaid, to thee, O friend of 
the faithful, and enemy of evil, I am 
diſpatched from the king of kings, on 
buſineſs of the higheſt importance, no 
leſs than the preſervation of Alba, the 
favourite iſle of heaven, where the ſtream 
of happineſs flows more extenſively than 
in any other region. 

It is this that excites the malignity of 
the infernals, who are plotting its deſ- 
truction; for which 3 they are 
inſpiring a mortal fit for their uſe, and 
have eſtabliſned the demon of Faction, 
and all his black imps; ſo to catch oc- 


caſion offered by the mortal's conduct, 


to throw the ſtate in the confuſion of 
anarchy; happy then to unhinge its feli- 
city, and reduce it at leaſt on a par with 
the reſt of the world; in regard to tlie 
political and religious flavery, that weigh 
unhappy 
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unhappy man down to the valley of 


death. | : 3 wa; 
But in regard to the part thou art to 
act in this great affair, behold the tablet 


of Fate, which is to be hung in thy pa- 


lace, for a laſting memorial of the divine 
will. Seraphiel kneeling received the 
venerated mandate; kiſſed the ſacred 
caſket; opened it, and as directed, plac- 
ed the righteous commandments beneath 
a noble ſcreen of fluted pillars, in the 
royal chamber. Immediately, as with a 


divine impulſe, the tablet ſpreading itſelf, 
filled a ſpacious compartment, whoſe ele- 
gant devices of golden carved work, 
ſerved as a frame to encloſe the curious 
entablature. ” 

On the top, in letters of rich jewels, 
brilliant as the ſtars of heaven,. were 
wrote, ALFRED, ZENOBIA, BRITANNICUS; 
under which characters, riſing by inſen- 


ſible degrees to perception, appeared 


three royal perſonages, as in three dil- 
tinct portraitures ; yet bearing ſuch rela- 
tion in their heroic actions, as to form 
one complete whole; an hiſtoric picture 


'The 
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The firſt piece diſplayed the deceptive 
= figure of Bribery, ever buſy in his cha- 
riot, ſelecting adamantine chains, cover- 
ed with ribbonds, painted with ſpecious 


tles, glazed over with penſionary charms, 


and hid under the patents of places. 
2X His viſage bore exact reſemblance to a 
fox, while his body and limbs confeſt 
the dragon's double-winged form, ſim- 
bols of craft, with power and will to 
compaſs evil. With the hand of delu- 
ſion he invited all people of faſhion and 
power (while he contemned the rabble) 
X to be his followers. With bags of glit- 
tering gold he faſcinated the eyes of all 
beholders, who, from the golden cup of 
policy, drank his corruptive poiſon; and 
receiving his deluſive fetters of gilded 
captivity, the badges of their maſter, 
they became the ſlaves of his command; 
by which like a tyrant he ruled the whole 
nation. | 

While he came boldly on, ſupported 
by a moſt numerous party, to plunder 
Alba; followed by a tew friends of pa- 
triotic virtue, appeared the god-like Al- 


fred, in noble oppoſition to frowning 


I | Bribery; holding the ſword of juſtice, 
3 FT which 
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which made him tremble, and barred his 
progreſs; his party grinning with the 
ſneer of defamation. The genius of 
Alba backed the prince, and honour, 
patriotiſm, and public good, were on his 
fide. 7 
The next exhibited, dreſt with the Mi- 

nervian robes of patient Wiſdom, fair 
Zenobia, majeſtically graceful from con- 
ſcious rectitude and perſonal beauty 
united. Aloft in her chariot, rolling upon 
calumny, malice, and ſcandal, ſhe tri- 
umphed over fallen Party, and cruel 
War, in whoſe deſtruction ſhe aſſiſted. 
In her better hand ſhe held a ſcroll, in 
which was delineated the ruin of Fac- 
tion, and all his infernal abettors; while 
— 8 ſtrewed her paths with plea- 
ure. IN | 
The laſt diſcovered Britannicus, in the 
bloom of youthful majeſty, ſeated ſub- 
lime on a magnificent throne, graced on 
the right with Goodneſs, and on the left 
with Virtue; from whom Oppreſſion, 
War, and Rebellion, howling flew away 
enraged. Faction, viper-like, daring to 
lift its horrid front, and brandiſh its vaſt 


poiſonous tongue againſt the throne ; 
| * Britan- 


A N 7 
Britannicus, by the divine virtue of his 
ſacred ſecptre, ſtops the ſtarting demon, 
who confounded falls beneath his royal 
feet; while its rancorous party is diſ- 
perſed. The three national graces, Peace, 
Unity, and Happineſs, appear coming 
X towards the throne, lovely with dimpled 
"X ſmiles; or dancing hand in hand, or 
L ſtrewing near the throne, never fading 
flowers of gay immortal proſperity. 

It remains to inform you, ſaid Gabriel, 
that as the moſt evil power has elected 
on earth Volpone and Faction to carry 
on his vile purpoſes; ſo the beſt of be- 
X ings, not unmindful of his government, 
has choſen you to oppoſe the demon, 
and thoſe noble perſonages, for the pre- 
ſervation of Alba. Be it thy taſk to 
keep a watchful eye over the demons 
Bribery and Faction; and counterbal- . 
lance their power among mortals. Like 
wiſe protect the royal perſonages, and 
inſpire the noble pair heroically to with- 
ſtand for Alba's good, the guileful Vol- 
pone and his dread diſciples; till the 
whole clan becomes utterly extin&. So 
ſhall Alba gain a happineſs ſhe never 
knew before; and Virtue, Tranquility, 

VOL. I. E Reli- 
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Religion, Loyalty, and Freedom, ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed inſtead of Faction, Irreli- 
gion, Diſobedience, Rebellion, and Sla- 
very; and ſhall procure national proſ- 
perity. 
So ſaying, Gabriel ended, and giving 
his heavenly auditor a parting embrace, 
retired majeſtic through the portico, at- 
tended by Seraphiel; then bounding with 
expanding wings, he ſhot towards hea- 
ven, more rapid than an arrow from the 
elaſtic bow. The ſwift meſſenger of di- 
vine Providence ſoon penetrated the con- 
fines of earth, and the vaſt ſurrounding 
atmoſphere; while the guardian of Alba 
returned to his palace, revolving in his 
extenſive mind, how beſt to fulfil ſuper- 
nal commands, in fruſtrating the male- 
volent deſigns of Bribery, Party, and 
Faction; and reinſtate for all generations 
harmonious F elicity, throughout the wide 
regions of the great ſea-defended Alba. 
Germanes aſcending his father's lofty 
throne, received with joy his extenſive 
ſceptre, and exulted on being ranked 
among the firſt of men. He was de- 
lightfully charmed with god-like power, 


and was ſtruck with the adoration of his 
_ nobles, 
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nobles; whoſe greateſt ambition ſeemed 
to be placed in being his ſervants: an 
idea extremely flattering to human na- 


ture! But in time the firſt tranſports 


ſubſiding, he began to reflect in his royal 
mind, the beſt method to enjoy his good 
fortune agreeable to his nature, and to 
avoid the anxieties of life. 

As he was deeply muſing on this theme 
in his royal garden, reclined in a fragrant 
bower of mingled jeſſamy and honey- 
fuckle high over-arching, he became loſt 
in thought. Then creative imagination 
taking advantage of his reverie, formed 
various magic ſcenes on the cheerful 
lawn, ſpreading before the arbour, and 
ſurrounded by a variety of n 
fHrubs. 

At the upper end, beſide two venera- 
ble oaks, appeared rude rough-hewn ar- 
cades, opening in the gloomy boſom of 
a dreary rock. Soon burſting aſunder, 
at the wide opening, ſtrode forth a tre- 
mendous being, more than human, ter- 
ribly grand, dark as Erebus, with a fero- 
cious air of unchangeable malignity. 
Long had he been watchful for ſuch an 


occaſion as this, which he embraced with 
B-2 fiend- 
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fiend-like joy. But when he appeared 


before the lawn, and came towards the 
doſing monarch, he made his form ſo far 
beautiful, as not to diſguſt the eye of 
fancy, but. to create pleaſing ideas by 
captivating the ſenſes, and charm the 
heart; the beſt approaches to enſlave the 
ſoul, and lull the underſtanding ! 
Trumpets announced his approach. 
His long train majeſtic was borne by 
lovely youths. On his lofty head aroſe 
a glittering ornament crown-like, to be- 
ſtow a ſanction to his perſon and ſenti- 
ments : for the great art of the geni- 
us was to give fo fine a poliſh, and ſo 
bright a gilding to evil, as ſhould diſ- 
ouiſe i its turpitude, and make it appear | 
elegible. With a demeanour pleaſingly 
calculated to inſpire favourable ſenti- 
ments, he accoſted the king, ſaying; 
Hail, happy monarch of Alba good- 
fortune has put it in thy power to enjoy 
all thy wiſhes, and raiſing thee like a 
god above the world, gives thee to gain 


ſuperior bliſs, and frees thee from the * 


pain of ſelf-denial. 
Debate then no longer within your- 
ſelf, what courſe you ſhould take; for 
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leſs to indulge. If glory 


JJ 3 
is not the world of pleaſure open before 
ou? And do not every gay delight 
perſuade thee to indulgence? Can there 
be a doubt in the caſe? and who would 
unnaturally refuſe the offered felicity, 
and ſpurn the golden gifts of fortune? 
Nature teaches to all the love of plea- 
ſure; and all, as far as they can, follow 
nature! But thou art a king, and as 
ſuch haſt plenitude of power to gratify 
every ſweet delicious inclination. And 
who forbids? Or who can control? 
Man is diſtinguiſhed from the brute 
creation, as much by the greatneſs of 
his enjoyments, as by the grandeur of 
his mind. To be debarred pleaſure, and 
have a perpetual reſtraint laid on incli- 
nation, 1s to be lower than' the beaſt of 
the field, who dares nobly, and is law- 
be thy aim, 
let ambition fire thy ſoul. Meet thy 
foe at the head of armies, and gain on 
the enſanguined field of battle immortal 
fame. If ſacred authority charms thee, 
make thyſelf reſpected by thy power. 
Let the refractory know thou art the 
ſubſtitute and viſible image of divinity ; 


that thou wilt be heard, and muſt be 
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obeyed. If the diſobedient call thee 
tyrant, brand them with rebellion; pu- 
niſh them with the ſcourge of ſeverity; 
but reward the duteous with the hand 
of munificence. 
If pleaſure has charms to captivate 
thee, give up the burden of ſtate to the 
willing ſhoulders of Volpone, who can 
bribe the tongue of ſour diſcontent to 
filence, and buy over the great to plun- 
der the little. Then find out ſome Pe- 
tronius of taſte, who being maſter of 
the-arts of voluptuous bliſs, may bring 
ever-blooming joy to thy arms in all her 
variations. Let the vulgar herd cenſure 
and carp; what is bad in them, is 8. 
in you: a king can do no wrong; | 
divine his prerogative; 3 

The genius ended, pleaſed with the 
hope of ſwaying the royal mind; but 
turning he beheld, in a ſphere of circum- 
ambient light, the king's guardian angel; 
whoſe wings wide ſpreading, poiſed him | 
as he ſwiftly failed through the liquid air. 
With a light rebound his beauteous feet 

touched the pleaſed boſom of earth, 
now decked with new flowers, and yield- 
ing new perfumes. With ſmiles that 
harmo- 
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harmonized all nature, he approached 
the yet dubious monarch, furling his 
burniſhed plumage ; and while his left 
hand girted ſhort his purple cincture, 
his right encloſed an ætherial wand that 
reſiſted evil. I 
That I ſleep not over my charge, hie 
ſaid, be this moment my witneſs. I flaw 
in my daily flight that thou, Oh king, 
wouldſt be tempted of evil; and I come 
to ſupport thee with adequate ſenti- 
ments of good ; well knowing we have 
only the power to propoſe, not direct. 
Man has free will. But I am conſcious 
that while I gain your better judgment, 
thy more impulſive powers of ſenſe are 
on his ſide. 
It is but too certain that in ſome kings 
an intereſt ſubſiſts within their hearts, 
ſeparate from the good of the people: 
hence tyranny, and all its deplorable 
conſequences, Matter of fact bears no 
argument ; requires no proof, But 
whence does this proceed ? Not to flat- 
ter thee, I muſt ſay, from a bad nature: 
how contracted is quite another enquiry? 
The grand one now is, how beſt to rec- 
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tify it, that you may act in a manner 
worthy yourſelf, and your high office. 

Sweet, indeed, at firſt it proves to fol- 
low where inclination leads; to laugh at 
control ; overleap reſtraint, and deſpiſe 
the check of forbearance. The king- 
ly ſcope is very extenſive. He has an 
opportunity granted few mortals, to gain 
a kind of perfection in pleaſure with 
infinite temptations; to reſiſt which is at 
firſt as difficult as to ſwim againſt a 
ſtrong current, or ſtop the nimble feet 
running down a ſteep hill. But it is as 
poſſible, as it is abſolutely neceſſary; and 
there are adequate motives for the trial. 

Firſt the gay ſummer of indulgence, 
generally in the autumn of life, even 
among the moſt exalted, changes to a 
wintry night of cold diſguſt growing 
more gloomy; without the pleaſing hope 
of returning ſpring, to bloom with the 
bloſſoms of new delight. The flave of 
Vice never finds a true friendſhip from 
happineſs, for whom he fondly claips 
the deluſive phantom pleaſure; who in 
the end, like a coquet, deſerts her ad- 
mirer, and leaves him to the ſcourges of 
many. handed Miſery. 

This 
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This world is one of the palaces be- 
longing to the king of kings, which he 
ſeldom viſits. An abundance of ſervants 
belong to him, over whom he has plac- 
ed a yariety of officers; on whoſe hearts 
he has wrote their duty, and then leaves 
them to act as they will. But ſoon he 
recals them to his metropolis, and there, 
according to their ſtewardſhip, he con- 
ſigns them to puniſhment, or crowns 
them with glorious rewards. 

The virtuous and benevolent prince, 
confering various acts of good to his 
people, ſuppoſing no futurity, will be 
more truly happy than the prince who, 
allowing no check to headſtrong inclina- 
tion is a tyrant. What a grandeur of 
thinking reſults from a conſciouſneſs of 
having rendered a grateful people happy! 
Of being to them as a father; a god! 
What heart- felt pangs in being conſider- 
ed as their tyrant! But when a great 
prince makes the will of deity the rule 


of his actions, peace ſhall crown him here 


with delicate delight; and divine elegance 
ſhall be hereafter his reward in immortal 
palaces. Come then, O prince to Vir- 
tue, and ſhe will lead thee to Goodneſs; 
in whoſe company is inceſſant Happineſs. 
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The heavenly guardian ended; and the 
King pauſing, at length ſaid; the counſel 
6f either I cannot abſolutely follow. I 
muſt ſteer a middle courſe. I ſcorn to 
be ruled by the firſt; and as to the laſt, 
it is not the lot of mortals to attain per- 
fection. The king then, arouſing him- 


ſelf as from a viſion, came forward ; the 


two powers inviſibly parting, divided to 
the right and left; and the king recol- 
lectively looking round, perceived that 
the whole ſcene was diſhpated. So ap- 
pears on the theatre a magnificent con- 


cCluſion of a pantomime in the laſt grand 


ſcene; till the curtain drops, by degrees 
it- fades on remembrance, and other ob- 


jects occupy the fancy. 


Now Germanes len within him- 
ſelf, that the great privilege of a crown 
was to enjoy life agreeable to his hu- 
mour. Not being poſſeſſed of ſtrong pal- 
lions, a fine raſte, « or a great genius, he was 


ſecured by nature from great vices ; but 
was likewiſe excluded from the kingly 


virtues; and never dreaming of heroiſm, 


the idea of a patriot prince never enter- 
ed into his apprehenſion : therefore am- 


bition, magnthcence, avarice, nor yolup- 


tuouſneſs, 


PASQUIN. 75 


tuouſneſs, ſeparately or in conjunction, 
could form his character. 

Hence he was content to ſail down 
the current of life, in the common ſtream 
of humanity; to eat, drink, ſleep; to 
have horſes, ſervants, eqvipages, and 
country ſeats; and to viſit his native 
country. But as ſuch enjoyments, though 
carrying nothing that indicated ſuperio- 
rity of ſoul, were equally expenſive, the 
grand point was how to obtain ſufficient 
ſums of money to anſwer all his de- 
mands; and to procure a perſon equal 
to the confidence, at once to take from 
him the cares of ſtate, and give him to 
reap the golden harveſt, without being 
at the pains of cultivation. 

The choice, as it was critical, was ex- 
tremely difficult. Variety of great men 
offered to his election, but none was 
equal to the taſk except Volpone. With- 
out the genuine animations of real ge: 
nius; void of elegance in taſte; capacity 
widening to its object, and penetration 
diving into futurity: and though he * 
utterly deſtitute of an elevated ſoul, 
he poſſeſſed in an eminent degree 28 


requiſite for his maſter's purpoſe. 
Accord. 
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Accordingly Germanes ſelected the 
crafty Volpone, from among the gaping 
croud of ndidates for his favour; mak- 
ing him, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, his primero. 
On him he threw tac whole weight of 
government; reſerving to himſelf that 
ſhadow of authority which keeps up roy- 
alty ; with ſufficient power on eſpecial 
occaſions, to aſſert his royal privilege 
ſupreme. To ſave appearances, it was 
neceſſary to erect a great officer, of a 
pliant ſoul, and ſhallow parts, as a 
etween; and accordingly they pitched 
upon the noble Spanelli, that tool of 
tools, who anſwered the purpoſe extreme- 
ly well, the willing banker of Bribery! 
Let not the hiſtoric muſe turn aſſaſ- 
ſinator, nor with ſatiric dagger mangle 
characters in the dark, or ſtalk in day- 
light a barefaced liar; not blacken but 
pourtray from nature and truth. With- 
out having hell in his heart, or tyburn 
in his face, Spanelli was the patron of 
ſmugglers; the heart-corrupting inſtru- 
ment of ſenators, and the adjutor of 
national plunders; ever proving the ci- 
vileſt thing in nature; for what his maſ- 
ters bid, that would he do! 


With 
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With narrow and contracted views, 
his head was ſhallow; yet he was a good 
cook; could deck a table extremely well 
for the honour of the nation, and make 
an excellent fellow at an election; melt- 
ing down a large eſtate to very little 
purpoſe. If he was a fool, he reaped 
this double advantage from his weaknels, 
it admitted him to ſhare the plunder and 
the power of his maſters, above thou- 
ſands of ſuperior genius, and prevented 
him from being ſtigmatiſed with the 
name 'of villain. | 
Thus loyal Spanelli, high in title, was 
induced. to the higheſt poſt of honour 
and profit, and admitted to the friendſhip 
of the ſovereign ; between whoſe conge- 
nial natures ſubſiſted a correſponding con- 
ſent of genius, extremely well ſuited to 
each other. For the ſecondary ſoul admits 
not to familiarity the grand capacious 
genius, however it may have judgment 
enough to employ it in buſineſs, There 
is a certain dignified pride in an elevat- 
ed mind, that dares not ſtoop below it- 
ſelf before the majeſty of office, after 
rendering due ſubmiſſions; conſcious that 
the ſtarry diadem cannot give the ideot 
| | wiſdom 
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Wiſdom ; nor the glittering throne better 
the heart it ſhelters with its glory. 
The virtuous and the wiſe diſdain to 
riſe by methods beneath their native 
13 and awkwardly adapt them- 
elves to the inferior capacity, ever un- 
der reſtraint at their preſence. But void 
of ſhining talents, the ſecendary claſs 
apply themſelves to the lower arts of 
ſucceſs. They ſenſibly adapt their na- 
ture to occaſion, by deep deſigns in trit- 
fing affairs, and refined cunning in little 
things, inſtead of generous wiſdom and 
open manlineſs; while they cover their 
Craft and nothingneſs, with the polite 
eaſe of plauſibility. 26 
With theſe hopeful coadjutors, Ger- 
manes modeled his adminiſtration; and 
indeed the ſelection was an argument of 
his judgment; for after his own plan 
was ſettled, there could not have been 
choſen two people more fit for his pur- 
Poſe, in eaſing him from the cares of a 
wide kingdom, and procuring him plen- 
teous reſources of never-failing gold, ſu- 
perior to the mines of Potoſi. Thus the 
King, ſatisfied in his choice, invoking the 
powers of peace, compoſed himſelf - 
: he 
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the enjoyments of tranquility. But Diſ- 


cord, watchful to fruſtrate his plans, ho- 
vered round his path, and continually 
ſtrove to diſturb the pleaſing ſerenity. 
As bent on evil purpoſes, they ho- 
vered round the palace; the demon of 
Faction ſaid to Diſcord: O mighty 
power, the king's adminiſtration leaves 
open for us both a noble field of action, 
Germanes being a foreigner, he is liable 
to narrow partialities, to whom the world 


ſhould have been his home; but he 


weakly ſubmits to a fondneſs for his 
native country, which on no account is 
equal to that he governs. Thus of courſe 
he will alienate the affection of his ſub- 
jects, which we may turn to diſlike; from 
diſlike to hatred; and from hatred to 
rebellion: and place their fickle love on 
a pretending family; eſpecially as he will 
drain the Albans to ſupply and protect 
his patrimony, ſtill fearful of conſequen- 
ces, that if driven hence he may there 
find a ſure aſylum. N 
While his miniſters are oppreſſing the 
people with taxes on the meer neceſ- 
ſities of life, and driving the worthy from 
power, to place their creatures, we can 
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ſtir up the ſpirit of party, and work up 
diſcontent into licentiouſneſs. Joined by 
the gallic demon, we can raiſe a young 
adventurer, who, by neighbouring poli- 
tics affiſted, and inſpired by ambition, 
| ſhall dare wonderous things, till we throw 
the whole kingdom into the utmoſt con- 
fuſion: and then our great chief may 
regain his loſt power in Alba among the 
prieſts. To which Diſcord replied, O 
my ſecond ſelf, let us never be ſeparated; 
you have prevented me by your ſenti- 
ments, and by the juſtneſs of your pe- 
netration. Let us hover round the 
court, for that 1s the fountain head, 
whence we muſt deduce all our contri- 
vances—he ſaid, and they flew in the 
bulging boſom of a dark cloud that en- 
veloped the metropolis. So till mid- 
night's dangerous moment, lurking rob- 
bers hide their deep-contriving heads in 
the dark retreat of unſuſpected ſecurity. 
Ruminating terrible purpoſes, ever and 
anon they clentch the unſparing dagger 
of cruelty; and hardening their vile 
hearts againſt murder, that ſtart inward 
at the fear of detection; they tremble at 
the tread of a mouſe, and conſcious ter- 
| ror 
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for gives an idea of the ſtern magiſtrate; 
fills their ears with the ſound of clang- 
ing chains, and brings before their eyes 
| a direful priſon, ſecured with maſſy bars, 
and fraud-defying locks, leſs terrible 
than the grim executioner's aſpect !. 
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BOOK the FOURTH, 


The ARGUMENT. 
Volpone reſlecting on his power, is beheld by 
Lucifer, who inſinuates himſelf in his 
boſom; and not rejected, his ſuggeſtions 
are cheriſhed, by which the miniſter be- 
comes adviſed to ſet the king and Alfred 
at variance. Volpone finding he could 
not cruſh the ſenate, reſolves to command | 
its power by the arts of bribery, in place, 
power, profit, and houour; which prin- 
ciples he models into. a ſcience; rules the 
people with deſpotiſm, though he leaves 
them the enfigns of freedom, and becomes 
maſter of the nation's vaſ# treaſures. + 


FALSELY it is the Turkiſh maxim, 

that Succeſs ever ſanctifies the deed 
ſhe crowns; and the vulgar of all nati- 
ons with the Mahometans, view the world 
with unphiloſophic eyes. When capri- 
cious fortune ſmiles favourably on the 
bold daring villain ; when glorious proſ- 


perity 
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perity decks the wicked with robes of 
grandeur, ſhort-ſighted mortals are prone 
to worſhip the gilded idols, blind to the 
dirty ways they took to aſcend their en- 
vied heights; while the poor, the unfor- 
tunate, though graced with virtue, are 
not only neglected, but generally con- 
temned. 

But know, vain man, that Providence, 
to anſwer great purpoſes in the govern- 
ment of the world, frequently ſuffers 
great evil to take its natural effect. 
Hence the vaſt capacious wicked mind 
is permitted for a ſeaſon, like a blazing 
comet, to ſhine the wonder of gazing 
folly; or like a peſtilence to deſtroy 


mankind: but the end once anſwered, 


he vaniſhes like a fallen ſtar; death ſnat- 
ches him to the regions of miſery, and 
his fame is ſoon buried in the gulf of 
oblivion. But nature cries aloud, there 
muſt be a time when all things will be 
ſet to rights! | 
Now ctafty Volpone being raiſed to 
the ſummit of his ambition, in ſpite of 


every claſhing intereſt; having overcome 
all the force of bold competition, and 
firmly conciliated his royal maſter's con- 
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fidence; with joy he looked below on 
the labours he had ſurmounted, the dan- 
gers eſcaped, and the deep-laid contri- 
vances that cleared his path to ſucceſs: 
but he trembled on his dangerous emi- 
nence, to ſee how great might be his 
fall, while ſo many were ſtriving to pull 
him down, So feels the monarch that 
has waded through the ſtream of oppo- 
ſition, to that throne he finds it difficult 
to ſecure, 
As Volpone was deeply contriving 
within himſelf how to fruſtrate his foes, 
and fupport his glorious acquiſition, Lu- 
citer, with keen glance, beheld his con- 
flict, and ſhrewdly gueſſed the ſubject of 
his meditation. Down like a vaſt eagle 
the prince of demons flew towards the 
ſtudious Volpone, who ſtood abſorbed 
in the deep profundity of thought; and 
finding his congenial ſpirit fitted by 
pride, ambition, and ſelf- love, to receive 
him, he neſtled himſelf into the appro- 
bation of his heart; and by his malevo- 
leat ſuggeftions, ſoon manifeſted his in- 
dwelling preſence. — . 
With eaſe Volpone might have chac- 
ed him away, by checking the thoughts 


— 
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to which he gave motion; by erecting 


contrary ideas in his ſoul, and by form- 
ing reſolutions agreeable to goodneſs; 


but the ſentiments thus inſpired coincid- 
ing with his beloved power, were of a 
nature too pleaſing to be expelled, and 
too uſeful to his plan and ſecurity to be 
rejected. | 3 | 
Accordingly, finding himſelf foſtered 
in his heart, and his impulſe cheriſhed, 
Lucifer launched a capital hint, and plau- 
ſibly inſinuated the neceſſity of ſetting 
the king at variance with his fon, when 
arrived in Alba, as the baſis of his fu- 
ture power, Volpone ſtarted with rap- 
ture at the lucky thought. His ſelf-1n- 
tereſt ſaw the neceſſity of ſuch a contri- 
vance. He wondered ſo apropos a cir- 
cumſtance never entered his fruitful head 
before. His will aſſenting, ſoon deter- 
mined him, and he reſolved in due time 
to put it in execution. 5 
Then Lucifer finding the promptitude 
of his pupil to his leſſons, and his readi- 
neſs to foreſtall him, prevent his hints, 
and invent for himſelf, left him to his 


own nature, which ſtood but ſeldom in 


need of inſtruction: but yet Lucifer and 
5 his 
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his demonic emiffaries were ever. ready 
near his elbow, at a dead lift, where, 
faithful to his favourite, he ſeldom failed 
him. 

As the cautious Volpone had not a 
ſpark of that celeſtial fire in his foul 
which heats, animates, and inſpires to 
heroic ons, his talents were domeſ- 
tic; therefore his coward ſoul ſhrunk 
inward at the thoughts of war. It put 
forth all its powers to keep peace, and 
inſure it, though he ſacrificed the glory 
of the nation, and its beneficial com- 
merce. His utmoſt wiſdom was exert- 
ed to cultivate the profits of peace, and 
attract them to himſelf, his creatures, and 
his prince; diſregarding the ſufferings of 
his country, which his artifice lulled to 

repoſe, and bribed its voice to ſilence. 
After ſeating himſelf firmly in the ſad- 
dle of ſtate, and having fred! in his hands 
the reins of government, he boldly rode 
the nation with whip and ſpur, through 
thick and thin. Though often ruſty, it 
threatened him a dangerous fall; yet by 
prong addreſs in jockey-ſhip, he Mill 
kept himſelf in the ſtirrups, in ſpite of 
the vile dirty ways he took, the . 
ous 
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ous rocks he rode over, and the oppſiti- 
on he met with from his enemies. 

With a ſagacity equal to the demand 
of his danger, he attacked, overcame, 
and gave his foes no quarter. Thoſe 
political tygers which he catched in his 
broad nets, or to whoſe high price he 
did not come, he had the art to cut 
their claws, and file their teeth, that 
they could not bite, but only bark ; and 
then they became deſpicible. | 

But what called for a full exertion of 
his abilities, was, to manage the grand ſe- 
nate of Alba, the moſt reſpectable in the 
world, and moſt auguſt legiſlators: for 
in them are incorporated ſacred liberty, 
with divine monarchy; that together as 
members of one body, ſupporting the 
noble head, they ſtand a magnificent 
whole, the envy and admiration of ſur- 
rounding nations 

To gain a preponderance of ſenators, and 
throw the ballance of power 1n the king's 
hand, was then his maſter-piece of poli- 
cy, to which all he had done, or thought 
upon was nothing. He knew he was no 
longer a prime miniſter and favourite, 
than he could command a majority. For 

F 4 through 
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through that channel alone, he could 
_ draw.ſufficient ſtreams of gold, from the 
: * national river, to fill his reſervoir 
for the uſe of his great maſter, and other 
hidden purpoſes on the dark ſide of po- 
litics. 

He revolved in his deep mind the va. 
rious ſyſtems carried on by his predeceſ- 
ſor favourites and primeros for this pur- 
poſe; and he found out the rock on 
which they all ſplit. Some endeayourcd 
to huff, fright, cajole, diſſolve, or act in- 
dependent of that powerful body, now 
more ſo, armed with invulnerable - 
yileges, and reſpectable by wealth, oh 
courage, and firm perſeverance. 

When the great enemy of Goodneſs 
beheld the glorious works of creation, 
built on the foundations of ſecurity, he 
felt within himſelf a total incapacity to 
deſtroy ; and caſting an eye of angry diſ- 
appointment, he reſolved to mar, con- 
found, and render, if poſſible, uſeleſs what 
mocked his power to annihilate. So 
Volpone finding every ſcheme impracti- 
cable or dangerous that promiſed its 
diſſolution, endeavoured to render it ſub- 


ſervient to the grand deſign of making 
his 
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his maſter abſolute without the odium; 
not having the ſpirit, power, and genius 
of Cæſar and Richlieu, who reduced 
the body of the ſenate to a meer ſhadow; 
enſlaved their countrymen, and fixed per- 
petual tyranny on his ſtedfaſt throne of 
iron. | | 

Thus, not poſſeſſing fortitude and ge- 
nius, though enough of unreſtrained prin- 
ciple, he gave up the flattering idea of 
| abrogating the great bulwark of Alban 
liberty ; and reſolved not, like the Eighth 
Harry, to bully the ſenators, nor to quar- 
rel with them like the Firſt Charles; nor 
like the Second James, to annihilate their 
beloved privilege by the force of milita- 
ry power; but to render them coadju- 
vate to his grand project, by the venal 
arts of corruptive Bribery. RR 

Here it was he exerted all the force of 
his labouring cunning, aſſiſted by his old 
ſatanic friend, who frequently prompted 
the ſuggeſtion, inſinuated the hint, and in- 
tellectually dictated the ſentiment, at the 
lame time he inflamed his paſſions. By 
theſe he was to pave his way to gran- 
deur, and lay the foundation on which 
he 
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go PASQUIN. 
he was to erect the noble ſtructure of his 
power : and ambition. 

For this cauſe he fat down to ſcruti- 
hize the heart of man, that grand ſource 
of human actions, few of which flow 
from. the underſtanding. In judging the 
world, he often made "his own heart the 


ſtandard to meaſure others; but having 


treat experience in the ways of mortals, 

e knew men, manners, and opinions ex- 
tremely well: accordingly he looked upon 
the whole ſpecies, in general, as a ſet of 
ſcoundrels, whoſe price he knew to a 
man, and that virtue and religion were 
chiefly the maſks of pretence. So far 
he judged right; for moſt of the crea- 


tures with whom 1 was concerned, were 


the very things ſuppoſed by his cautious 


imagination. 

As the ambitious love of power was 
the ruling principle in his own breaſt, 
fo which every other gave way, he judg- 


ed all men were tinctured with that diſ- 


poſition. Bur in making an analyſis of 


| the heart, though he found that all had 


4 ruling paſſion, and maſter inclination 
that ſwallowed up the reſt; yet in differ- 
ent people it was different, and different 

accord- 


4 


PAS QAU IN. 01 
according to their circumſtances and 
ſituation. . | - OY 
Thus pride and vanity being the pre- 
vailing principles of ſome, they. would 
ſacrifice every thing to the gratification 
of thoſe deſires, and do any thing for 
the fake of pomp and magnificence, 
Others he found violently actuated by a 
propenſity to expenſive pleaſures. No- 
thing to them had charms equal to ſen- 
ſuality. The higheſt delight ever re- 
ſulted from the banquets of feſtivity, and 
the raptures of voluptuouſneſs : while 
ſome were ſtruck with a taſte for ele- 
cance, and were ſmit with a love for the 
beauty in ſcience, and the decorum in 
things, the N of delicacy, and the 
ornaments of external appearance. But 
he found no heart was exempt from the 
love of . power, and profit; and he 
falſely fancied none were exiſting, but 
what would ſacrifice to theſe darling idols, 
at the expence of their honour and their 
better judgment. | 
Notwithſtanding a mighty buſtle was 
made with the words virtue, religion, pa- 
triotiſm, liberty, and love of one's coun- 
92128 try, 
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try, annexed to the ſweet epithets of 
godlike, amiable, heroic, and noble; and 
that vice, impiety, luxury, and ſlavery, 


were names of deteſtation; yet he found 


in general they were of meer courſe, and 
in effect of little or no meaning among 
the rich. To apply theſe ſpeculative 
ideas to practical rules, he laid it down 
as a maxim, that there was no virtue ſo 
rigid, religion ſo heavenly, no dignity 
however elevated, or fortune however in- 
dependent, but what might be neuteriz- 
ed, or brought over by an honourable 
poſt of high office, a glittering. badge of 
honour, a ſecret penſion, or lucrative 
place for themſelves, relatives, friends, 


or-genengents! | 
Theſe were the maxims by which he 


bore a high hand over the nation; and 
he ſo Far debauched the people, that they 
became in love with Slavery, becauſe ſhe 
wore ſome marks of freedom. Thus he 
was the firſt on the lift of infamy, who 
making bribery a ſyſtem ruined Alba: 
and he was ſo great an adept in his art, 
that he bragged he knew the price of 
every man worth having. O, caitif vile! 
| more 


Logs 
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more injurious to Alba, by debauching 
the ſouls of its governors, in order to its 
ſlavery, than the audacious conqueror, 
who compels ſubjection without deſtroy- 
ing morality. _ 5 
Now Volpone puſhed his ſoul-ſeduc- 
ing principles into practice. He multi- 
plied places; magnified poſts of honour, 
and ſafely ſecured their ample falaries, 
He dazzled the yenal eyes of gazing 
crouds with ſtars, garters, ribbonds, and 
ſplendid titles. But the ſuitor whom he 
could or would not provide for, he 
cheated with deluſive ſmiles, and ſhad- 
owy triffies, in the prodigality of cour- 
tier-like promiſes, at which he proved an 
expert engineer, to play upon the expec- 
tation of hope ; being unwilling to create 
an enemy of him, whom he would not 


buy as a friend. Hence it was he ſtreng- 


thened himſelf with whole - armies of 
creatures, ever ready to do his moſt dirty 
work, and be his protectors: and thus 
he became maſter of all the public's 
wealth, as its chief financier. - 
Though thus aſſured of muſtering up 
2 majority in the ſenate, which generally 
EE. + enabled 
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enabled him to carry his ſchemes in exe. 


cution; yet he was miſtaken, when judg- 
ing of others by himſelf, he imagined 


that all men were rogues; for in the 


friends of Virtue, to his coſt he often 
felt a ſpirited oppoſition worthy Ro- 
mans. 

Various patriots, true ſons of honour, 
who were proof to all his arts of ſeduc- 
tion, boldly ſtood up againſt this Coloſ- 
ſus of venality, expoſed his pernicious 
politics, and reſolved to right their in- 
Jured country, though Bribery ſtalked 
fearleſs at noon-day, careſſed by the 
great, vulgar, and the ſmall. Eloquence 
opened all its ſtores in the ſacred cauſe, 
and perſuing with the ſword of juſtice 
the Be of Alba, who fled behind the 
throne for ſhelter, often penetrated his 
inmoſt ſoul, though he concealed the 
rankling wound beneath the deluſion of 
ready ſmiles, and affected unconcern—— 
a hardy veteran indeed in hypocriſy; 
only out-done by his great ſatanic ori- 
ginal! 

Thus though the poets feign, that the 


injured goddeſs of juſtice has taken her 


flight 


flight from the habitations of mortals, 
to the pure manſions of heaven; yet the 


of tyranny, or foment its diſſolution | 
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Virtues often deign to viſit Alba, the 
happy land of freedom, and inſpire its 
noble ſons; elſe Vice, univerſally pre- 
vailing, would utterly confound the wea- 
kened nation, throw over it the chains 
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BOOK _ FIFTH. 


The ARGUMEN T. 


Seraphiel diſpatches an angel to Alfred, abo 


arriving in Alba, is beheld with an evil 
eye by Volpone. Alfred is received by the 
Albans with joy. The crafty miniſter 
poiſons the king s ear with jealouſy, and 
drives the prince from power to pleaſure. 
Alfred wiſely makes à virtue of neceſſity, 
and mingling with the country gentry, 
gains the hearts of the ſons of liberty. 
Aſſoctating with the citizens, he concili- 
ates their affeftion, by bis regard to their 
darling commerce. He becomes popular, 
and Volpone ſtrives to depreciate his 
worth, while he ſurrounds * throne 
with bis creatures. 


Ne OW Seraphiel perceiving that vol 


poſie, by the aid of Satan, was plan- 


ing he ruin of the Alban ſenate, he diſ- 
patched « an angelic meſſenger to the be- 


nevolent 
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nevolent Alfred, at his natal palace. As 
he was meditating in the royal gardens, 
invited by the luſtre of a glorious ſun, 
gilding all nature with gay effulgence, 
and was inhaling with delight the fra- 
grant air, loaded with rich perfumes 
from blooming ſhrubs; the cool green- 
wood ſhade invited him from the fultry 
heat, to the ſhelter of its ferene ſolitude. 

As he reclined on the mofly bank of 
a pratling rivulet, the foft murmuring 
ſtream ſoothed him to repoſe, and, at 
length, lulled lim to reſt, on the boſom 
of ſleep. Then the ærial meſſenger ar- 
riving, furled his gloffy wings, and ap- 
peared to the wakeful eye of Tmapina- 


tion, walking majeſtic down a lime-arch- 


ed viſta, bordered with blooming roſes ; 
and thus on the charmed ear dehver- 
ed his embaſſy. O pritice; he ſaid, the 
inglorious eafe of theſe charming ſhades 


ſuit not thy dignity. Thy preſence be- 


comes neceſſary to the Aldans, who re- 
quire thee as their guardian, and call for 
the aſſiſtance of thy virtue. 
_ Haſte then, O! Alfred; quit the plea- 

ſures of private life for the good of a 
country, who longs to hail thee prince, 
Vor. I. G and 
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and bleſs thee as the heir of their crown, 
from whom they expect innumerable 
bleſſings. They will ſoon itand in need 
of all thy fortitude to oppoſe the ſtream 
of bribery, and quell the voice of faction. 
Go, and in the rectitude of thy intention, 
expect ſupernal aſſiſtance, He ending, 
vaniſhed by pleaſing degrees, amidſt a 
gay wilderneſs of ſhrubs, the purſuing 
eye {till gazing as if he was viſible. So 
the melting ſtrains of ſweet muſic die 
| gently on the ear, which liſtening ſeems 
to hear the ceaſing ſtrains ring melodi- 
OUS. 
When Alfred awaked, he reſolved to 
bid adieu to his native ſoil, and viſit far- 
famed Alba. Accordingly he ventured 
on the ſea of danger, and was protected 
by the power who called him forth. 
Seraphiel ſmothed the ruffled boſom of 
the ocean; filenced the loud clamour of 
boiſterous winds, pointed out the rocks 
of deſtruction, and drove off every foe, 
till he landed ſafe on the Alban ſhore, 
and filled the metropolis amidſt the peo- 
les acclamation. 
Now Alfred being arrived, the auſpi- 
cious guardian of Alba, Volpone's keen 
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ſagacity foreſaw, that a prince of his ami- 


able qualities, who was apparent heir to 
the crown, would be an obſtacle to his 


power, and might poſſibly call him to 
ſevere account, if Germanes ſhould hap- 
pen to die in the midft of his career; 
as he was aſſured, though he could bribe 
his venal countrymen to wink at or aſſiſt 
his corrupt meaſures, ſuch a prince, in- 
ſtead of joining with him, would oppoſe 
with all his might the dire betrayer of 
his country. . | 

Conſcious of this, with the moſt plau- 
ſible pretences, he prevailed on Germanes 
not to ſend for the royal youth, and. hin- 
dered his coming till the murmurs of the 
people required his preſence; which 
fruſtrating the miniſter's artifice, the gay 
prince ſuddenly appeared to the joy of 
the valuable part of mankind. He was 


accepted as he deſerved by all ranks, . 


with teſtimonies of loyalty and love; and 
he ſoon gained the hearts of the Albans 
by his ingratiating affability, the con- 
deſcenſion of his pleaſing manners, and 
the ſplendour of his benevolent actions. 
As 1t was too early to ſet the king and 
his ſon at variance, yet by degrees he poi- 
G 2 ſoned 
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ſoned the heart of his royal maſter, ef. 
tranged his paternal affection, and made 
it a point to keep him from all power; 
which he eaſily affected, by ever ſtimu- 
lating that jealouſy, which loves to har- 
bour itſelf in the breaſt of kings, when 
reſiding heirs ſeem rivals in their glo- 
and peoples love. Majeſty painfully 
ſuppoſes its heir wiſhes (eagerly longing 
to aſcend the throne) that death will 
make him pay the debt of nature, and 


clear the way to glory. Hence royalty 
hears harſh diſcord in the voice that 


praiſes its heir; its ear 1s open to the 
whiſpers of deſigning artifice, and its 
judgment prevailed on to aſſign bad mo- 
tives to good actions. 6 
Volpone well knew the human heart; 
he took care to keep the paſſion of jea- 
louſy ſufficiently awake, and ſoon, with 


his natural addreſs, ſhouldered the prince 
from the adminiſtration. He debarred 


his friends from high poſts of honour, 
and lucrative places, by which he pav- 
ed the way to deſigns of more conſe- 
quence againſt Alfred, and confirmed 


himſelf in his lofty ſtation ; like an oak 


deeply 
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deeply rooted, that ſcorns to bend when 

ſtormy winds ariſe. 
Meantime the princely Alfred, who 
was only actuated by a becoming ambi- 
tion proper to noble minds, of ſerving 
his country, and initiating himſelf in the 
arts of government; perceiving the king's 
diſpoſition, and being ſenſible of the 
policy of Volpone, who boded him no 
good, reſolved not to embarraſs himſelf 
with ſtate affairs, for fear of diſpleaſing 
the paſſionate Germanes, who did not 
ſuffer his will to be diſputed. The 
prince reſolved to give no umbrage to 
ſuſpicious royalty, nor by too obſtinately 
aſſerting himſelf, afford the deſigning 
Volpone ſufficient means to effect a 
breach between him and his royal father. 
Accordingly he gave up the ſtudy of 
politics. He declined the art of aſſo- 
ciating himſelf with the graver lords of 
buſineſs; of ſtrengthening himſelf in con- 
nexions with the prime nobility; of plan- 
ing means to redreſs the peoples grie- 
vances, and advancing ſchemes for their 
welfare; ſo natural to his diſpoſition, 
which would have been at once his plea- 
ſure and his buſineſs. That the king 
| G 3 ſhould 
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ſhould not believe he was brooding in 
private over his diſguſt, and hatching 
dire plans big with fate, he ſought not 
to hide himſelf in myſterious ſhades. 

Thus his active mind, like another 
Harry, unwilling to lay in the ruſt of 
idleneſs, took a turn to the pleaſure of 
gaiety, and the frolicks of youth. Un. 
bending from the ſeverity of reſtraint, 
Ee followed the ſallies of a lively heart, 
warmed by the fire of manhood, now in 
its vigour. He made the young and 
gay his companions ; his aſſociates were 
the ſons of pleaſure, and his friends 
were choſen from the younger nobility. 
Thus it became prudence in Alfred to 
act ſometimes with imprudence | But 
in all the excurſions of gaiety he hurt 
nothing; or if he did by ent, he 
made inſtant reparation. 

Alfred thus engaged himſelf in a va- 
riety of blith divertiſements; and though 
the enjoyments of diſipation appeared 
the buſineſs of his life, yet by often 
mingling with the gentry in the warlike 
ſports of a free people, he gained the 
affection of ſportſment by his freedom at 
the WH race; and the love of the Plain 

honeſt 
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honeſt country gentleman, by his alert- 
neſs at the jovial hunting match. 

Here a keen ſportſman, he rode a fleet 
hunter over the furrowed land, panting 
with labour to gain the high hill, whence 
far away beneath he ſaw the fraudful 
fox, winding through graſſy vales, aſide 
the broad river, croſſing the leaf-ſhedding 
grove, to draw near his favourite copſe, 


the former retreat of ſecurity, now be- 


trayed by his ſcent freſh riſing on the 


| keen noſtrils of a ſwift-purſuing pack, 


whoſe ſhouts of triumph echoed round 
the hills, and made the ly caitif trem- 
ble though deeply enearthed. | 
Like a warrior in purſuit, the ſpirity 
prince would mount his vigorous horſe, 
and galloping in the verdant foreſt after 
the prancing ſtag, he would follow the 
cry of the hounds, and the merry horn, 
re- echoing from hill to hill. Amidſt the 
fragrant breeze of cool morning ſneding 
pearly dew-drops, he would hail the gol- 
n ſun, as climbing above the moun- 
taih's ruſſet brow, he revived all nature; 
and cheered the gay ſongſters of the 


grove, the peaſant whiſtling at his plough, 
and the milk-maid ſinging tuneful be- 


G 4, neath 
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neath the patient cow, extracting neftar. 


Still purſuing, the eager prince untir. | 
ed, would follow or lead the way, While 


now the faultering ſtag his ſpirits flag- 
ing, would take to the water. He would 
daſh boldly 1 in the river, and ſwim the 
ſtream in vain hope at once to cool him- 
ſelf, diſſipate the ſcent, and elude purſuit; 
till drove by the yelling pack to a fatal 
bay, he would ſtand againſt an over: 
arching oak ſupported, and combat his 
barking foes too numerous and cruel, 


while tears from his eyes faſt flowing, 
would ſtir up pity in the breaſt humane. 
Then generous Altred, commiſſerating 


the pang of him who had before yield- 
ed guck ſport, would give him life 
and liberty; again to roam at large in 
the green wood foreſt; to meet again his 
bounding companions, and again to gam- 
bol with the ſleek doe unſeen in love's 
diſport, beneath the cool coyert of the 
leafy ſhade. So generous was his mer- 
ciful diſpoſition ! 

Not leſs agreeable was the affable-po- 


lite Alfred to a graver ſet. of people. 


Changing the rural ſcene, he now came 
among the merchants, and adapted him- 
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ſelf to the uſeful induſtrious cit12-1, 
With the utmoſt condeſcenſion he gra- 
ed their banquets, where peace and plen- 
ty ſmiled. With pleaſure he would liſten 
to the eloquent merchant, explaining the 
arts of trade, the vaſt emoluments of 
traffic, the prodigious flood. of riches 
brought by commerce to the metropohs 
from around the globe; which in a thou- 
ſand ſtreams circulating through the 


whole kingdom, was the material cauſe 


of its power, ſplendour, and its happi- 
neſs, by employing millions of people, 
and adding to the comforts, neceſſaries, 
and elegancies of life, 

Thus Alfred had a good opportunity 


of reviewing the citizens in their true 


light; of knowing their utility in his 


kingdom, and to value them according- 
ly, while he ſtocked his mind with the 
moſt beneficial knowledge. Then in 
pleaſing intervals, relaxing himſelf to 
cheerful recreations, he would meet the 
city ladies, who wanted neither beauty 
nor politeneſs at their aſſemblies; and 
ſelecting a lovely partner, join in the 
mazy dance with the charming cits, 
though not dignified with pompous titles, 

4 Bf — 


16 FASQUIN. 
but thoſe which reſult from virtue, good- 
ſenſe, and good-manners. 

Thus he perceived that the merchants 
were the baſis and ſupport of the king. 
dom through diſtant ages. In them he 
beheld the finews of war, and the exu- 

berance of peace; while the nobility kept 
up the dignity of a royal nation, and the 
majeſty of kings. 

Hence pleaſure led his highneſs to uti- 
lity, who wiſely extracted all the benefit 
poſſible from his ſituation. But Pleaſure 
is at beſt a dangerous conductreſs of the 
great; for when that volatility of ſpirits, 
natural to the vivacity of youth, ſprung 
in his heart, it became next to impoſſible 
for fo lively a- perſonage, though gene- 
rally influenced by prudence, to ſteer 
always ſafely through the quickſands of 
temptation, without fometimes being 
borne down its deceitful current, open- 
ing expanding fails to its fallacious 
breeze, and ſinking on its deceitful coaſt. 

It was natural for the ladies to be fond 
of a prince ſo amiable; and it was as 
natural for him to be grateful. It was 
the faſhion among all ranks of people to 


have pleaſurable connexions with the 
f fair 
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fair ſex, which cuſtom ſeldom imputed 


as a crime in youth, making allowances 


for the frailty of nature; though Virtue, 
and ſtill more pure Religion, utterly 
ſtrict to admit excuſes, difavom the leaſt 
indulgence, and thunder their diſappro- 
bation. Yet ſome dare to juſtify reci- 
procations of a dear delight, to which 
Nature has made all her ſons prone, and 
ſay, as it may be very inconvenient to 
quench the pleaſing flame 1n the method 
preſcribed by legiſlation, agreeing parties 


may tollow her Jaws, to the furcherance 


of mutual felicity : but theſe are the 
apologies of Vice, who for private plea- 
ſure diſregards public utility. 

If the prince ever wandered from the 
paths of Virtue, even then he had ho- 
nour for his companion, who always 
with-held him from making far excur- 
ſions in the regions of F olly; who never, 


with all her blandiſhments, could conta- 


minate a heart guided by benevolence. 


If he did amiſs—for who is perfect? 
the firſt moment poſſible he rectified 


every ſlip. And when the hymenial 
yow made fidelity ſacred, his enemies 
dared not to hint him inconſtant, for 

fear 
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fear the honeſt and ſenſible ſhould hoot 
them; all being ready to yield him the 
praiſe due to the ſanctity of faithfulneſs, 
and paternal affection. 

Volpone could not hear without re- 
gret, of the great aſcendancy which Al- 
fred gained over the grateful hearts of a 
ſenſible a fond of freedom, and 
who ſpoke from their feelings, leaſt liable 
to error. Volpone conſidered that the 
voice of the public was extremely effica- 
cious; and f the prince, tired with af- 
fronts, ſhould offer to affert himſelf, the 
king concurring with his ſubjects, might 


place him in ſome 1 poſt; and then 
] 


his ſituation wou 
carious. 

To weaken then the prince in the 
minds of his favourite people, lower 
his popularity, and prevent a conjunc- 
tion that boded him no good, he and 
his emiſſaries took every occaſion to ſneer 
at the prince's devotion to pleaſure ; and 
itrove to give every action, however in- 
nocent, ſuſpicious appearances, to gloſs 
away the beſt, and magnify others to 
enormities. And if they could not make 


wickedneſs the motive, _—_ inſinuated 
that 


become very pre- 


18 


pleaſing aſpect, Alfred would fomerimes 


1 
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that folly and weakneſs were the cauſe of 
all his actions. 

It is the ſure ſignature of a baſe de- 
generacy of nature, to ſet ſcandal on to 


worry a ſuperior character, or to ſee jt 


mangled by the ruffian hand of defama- 
tion; yet it is the pleaſing occupation of 
but too many, to diſſeminate falſe opi- 
nions, to the prejudice of excellence they 
cannot reach, and which they are doom- 
ed to envy. Various methods were tri- 
ed by the partizans of the jealous mini- 
ſter, to depreciate Alfred, and ſet bounds 
to his popularity. 

The people ſaw that Volpone, making 
the king a dupe, tranſacted affairs juſt as 
he pleaſed. They ſaw he ſurrounded the 
throne by his creatures, who cut off all 
communication with majeſty, and be- 
ſieged their royal maſter till he was their 
priſoner; and hence they placed their 
hearts on Alfred. Here lay the mini- 


ſter's chief dread, who knew if he aſ- 


cended the throne while he was alive, 
he would call him to the ſeveteſt ac- 
count for his mal-adminiſtration. 

As ſtate affairs wore not the moſt 


Gait 
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caſt back a look of concern, to behold 
the primero carry all things with ſo high 
a hand. He found prevailing in his 
breaſt, an anxious ſentiment of diſguſt, be- 
cauſe he was joſtled from all power; not as 
it might affect ambition, or pique his pride, 
but becauſe his hands were tied from 
aſſiſting a nation he now regarded as his 
own; and was unable to promote his 
worthy friends, who were frowned upon 
at court, where the king was hedged in, 
and ſurrounded by the creatures of the 
favourite. Alfred, amidſt his pleaſure, 
ſaw with pain the tide of corruption riſe 
-ſo high, and with dejection found him- 
ſelf incapacitated to ſtem its current, 
Which now threatened to overflow the 
kingdom. However, rather than diſ— 
pleaſe his royal father, he mingled with 
the votaries of pleaſure, declining na- 
tional affairs, and gave encouragement 
to the ſons of genius, promoting arts, 
ſcience, and elegant works of taſte. 
The diabolic powers rejoiced, that ex- 
cluding the prince, they had ſo firmly 
fixed Volpone in his ſeat of power. They 
tempted him to puſh things to extremity, 
hoping, whether he * or was — 
| | that 
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that Alba would be thrown into diſorder, 
if not ruination: but the coolneſs of his 
head and heart reſiſted the flattering im- 
pulie, and he was ſaved by cowardice, 
not by virtue. 

Was not Providence to preſide over 
the works of creation, and counterbal- 
ance evil with due proportions of good, 
this world could not exiſt; or if it did, 
all beings in it would be recderad mi- 
ſerable: ſo coercible is evil! The great 
arch- angel Seraphiel, with equal power 
and will to do good, as the potent prince 
of air had to compaſs evil, was equally 
vigilant to bring his purpoſes to perfec- 
tion, and fruſtrate che Plans of wicked- 
neſs, 

The celeſtial guardian of Alba caſt 3 
paternal eye on Alfred, carefully noting 
the power of Volpone, by whom he was 
drove from a court, where he had a 
right to appear with ſome authority. He 
ſaw the danger of his being tutored by 
Pleaſure, who, though ſhe holds the me- 
dium dete Vice and Virtue, is the 
auxiliary of either, indifferent to which 
ſne leads. Let among the great, the 
healthy, young and rich, there are few 

| whoſe 


— 
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whoſe minds are ſo nerved, whoſe hearts 
are ſo cautioned, whoſe underſtandings 
are ſo prepared, and manners ſo hardy, 
as always to withſtand the ſweet, the de- 
luſive baits, that vice throws out in the 
paths of pleaſure, which naturally run 
imperceptibly into thoſe of vice. Guile- 
ful pleaſure, however innocent at firſt, 
has a fatal property to prepare the heart 
for the deceptions of error, and to give 
it a diſtafte for the rigid maxims of vir- 
tue, though grateful to the judgment, 
and. in the approbation of honour. 

It was to the goodneſs of the prince's 
nature, that Seraphiel addreſſed himſelf, 
with certain hopes, that nothing could 
induce him to become a votary to wic- 
kedneſs, or to make an offering of his 
heart to vice. Without breaking in upon 
the freedom of his will, he deterred him 
from their banquets, though joyous 
with the jovial ſong of frolic, and gay 
with the merry harp of feſtivity ; and he 
inſpired him with the god-like principles 
of virtue and goodneſs; which, like the 
ſun breaking through ſurrounding fogs, 
often ſhone conſpicuous in his generous 
actions, by which he nobly — 

that 
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that they were the buſineſs of his mind, 
and gay pleaſure only. but the frolic of 
leiſure hours, the paſtime of a noble 
mind, unbending itſelf to pleaſing re- 
creations, 

Thus, whether the worthy are occu- 
pied in the buſy ſcenes of life, are ſtray- 
ing in the delicious gardens of delight, 


or lulled to gentle ſleep on the bed of 


repoſe ; the better powers who guard 
mankind from evil, mingle in our ſcenes, 
watch round our paths, and are about our 
bed, to inſtil the noble ſentiment of vir- 
tue, and witneſs to our actions. But 


the evil Genii purſue the wicked, per- 


plex their affairs, and 2 their con- 
ſclence. 


Ex p of the Fir TR Book: 
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BOOK the SIXTH. 


The ARGUMENT. 


The temple of Providence deſcribed. Ii; 
angel commanded to direct Seraphiel ts 
 effet? the marriage union of Alfred and 
Zenobia. The angel received by Sera- 
pbiel, and delivering bis meſſage returns, 

 Germanes diſpatches an ambaſſador to de- 

mand Zenobia for Alfred. Satanic pou- 
ers hurry to prevent the match. Zenobia 
commits herſelf to the ocean. The demons 
raiſe a tempeſt, and attack her guardian 
Seraphiel, who involves them in their 


own ftorms, and ſecures the princeſs 

8 Urrounded by unnumbered worlds, 
O in the centre of univerſe, on pillars 
of everlaſting adamant, ſtands the mag- 
nificent temple-palace, ſacred to the glo- 
rious majeſty -of divine Providence ; 
where he more particularly reveals his 


glory, though at the ſame time he is ab- 
ſolutely 


ent offspring. 


awful commands, reſpeCting his govern- 
ment of every world, and receives ange- 
lic vice- roys, who give faithful accounts 


of their legiſlation. Towards the four 


quarters of the univerſe, four magnifi- 
cent porticos, in a taſte ſupremely grand, 
open their golden gates, to admit the 
miniſtering angels of 'the world's ſtupen- 
dous governor. - 

The capacious ſanctorum of the moſt 
high, ftands elevated with a thouſand 
ſteps of poliſhed ivory, from whoſe curv- 
ing extremities up-grow trees of vegeta- 
ble gold, gay with cluſtering fruit, and 
blooming immortal fragrance. On each 
ſtep appear various birds and animals, 
emblematical of his government. The 
lion and lamb, the eagle and pelican, or- 
namental of the approach, declare his 
ſtrength and ſwiftneſs to puniſh the un- 
worthy, and his tenderneſs for his obedi- 


Beneath a beauteous dome, as in a hea- 


ven of its own ſeldom approachable, ap- 


pears the holy ſanctorum of the divine 
preſence, blazing in a ſuperb pavilion 


chrone, that tranſcends the tongue of an- 


H 2 =—_ 
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gels. Tranſparent veils fall around to 
ſhade the elſe too glorious ſplendour of 
Deity, when he honours his faithful with 
a divine colloquy. 15 

An indication being made, that the 
great ſeraphim's attendance was requir- 
ed, the angel of Providence prepared to 
obey the heavenly call. Though one of 
the moſt exalted beings in the ſcale of 
exiſtence, though he had kept up the 
dignity of his nature, by loving, obey- 
ing, and adoring his creator, yet he pu- 
rified himſelf ſeven times, before he dared 
to approach the immaculate throne of 
the great ſupreme. . 

He then aſcended the conſecrated ſtairs 
of heaven, while the bright ſplendour of 
approbation darting from the throne, 
cheered the obedient angels, who held 
up the train of their great chief, prepar- 
ed his paſſage with heavenly muſic, or 
cenſed his path with delicious fragrance. 

The great angel reaching the higheſt 
ſtep of the ſanctorum, laying his ſtarry 
oroven beneath the footſtool of the throne, 
and proſtrating himſelf, ſaid; O! graci- 
ous cauſe of my exiſtence, whoſe good- 
neſs confers en me perfect bleſſedneſs; 

| | to 
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to obey thy righteous will, O god, is 
my delight. Immediately after he ſpoke, 
mild flaſhes of light, accompanied with 


noble thunder-ſounds, gave atteſtation of 


heavenly approval; and a voice came 
from the elevated throne in the moſt ra- 
viſhing melody, and ſaid; proceed, O 
thou approved miniſter, to Seraphiel, 
and direct him to effect the ſacred union 
of Alfred with Zenobia; for the diadem 
refuſed to his brow, will adorn the head 
of their future ſon. The voice ceaſed. 


The angel bowed obedient, and flew to 


fulfil the commands of his lord. 

The ſwift chariot of Providence being 
ready, the noble domination aſcended the 
bright vehicle of ſpeed. A thouſand 


angels, who loved to accompany the 
great chief, to ſupport his . intentions, 


and defend his perſon, flew guard-like 
on each fide, or Pllowed rank after rank 
with banners flying. The gorgeous car, 
muſically conſtructed, ſounded harmoni- 
ous from internal organs, curiouſly diſ- 
poſed, which, as the golden wheels turn- 
ed on their ſilver axis, ſent forth ſublime 
ſtrains, that cheered the choral bands of 
angels; who in due intervals chanted re- 
H 3 ſponſive, 
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118 PASQUEFN 
ſponſive, and joining with ſilver harps, 
ſang lofty odes in praiſe of paternal Pro- 
vidence. 

When the angel approached the orby 
confines of earth's vapoury atmoſphere, 
Seraphiel timely admoniſhed, came forth 
from his palace, and ſaluted the heaven- 
ly prince, who alighting embraced him; 
and was conducted in the court through 
crouds of powers, obedient to the will 
of Providence: ſeated on a throne of 
ſtate, he partook. of a banquet, now as 
by magic gracing the feſtal board; nor 
was wanting the cheerful ſong of merri- 
ment, the ſoft lyre of gaiety, nor the 
ſprightly narration, which captivates the 

heart, while it informs the ſoul. 

The pleaſing refreſhment over, thus 
the great angel of Providence delivered 
himſelf: Guardian of Alba, if evil beings 
are fo far permitted as to prevail in their 
cruel deſigns againſt Alfred, intermit 
thou no watch to fruſtrate their perni- 
ciĩous attempts; and make their preſent 
ill turn out good in the future; while 
going on from bad to worſe, their wic- 
kedneſs ſhall fall on their own devoted 


heads, But above all, never reſt till 
Alfred 


of 


- BASE uw 
Alfred is firmly united in ſacred mar- 


riage to Zenobia; the means being left 


to thy prudence. | 

This effected, beſtow on the prince 
of their loves, divine regard; for the 
diadem will alone be placed on his righ- 
teous head. He will be protected by 
heaven, which he will not diſgrace by 
unworthy actions; and his heart will 
glow with gratitude to his maker, and 


good-will towards his ſubjects. Adieu, 


he ſaid, embraced him; and inſpiring 


him with the breath of celeſtial grace, 


he mounted his car, and ſped away, ſoon 
gaining other regions, and remoter 
worlds. „ 3 

Immediately Seraphiel poſted down 
among the Alban ſenators, and propa- 
gated a ſentiment; that for the good of 


ſucceſſion, it was fit Alfred ſhould marry, 


and that no one was more worthy to be 
his bride than Zenobia. At firſt the 
pleaſing ideas lodged with a few, and 
dwelled for ſome time in their hearts ; 
but breathed in gentle whiſpers, by de- 
grees they made their way among the 
many, till they became general; and fly- 
ing on the wings of report, fame pro- 
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claimed around the approving nation, a 
marriage between Alfred and 2 enobia, 
The king, ſtruck with the ſenſe of the 
people, and the propricty of the con- 
nexion, met fame half way, and aſſented 
as to a ſelf-evident propoſition. x 
The crafty miniſter was likewiſe im- 
preſt with. the juſtneſs of the ſentiment, 
which he apprehended foreſhowed him no 
good; and reſolved, in order to fave ap- 
pearances, if he could not avert, he 
would be ſeen to forward the union. 
The force of his mind was of a back- 
ward turn, and he caſt about with ra- 
pidity of thinking how to ſecure his own 
predominancy, and prevent interfering 
power. He flew to Germanes to be firſt 
with the report, or in time to receive his 
firſt ſentiments. Volpone, faid the king, 
the voice of the people reaches my ears, 
they require my ſon to unite his fate with 
Zenobia : to which Volpone craftily re- 
plied; the people, never ſatisfied with 
the poſſeſſion of preſent happineſs, full 
of the curſe of ingratitude, are ever pro- 
vident of the future, negle& what they 
poſſeſs, and fondly hope ſome impoſſible 
thing in reverſion, Would to he 
L e 


s 5 wo — 
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they were more grateful for the benefits 
of your majeſty's reign, and leſs circum- 


ſpect to provide againſt your death, as if 


their mighty prudence followed their 


wiſhes. 


This diſpoſition of ideas cooled the 
king, who at length ſaid; yer I think 
there 13 a propriety in the union, for if 
the prince ſhould die before rne, there 
will be a want of heirs, which might 
throw the nation into confuſion. . As to 


the lady, ſhe is every way worthy our 


ſon, nor can we make a better choice all 
over the world. Volpone' ſeeing the ne- 
ceſſity of falling in with the king's opini- 
on, ſaid: ſince your majeſty thinks it right 
the prince ſhould marry, I know not a 


perſonage more equal to his royal family. 


Then be it ſo, the king rejoined, and I 


will break it to the prince. 


Meantime Alfred hearing the rumour 
required of a nobleman, who was juſt 
come from her court, the character of 
Zenobia, To which he anſwered, I ſhall 
obey your highneſs, but you muſt only 
expect an indifferent ſketch from my 
imperfect expreſſion. As to the favou- 
rite boaſt of women, their exterior charms 


I give 
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I give myſelf but ſeldom to admire, ex- 


cept in pictures and ſtatues; for in ge- 
neral, the beautiful ſacrifice their minds 
to improve their perſons, and while they 
up-root the leaſt hair amiſs, they often 
plant or ſuffer to grow in their hearts 
pride, vanity, ſelfiſhneſs, and ſenſuality! 
The great perfection of Zenobia ſeems 
to be, that ſhe 1s qualified to render the 
prince happy ſhe marries; therefore the 
baſis of her mind muſt be good-ſenſe, 
rudence, and good-nature. But as your 
royal highneſs is not inſenſible to the 
charms of a fine perſon, be aſſured, though 
this is the land of love, yet few Albans 
are more beautiful than Zenobia. Form- 
ed to ſhine at court with a thouſand 
blooming charms, delicate graces, and 
refined manners, ſhe appears adapted to 
make at home the tender, faithful, and 
agreeable companion ; the benevolent 
miſtreſs, and the fond, affectionate, and 
beneficial parent. 
This drawing of the fair Zenobia was 
deeply engraved on the prince's heart 
when he went to court; and the king thus 


accoſted him: Alfred, 1s it not time you 


ſhould think of rendering ſome great 
| princeſs 


i 
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princeſs happy ? and if you do not for 
yourſelf, the people claim it for their 


own advantage. To which the prince 
replied, what ever your majeſty thinks 


proper, in an affair of this conſequence, 
1 ſhall never diſobey. Have you, ſaid 
the king, any objection to the fair Zeno- 
bia ? The prince anſwered; I confeſs, ſhe 
is the only princeſs I ſhould ſelect from 


the whole world, if it was given me to 


make a choice. Then added the king, 
I am happy to find your ſentiments io 
equally coincide with mine and the peo- 
ples. I will directly diſpatch ambaſſa- 
dors, to demand for you the princeſs in 
marriage; and I hope to ſee you happy 
in a lovely bride, and a duteous off- 
ſpring. Alfred bowed aſſent, and ex- 
pected the auſpicious hour with impati- 
ence. | 

Now Lucifer having taken the fugi- 


tive family under his patronage, as beſt 


ſuiting his vile purpoles, he flattered him- 
ſelf that he ſhould again preſide over na- 
tional calamity in Alba, and more firmly 
eſtabliſh his own authority. As he lay 
meditating on means to render others as 


miſerable as himſelf, one of his demons 
| hurried 
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| hurried to his tent, in which gaining ad. 
mittance, he declared there was a treaty 
of marriage on fobt between Alfred and 
Zenobia, which was death to his ears. 

The moment he heard the unpleaſing 
news, he ſprang from his ſofa in a vio- 
lent fury. He ſwore it ſhould not be; 
and with horrid imprecations vowed he 
would overturn the world, before he 
would ſuffer a conjunction that boded 
him no good. If, ſaid he, that ſyco- 
phant, that paraſite Seraphiel, dares pro- 
mote the hated match, by all the gods 
of hell, I will hurl him headlong in the 
ſun's burning ocean; or tumble him 
down the precipice of infinite ſpace, 
and bottomlets non. entity. Haſte, ve 
gods, bring my car and follow me. 
Let us fly to deſtroy, he ſaid; and 
mounting his chariot amidſt his demons, 
they flew towards Alba, like a flock oi 
hoarſe ravens, croaking in the wind after 
their prey. 

When he reached heaven s favourite 
ile, he perceived every where the traces 
of divine vigilance; for Seraphiel had fo 

_ wiſely guarded againſt the open attacks 
of brutal force, and the artitice of cun- 
ning 
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ning, that he could effect nothing, All 
parties, the king, prince, and people, 
concurred in the match; and as to the 
princeſs, and her royal family, there was 
not the leaſt ſhadow of diſapprobation, 
When the ambaſſadors demanded her in 
marriage for the Alban prince, their pro- 


poſal was accepted; and in due time fair 


Zenobia prepared for the voyage, and 
to meet the expecting prinee. The 
yatch being ready, and the wind ſpring- 
ing favourable, ſhe took a long farewell 
of her weeping friends, fond. relatives, 
and her dear native country. With 3 
fluttering heart ſhe quitted the ſhore, and 
Providence her guide, ſhe ſubmitted her- 
ſelf to the winds and waves. | 
The ſun riſing auſpicious, gilded the 
ſea-green wave. Soft zephyrs played in 
tae ſilken fails, and her guardian angel, 


though inviſible, kept cloſe at her fide, 


to protect her from perſonal inſult, But 
vigilant over all, the god-like Seraphiel, 
provident of the worlt, with his angelic 
battalion compactly armed, high in the 


air encamped, the avowed protector of 


Zenobia; well knowing the ſatanic prince: 
and 
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they were totally vitiating their nature, 
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and his demons were ever ready on the 
wide domains of Neptune, to compound 


deſtructive meteors, where they acted 


with a force and Ny ſcarce con- 
troulable. 

The black prince of air did not neg. 
lect the offered opportunity, but as he 
found Seraphiel and his band ftrong]y 
encamped in his proper regions, he Chang- 


ed his element. He ordered a marine 


chariot to be prepared, which ſoon ready, 


he mounted ferocious. Six of the hip- 


potamus breed confeſt the coral bit, and 


drew the rapid car, who, as they felt the 
reins, daſhed the foaming {urge with finny 
feet; and ſnorting up fountains of briny 


ſea, they thundered along, rough rebel. 


lowing round the rocks, like vaſt cat- 


cades tumbling down a precipice. 
Preparing as for ſea-fight, his evil an- 
gels encloſed their tyrant chief, to ſhare 
in his devaſtations, and mingle in the 
varied act of malignancy; which, putting 
their thoughts in motion, and directing 
them on external objects, ſerved to divert 
painful reflection within; not conſidering 


| and 


\ 
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and when the power of acting becomes 


{uppreſt, they will be more fiercely tor- 
mented by the unremitting fury of a 
vengeful conſcience. 

Exerciſing their power on the mon- 
ſters of the great deep, ſome rode acroſs 
various fiſhes, as beſt ſuited them; and 
the ocean foamed again from reiterated 


efforts of dolphins, ſeales, ſword-fiſhes, 


ſea-horſes, and enormous whales, inter- 
mixed with mermaids and ſhoals of the 
amphibious race, to ſtrengthen their army, 
hurrying beneath unuſual burdens. Con- 
cealed in a miſt, which proud Luciter 


raiſed to ſcrean himſelf, high in his man- 


of-war-like car he rode, graced with broad 


pendants, colours, and long ſtreamers, 
curling in the wind. The vaſt ocean 


ſnuddering beneath the uncommon bur- 
den, grew agitated as if fear ſhook its 
deep foundations; and the fierce chief 


rocked its broad ſurface, till without 2 


ſtorm, its billows kiſt the clouds, and 


joſtled the roaring rocks below. 


While he commanded the watery field 
of battle, his choſen officers hovering 
aloft in black clouds, were brewing tur- 


bulent 
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bulent tempeſts, and collecting vaſt 
bodies of terrific winds. They moulded 
thunder-bolts, ſpread out broad ſheets 
of - lightening, and aſſembled violent 
ſtorms of hail, rain, and ſnow, to over- 
whelm the princeſs, and wage danger- 
ous battle with Seraphiel, amidſt the 
horrors of contending elements. 
Meantime Seraphiel and his powers 
guarded againſt the worſt; his ſcouts fol- 
owed their moſt concealed ſtratagems, 
penetrated their darkeſt deſigns, and 
dived to the bottom of their deepeſt 
purpoſes; which diſcoveries they conti- 
nually revealed to their great captain, 
who took his meaſures accordingly; re- 
ſolving to make his enemies feel the ſu- 
periority of his ſkill and power, to vin- 
dicate himſelf, aſſert Providence, and pu- 
niſh the wicked, while he protected the 
good. | Pe | 
Now Zenobia loſt ſight of her reced- 
ing country, and the wily powers, to flat- 
ter all round into confidence, ſuffered 
the ſoft inviting breeze to beſpeak her 


fair, till ſhe was too far embarked to re- 


turn. The broad expanſe was unruffled 
| - before 
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before her, ſave now and then the gentle 


gale, who ſporting dipped his downy 
wings on the greenly- tinctured ſurface, 


made it ſmile with dimples on its placid 


cheeks. The vaſt domains preſented a 
ſerene mirror unbounded, which ſtruck 
the ſoul with awe. The glorious ſun, 
riſing majeſtic behind the eaſtern rocks, 
gilded the pleaſing ſcene; and amid the 
ſoft tranquility of a ſtill calm, inſpired 
agreeable cheerfulneſs, as filver fiſhes 


ſported at eaſe in the tranſparent element. 


Gay ſtreamers wontoned. in the gale, ex- 


panding fails opened to the freſh breeze, 


and wafted the ſtately ſhip on its way, 
as the ſhrill trumpet echoing among the 
rocks, announced the royal perſonage. 
But Lucifer grinned to himſelf at the 
deluſive ſcene, which he now meant to 
change in a diſmal manner. As he rode 
ſublime in his car, he lifted up his ſcep- 


tred hand, as a ſignal to the black demon, 
who rode above in undivulged ſtorms, to 


begin the tempeſt; which now appeared 
thickening all around. But what was 


the haughty demon's vexation and ſur- 


prize, when he found the very hurricanes 
I. 1 he 
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he was preparing for others, involving 
himſelf ! For ſkilful Seraphiel knowing 
his vile deſigns, had curiouſly ſurro: and- 
ed Zenobia with an orb of imperviou: 
ſerenity, extending round her far as th- 
human eye could reach, and filled with 
a kind of heavenly ther, which had the 
nature to reſiſt the evil powers, to dil. 
play ſcenes of wonder, and ſtop, like a 
wall of braſs, their ſtorms. Thus he 
laughed at their harmleſs thunder, now 
rebounding back on their own aſtoniſhed 
heads. 

While thus the princeſs rode amidſt 
a pleaſing ſecurity, which nothing could 
diſturb, revengeful Lucifer was caught 
in his own outragious hurricanes, which 
now, on full wing, he had not power to 
retard. The loud rough rebellowing 
winds drowned his poſitive commands, 
and the darkneſs he had raiſed hid his 
diſtreſſed ſituation from his bewildered 
crew, now flying here and there, in the 
_ utmoſt confuſion. All around him a 
perfect Chaos appeared, while moun- 
tainous billows, roaring to the ſcreaming 


clamour of deafening winds, toſt the diſ- 
tracted 
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tracted chief, now in the brown clouds, 
and anon ſunk him below ten thouſand 
fathoms ingulfed. 

Then, like the angel of vengeance, 
Seraphiel, amidſt the horrific darkneſs 
appeared aloft conſpicuous, in a chariot 
of flaming ſulpher, which ſeemed to 
catch fire from his fierce eyes, and venge- 
ful countenance. With full command 
of every element, and every meteor, he 
directed his potent angels to empty the 
capacious boſom of enormous clouds, 
and moving magazines of elementary 


war. Straight wide-yawning, with hor- 


rid burſt, they diſgorged their ruſhing 
contents; and prodigious ſhowers of 


rain, hail, ſnow, and fire, fell amidſt diſ- 


comfited Lucifer, and his diſtracted 
band, now flying for ſhelter to their fu- 
rious chief, who was himſelf void of de- 
tence, yet too proud to retire z while 
from 'kis wide mouth he vomited ſmoke, 
curſes, defiance, and horrid imprecati- 


ons againſt victorious Seraphiel ; Who 


now ſtood up amidſt his car triumphant, 
in terrible majeſty. | 
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At his beck the tempeſt ceaſed, and 
he diſmiſt an angelic herald on the ſwift 
wings of light, commanding Lucifer to 
retire, nor further provoke his vengeance; 
which refuſing, he deſpitefully challeng- 
ed his worſt. At that the great arch-an- 
gel of the air ordered his vaſt magazine 
of thunder, and all the artillery of heaven 
to advance; and catching a red-hot-thun- 
der- bolt, he hurled it ſparkling down the 
opening clouds among the rebels. Still 
repeated was the well aimed meſſage. 
Earth, air, and ocean, heard and trem- 
bled! Prodigious lightening, flaſh after 
flaſh, darted round them, followed by 
red- hot-bolts, that thundered with aſto- 
niſhing accents of wrath, as if the world 
was cracking aſunder 

Unable longer to ſuſtain the viclor 8 
fury, or bear his rageful ſhafts, Lucifer, 
deeply wounded, and half terrified, dived 
below ; but there the vengeful thunder 
bolts followed him, roaring like lions af- 
ter their prey, and hiſſing beneath the 
ſurge like red hot iron quenched in ri- 
vers of water. 


At 
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At length, finding there was no re- 
ſource, that he could neither annoy the 
foe, nor withſtand his artillery; burſt- 
ing with ſhame, anger, diſdain, and 
humbled pride, he ſounded a retreat ; 
and ſculking back like diſappointed ra- 
vens, driven by farmers from the fields 
they came to devour, they fled, de- 
nouncing the coward's apology of another 
time, in a vengeance which they now 
had neither courage nor power to exe- 
cute. They dodged from rock to rock, 
till they eſcaped the conqueror's dread 
thunder-bolts, covered with clouds, em- 
browned with ſmoke, and black with 
miſts of darkneſs. 

But Seraphiel, in his ærial car, rode 
in a clearer ſky, whoſe ſoft ætherial blue 
was undeformed with duſky clouds. 
Mild zephyrs gently played around, and 
his placid band tuned the ſweet flute, 
ſoft warbling in the pleaſing gale, and 
pleaſure ſucceeded the tempeſtive ſcene, 
beheld at a diſtance far away. So dire- 
ful tempeſts often deform the ſweet face 
of April; but the black clouds driven 
northward by the ſouthern gale retire, 

22 - and 
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and at evident diſtance frown over neigh- 
bouring hills, diſcharging their. ſmoak- 
ing contents; while the pleaſed ſpecta- 
tor, in gay ſun-ſhine ſtanding, views the 
blue ſky; and taking in the varied proſ- 
pect of hill, dale, villages, and rivers, 
enjoys the delicious landſcape, from the 
contraſt, with greater delight. 


Exp of the SixTH Book. 
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BOOK the SEVENTH. 


The ARGUMENT. 
Zenobia lands ſafely in Alba, and is met by 
Alfred, who directiy ſolemnizes their mar- 
riage, to the approbation of all parties. 
Feſtivity entertains them at the metropo- 
tis. Rural Pleaſure and Love invite 
them in the country. Volpone uſes every 
art to maintain his influence over the 
king, and hedges in the throne with his 
creatures. His iniquitous proceedings re- 
vealed. Parties form by the dgſire of 
Haring public plunder, under the ſanc- 
tion of public good. Alban treaſure ſquan- 
dered with unmeaning prodigality. 


HUS, ſacred from the ſnares of 
danger, blooming Zenobia ſafely 
failed over the ocean's boſom, and hap- 
pily landed on the Alban ſtrand. Uni- 
verſal joy took poſſeſſion of evefy boſom, 
I 4 ”” and 
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and general approbation dwelled in every 
underſtanding. Where-ever, with graci- 
ous ſmiles, the princeſs appeared, ſhe 
was ſaluted with bleſſings, and proclaim. 
ed the nation's hope, and the joy of the 
people. The moment Alfred heard of 
her arrival, he flew to meet her with a 
lover's haſte; in which painfully-pleaſ- 
ing interval, her heart palpitated with 
fears unknown, and her whole beaute- 
ous form was os with a moſt 
delicate languor. Soon he appeared, 
while the glow of virgin modeſty fluſhed 

over the lilies of her fair complexion. 
Struck with the grandeur of her no- 
ble perſon, where dwelt youth, beauty, 
and gracefulneſs, that indicated good- 
neſs of heart, and an elevated under- 
ſtanding, he declared ſhe ſurpaſſed his 
fondeſt hopes, and. tranſcended the deſ- 
cription of fame. With untaught rap- 
ture, genuine from his affectionate heart, 
enamoured at her firſt approach, he 
received her to his protection, with a 
fidelity never more to wander. The 
hymeneal rites were ready prepared. The 
facred altar was decorated. The awful 
prieſt 
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prieſt was at hand; nothing forbid, and 
expectation watched in every eye. 

Forth the happy Alfred led the love- 
ly blooming Zenobia, through crouds of 
admiring nobility, to the temple ſacred 
to wedlock (ſhe not unpropitious) where 
before heaven and earth, they ſolemnly 
plighted their faith, exchanged mutual 

vows of laſting love, and united their 
two fond hearts in one, by the marriage 
knot. Heaven approved the holy act, 
and every good power gave propitious 
omens of connubial happineſs; the na- 
tion making atteſtation of unuſual ſatiſ- 
faction. | pe > | 

Now to the call of elegant feſtivity, 
the gay prince conducted the bluſhing 
bride to the banquet of royalty. The 
ſweet ſong, by love inſpired, was gaily 
warbled to her praiſe, accompanied with 
the ſoft lyre of merriment, pleaſing pre- 
parative to the lively ball; where Beauty, 
blooming with all her graces, diſplayed 
herſelf to perfection, to the raviſhed eye 

of taſte, in the figured dance majeſtic; 
till midnight's revelry encroached on 
morning, and the joyous day was crown- 
£d with the bliſs and repoſe of .night. 

| | Amidſt 
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Amidſt the noble entertainment af- 


forded in the grandeur of a great me- 
tropolis, pleaſure forgot not to prepare 


other delights in the countr y, more ſuit- 


able to gentle love; who is too much 
hurried m a town life, and its finer nature 
too much diverted from the dear object 
moſt pleaſing to itſelf. 

Tender Love requires a happy cli- 
mate, and unreſtrained delights to. ſtray 
adit groves, fountains, meadows, eecy 
focks, and prattling ſtreams; joys to be- 
hold the rich extending proſpect, while, 
with the finger of amity, the partner of 
its foul, points out the delicious ſcene: 
or in fond dalliance employed, demands 
the filent ſhade, over-canopied with frag- 


rant ſhrubs, coſe entangled, that forbid 


the prying eye of curioſity. Such fweet 
ſcenes, more adapted to the taſte of 
Fove, than magnificent palaces, and 
crowds of formal nobles, give ſuch a de- 
hcate . pleaſure in the company of be- 


loved object, that tranſcends the power 


of language | 
In the interim Volpone was not idle 


to guard againſt the ſtorm that threaten- 


ed his aſcendency over the king. He 
took 
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took every method natural to be expect- 
ed from his profound cunning. He ſur- 
rounded the royal perſon with aſſociates 
who ſhared, influenced by a nod, his en- 


vied power, and moſt pecuniary poſts. 
Thus he hedged in the throne by his 


E obedient creatures, till he made an abſo- 


lute property of the ſovereign, and ruled 
the nation with the deſpotiſm of a Tur- 
kiſh baſhaw; yet ſo intermixed were his 
fear and cunning, that he dreaded to 
make encroachments on the liberties of 
the people, unleſs he was puſhed by ne- 
Bug + for all the little trifling popula- 

rity he gained at firſt, in order more 
eaſily to wriggle himſelf into office, wore 
a pretence to freedom, and an oppoſition 
to the party of the rejected family. 

The crafty miniſter daily ſtudied the 
nature of his ſovereign, who he perceiv- 
ed, if he had any deſires to rule by his 
will, wiſely checked them, from the 
example in the late reigns, and content- 
ed himſelf to follow a fancy guided lit- 
tle by a fine judgment, an elevated ge- 
nius, or an extenſive reaſon. Chiefly 
directed by an inclination for the great 
in little things, he ſtrove not to oppreſs 

the 
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the people, and took little care to do 
them good. If the miniſter kept the 
rafion quiet, ſaved him from the toils 
- of ſtate, and got him enough money, it 
was ſufficient. He would fay, I muſt go 
abroad, get me a million: to which the 
miniſter would reply; two, if you pleaſe; 
and that buſineſs thus eaſily finiſhed, he 
made it evident to majeſty, that it wa 
his intereſt at all events to protect him 
againſt popular odium, which now grey 
into a many headed oppoſer, and gained 
a voice of that efficacy, as to echo ſome- 
times round the throne. 

Volpone laid out all the whole power 
of his foul in contriving and bringing to 
maturity the great plan, which alone 
could fecure the king's favour, gain all 
the great and powerful, and riſe up a 
bulwark againft the rage of his enemies. 
For a long time the regal power ſtrug- 
gled hard againſt the ſenatorial, which 
courageouſſy ſet itſelf in oppoſition to un- 
hmited authority. The throne, in its ſur- 
vey of the kingdoms of the world, ſaw 

that almoſt every monarch was abſolute; 
his will was law, and his dutiful ſubjects 
appeared proud to obey. The god- like 
| | idea 
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idea was exceſſively flattering to Alban 
kings; many ſilently lamented their want 


of authority; and ſome reſolved, if poſ- 


| fible, to become abſolute; or were be- 


trayed into the act by the ambition of 
bad miniſters, who find their power aug- 
mented, in proportion to the authority 


of the king. 


Various methods were tried to enſlave 
the people, chiefly on the loftier and 
more noble principles of wrong, where 
a divine right, and the precedent of cuſ- 


tom were aſſerted, backed by authority, 


and ſupported by the ſword; but ſtill the 
genius of the people, ever enthuſiaſts for 
liberty, prevailed; and ſeveral kings, in 
bringing ruin on the ſubject, involved 
themielves and families in deſtruction. 
Perhaps gracious Providence, who for the 
wiſeſt purpoſes ſuffers ſo much evil, yet 
is unwilling all the world ſhould be 
ſlaves, and thus piotetts the liberty af 
his nobleſt 1fland ! 

But Volpone, from the natural bent 
of his own timid mind, perceiving the 
rock on which ambition fo often ſplit, 
took another and more eaſy method, and 
that was, the ſweet inſinuation of a dec» 

laid 
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laid cunning, too ſubtle for human frail. 
ty to reſiſt ; by which he, corrupted that 
ſenate into thoſe meaſures which he 
could not force them to acknowledge. 
But this not of himſelf alone. Man, 
though he is a free agent, yet he is liable 
to be carried away by his paſſions, and 
the under powers of his mind, which are 
eaſily raiſed, or acted upon, by extrane. 
ous objects; whule his ſuperior reaſon i; 


lulled aſleep, hurried to conſent, or diſ 


approving overawed. As the greateſt 


men of antiquity confeſs with the preſent, 


that the virtuous, the favourites of hex 
ven, are moſt immediately under his in- 
fluence; and that he leads them more 
and more by his Providence: ſo the man, 
who will ſtick at nothing to enjoy this 
world, leaves himſelf open to the direc- 
tion of its god ; who oft inſpires the per- 
nicious hint, influences the fierce paſ- 
ſions, and dictates the occult meaſure, 
till, as it were, he poſſeſſes and moves 
his inmoſt ſoul. 

Volpone was never at a loſs to pene- 
trate the weakneſs of human- nature, to 
avail himſelf of its frailty, to addrels 
himſelf to its foibles, and to throw fet- 
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ters round the moſt ſtubborn will, till 
he reduced the refractory to wink at his 
meaſures, comply with his ſchemes, and 
become his ſcavengers. In caſting round 
his mind, to gather in all objects that 
could aſſiſt his grand deſign, he per- 
ceived the grandeur and riches of the 
country flowed from the fountain head 
of commerce, that beneficial ſource of 
power to an induſtrious people; which 
now ſpreading round the nation in co- 
pious tides, was of infinite utility. But 
as great good is often the cauſe of great 
evil, he ſaw that trade was the parent of 
luxury, of which he availed himſelf as 
highly ſerviceable to his laboured ſyſtem. 
But at the ſame time he found, with re- 
gret, that traffic, by rendering the good 


merchants opulent, it made them un- 
pliable to his hand, hearty for the free- 


dom of the ſubject, and uncorrupt in its 
defence. Therefore he hated the mer- 
chants; and though he dared not ob- 
ſtruct, he never would promote trade. 
Yet, for all the boaſted pride of nobility, 
when he wanted money, he was obliged 
to ſolicit the citizens. f 


In 
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In laying down his ſyſtem of corrupti. 
on, he made it a grand point to exclude 
the prince, and then he was aſſured that 
all people were to be gained by pleaſure, 
power, and avarice ; in effecting which, 
he had but little time, and lefs capacity, 
to carry on the great affairs of the nati- 
on to any degree of perfectoin; eſpeci- 
ally, as all offices were filled by his crea- 
tures, who made a bargain with him, 
and fold the people they had bought be. 
fore. But men of real merit, and jud- 
ges of national buſineſs, were ſhouldered 
from the ſtate, and became uſeleſs, and 
from their genius wrongly turned hurt 
ful members of that ſociety they could 
have benefited. Thus he ſhamefully 
neglected the nation's great object com- 
merce, ſuffered his country to be inſult- 
ed by cowards, the ſcorn of Albans; and 
bewildered in foreign affairs, he vilely 
blundered in the dark. . | 
Inadequate to the great truſt repoſed 
in him by his king, he laboured only to 
keep or buy peace with any power that 
would frown upon him, from which he 
was continually duped by fuperior poli- 
tics abroad; but at home, when clamour 
| run 
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run high, it was only out of doors; with- 
in he knew how generally to bribe that 
tongue to ſilence, which, in a right cauſe, 
ſpoke with the eloquence of angels. But 
it ſome proved ſtubborn, conſcious of de- 
ſerving the whole thunder of reproach 
from an injured people, he partly from 
his phlegmatic nature, and a neceſſary 
Patience, bore it with the ſmile of calm 

ſerenity, though his heart was gnawed 
by the vulture of vexation. 

His grand ſyſtem for the ruin of the 
nation being perfected, he now diſplayed 
his ſkill. He put the king on multi- 
plying poſts of profit, as well as honour, 
and encreaſing his nobility ; he opened 
various methods of ſupply, to penſion up 
the fallen great families, by which eaſing 
them of their relatives, their hands were 
tied, and their honour laid under obliga- 
tions. Carrying things with a high hand 
againſt his enemies, he blended them 
with an obnoxious party, who were re- 
bels; diſplaced all the unpliable, and 
filled all offices with his friends and abet- 
tors; reſerving the higher poſts as ſtrik- 
ing objects to. gain the outſtanding no- 

Vol. I. : K | bles, 
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bles, the man of power, and the oppoſ- 
ing orators that gained upon the liſten- 
ing ear; he ſeldom refuſed the applica- 
tion of any ſenator. If any genius, ſtruck 
by the bad meaſure purſued by the mi. 
niſter, formed an oppoſition, and at their 
meetings talked loudly of his iniquitou; 
proceedings, he would leave no ſtone un- 
turned to gain him : for now the Albans 
were worked up to party rage. 


As moſt men have their hobby in one 


predominant paſſion, which rules 1n their 
hearts, the keen miniſter ſet his aſſidu- 
ous creatures to find out the oppo- 
ſer's frailty; whether it was ambition, 
gaming, wenching, equipage, or pleaſure. 
If, as one among a thouſand, he ruled 
his paſſions, and ſatisfied, would not ſtair 
his hand with a bribe, he ſtrove to find 


out ſome dear friend or near relation, 


that for his ſake might be obliged; and 
at laſt he would make the moſt ſtub- 
born neuter, if he could not gain them 
to friendſhip; eſpecially, when as auxili- 
aries he brought to his aid ſtars, garters, 
ribbons, title, office, and pre- eminence. 


The 
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The ſame ſucceſsful method he em- 
ployed with the men of genius, who 
waged inky war againſt his adminiſtra- 
tion, with the pointed pen of keen in- 
vective, ſharpened by wrongs, and poi- 
ſoned with reproach; by which they of- 
ten pierced his conſcious heart, though 
ſhielded by the ſtar of dignity, and pro- 
tected by the power of majeſty. Some 
of theſe he bought to ſilence, or brib- 
ed to his defence: but in that vile taſk 


all their genius forſook them, as the 


courage of the Alban bull dog changes 
in another climate; and as if he had the 


| fate to ſpoil all things, they made a 


wretched figure as. his mercenaries, in a 
cauſe as wretched. | 

But {till there were ſome of the moſt 
eloquent among the ſenators, whoſe vir- 
tue his glittering gold could not ſeduce, 
who, deaf to the invitation of his nobleſt 
poſts, laughed at his gilded baubles and 
glittering triffles, his ſtars of tinſel, and 
his lying titles of empty honour. Steady 
in the defence of their injured country, 


and keen of eye to behold hidden ini- 


quity, they boldly dragged it forth from 
CR K 2 con- 
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.. concealment. Thus, ready armed to 
ſtab bold corruption, now ſtalking in 
 noon-day, they hung over the devoted 
head of Volpone, ſtopped him in hi 
pernicious paths, and purſued him to hi; 
darkeſt lurking places, till they expoſed 
all his enormities, and made him take 
ſhelter beneath the wings of the throne, 
ever ready to cover him. Theſe brave 
defenders of their country, againſt the 
rapacious miniſter, were ever careſſed 
by the prince, and were the ornaments 
of his court. 

Thus bribery, modeled into a ſyſtem 
in the times of luxury, overflowed the 
country, and bore down every oppoſi- 
tion. Moſt of the gentry, vain to make 
a figure, emulated the nobility in ele- 
gant tables, magnificent houſes, and 
gilded equipages, with ſumptuous ap- 


parel; and, of conſequence, over lived 


their eſtates: therefore they became 
needy, and too often met corruption half 
way, becoming tools and ſcavengers to 
the growing man. Theſe were imitated 
by the middling claſs, who, ever in debt, 

even tempted temptation ; — 
. wit 
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with eagerneſs to the conqueror's chains, 
and flew with joy to undo their country! 
Yet, great as was the nation's wealth, 
there was not enough to ſatisfy the 
cravings of folly and pride. Theſe, of 
courſe, were angry and clamorous. The 
animals were of no conſequence, and 
while they kept barking, the miniſter 
laughed! Some of the great diſcontents, 
not ſatisfied in their | of plunder, 
revolted, in hopes to bully the timorous 
idol to their ambition or avarice. They 
put themſelves at the head of violent 
parties, into which the leſſer fry enliſted 
themſelves; cajoled with promiſes, that 
when the chief wriggled himſelf by their 
aid into place and power, he would pro- 


vide for them. Their cue was to bawl 


againſt the miniſter; to call the captain 
patriot, and make a great rout about 


country and court intereſt, and to form 


bribery, corruption, and national ruin, 


into continual topics of diſcourſe and 


writing. 
Diviſions in the ſtate now became out- 
ragious; violent parties were formed, 
who treated their antagoniſts as the bit- 
| | K 3 tereſt 
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tereſt enemies; reproached them with 
the utmoſt virulence, and oppoſed their 
meaſures with the ſharpeſt acrimony, till 


the whole nation became in a ferment ; 


and yet, wretched mongrels, it was prin- 
cipally amongſt them all a ſcramble af. 
ter the loaves and fiſhes; and though 
their country's good was the pretence, 
their own profit was ever in their hearts 
the acting principle. The good and the 
worthy beholding the danger, and un- 
able to ſtem the torrent, fat in ſilence, 
deploring that univerſal depravity which 
required more than mortal {kill to alter, 
and to introduce virtue and loſt honour. 

Steady and inflexible in ill, the mi- 
niſter went blundering on, deaf to the 
keen reproaches thundered againſt him 
by the few remaining patriots, and cal- 
lous to the arrow of genius darted againſt 
his breaſt by honour. Inſtead of boldly 
recriminating, he wiſely affected the con- 
tempt of innocence calumniated by ma- 
lice. Promoting whole herds of knaves, 
fools, and aſſes, he neglected merit, and 
diſregarded ſuperior genius, where he 
had nothing to fear: but as to the ſci- 
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ences and taſte, they were ſtrangers to 
the heavineſs of his phlegmatic ſoul. 
Hence, though million after million 
melted away beneath his unprovident 
hand; though he laviſhed the moſt 
enormous ſums, and ſquandered im- 
menſe taxations, with the utmoſt prodi- 
gality, yet, like a thoughtleſs ſpendthrift, 
the heir of ſome old miſer, there was no 
trace of capacity, genius, taſte, nor uti- 
lity in his profuſion! But he was a mean 
niggard againſt public good, and grudg- 
ed every penny towards its grandeur, 
and its neceſſary ſupport ! | 

The king, indeed, drew largely on his 
_ anſwering banker, becauſe he muſt go 
abroad; his family be royally ſuppli- 
ed; he muſt have his miſtreſs, and his 
continential connexions; which added 
copiouſly to the national debt, now 
ſwelling amazingly. But ſtill nothing 


was to be ſeen for this wonderous ex- 


pence; not even one million was ſpared 
to erect a palace, for the honour of the 
nation; for when foreigners beheld the 
king's reſidence, with aſtoniſhment they 
ſaw an old ſhattered brick alms-houſe 
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for a grand court; a certain ſign to them, 
that the lord of the domains, and his 
tenants, were extremely poor, who could 
not afford to build a handſome houſe, 
due to his quality and reputation; but 
he muſt live in a hovel, while his poor 
dwelt in palaces. 

Selfiſhneſs, thou bane of true gran. 
deur, how doſt thou debaſe the human 
mind? which, if actuated by. generous 
principles, has a divine power in high 
ſtations to baniſh evil, and to render a 
nation happy and glorious ! 


Exp of the SEVENTIH Book. 
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BOOK the EIGHTH. 


The ARGUMEN T. 


Alfred, happy in his rural retreat, remon- 
ſtrates with his father, who turns a deaf 
ear, while the miniſter contrives to ſet 
them at variance. Volpone, in peace by 
his evil proceedings, proves his evil po- 
litics; but being forced into war by the 
voice of the public, diſcovers the nothing- 
neſs of his genius. No longer able to 
ſteer the ſtate, to the inexpreſſible joy of 

Alba, be his forced to reſign the helm; 
but has power ſufficient to place it in the 
hands of his old aſſociates, who ſcreen 
* from the rage and juſtice of injured 

„Ga. FV 


FT ROUGH vain man, in the pride 
1 of proſperity, looks upon his ge- 
nius, wiſdom, or his prudence, as the 
efficients of his glory; or ſucceedin 
without them, prides himſelf in a lucky 
fortune, yet his progreſs is planned by 
BE | a nobler 
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a nobler power, which, with all his ef- 
forts, he cannot exceed, 

Thus Volpone was arriving faſt to the 
ſummit of ſucceſs marked by Provi- 
dence, beyond which he could never 
riſe; and which attained, diſappointment 
would meet, and force him down a 


backward way to the valleys of diſgrace, 


where puniſhment waits to ſeize the ſuc- 
ceſsful offender. 

The prince and his lovely conſort, 
happy in their loves, and ſweet . 


queſtered retreat, heard with regret the 


baneful meaſate of the miniſter, and 
were anxious witneſles to the ſinkin 


credit of the nation, now affronted by 


every petty ſtate. Alfred ſtrove to re- 
monſtrate with his royal father, on the 
diſcontent of the people; but the king 
turned a deaf ear to his dutiful inſinua- 
tion. The prince, not diſheartened, re- 
ſolved to mix in the councils, - and to 


ſhare a little power: but Volpone ſaw, 
in the friend of goodneſs, a foe to him- 


ſelf, and made it one of his chief points 
with the king, to keep the generous Al- 
fred poor as poſſible, and out of all ma- 

nagement 
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nagement in the ſtate. At length, by the 
deepeſt malice ever working to its wick- 
ed purpoſe, he dared to depreciate the 
nation's beloved heir, ſtrove to leſſen their 
good opinion of him, and to ſet the king 
at variance with his royal fon ; who was 

at length forbid the court, and his very 
guards were taken from him. But Al- 
fred ſuffered theſe affronts with the duty 


of reſignation, and with his beloved con- 


ſort retired as a private gentleman, and 
bewailed in ſilence the unfortunate times, 
which it was out of his power to better, 
but by his worthy example. 

Now Volpone triumphed over all op- 


poſition, and exulted in proſperity; for 


as the prince was baniſhed the court, 
there remained no enemy of ſufficient 


_ conſequence to ſhake his power, though 

they diſturbed his glory. Still he kept 
to his old maxim bribery, whoſe ſubtile 

| poiſon, like the air, was ſucked in by 


all ranks of people; for thoſe ſenators 
who fattened on the ſpoil, corrupted the 
people; and buying them, ſwore they 
had a right to ſell them! Thus a per- 


fon was no longer of conſequence, than 
he 


2 
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he was a ſenator, and moſt ſo if an ora- 
tot: therefore the methods taken to 
bribe the peoples voices were Uiipenk- 
able; the riots, drunkenneſs, and glut- 
tony abominable, for which valt eſtates 
were mortgaged, and ancient fam hes 
ruined. : 

Here the patriots were tired out; the 
worthy were hopeieis, and the nation 
became familiarized to his legiſlation, 
Elamour, indced, ran high againſt his 
bribery, and the * iling mountain of na- 
tional debt; but in the pride of ſuccels, 
and gaity of heart, he declared, if he 
vicaſed, he could caſily pay off all the 
national debts he had contracted. A 
declaration like this, ſhewed to what a 
pitiful ſituation the kingdom was reduc- 
ed by one bad miniſter; and the infinite 
. contempt with which he held the peo- 
ple, calling the moſt reſpectable and uſe- 
ful body of the city, ſturdy beggars! 

Among the many daring actions of 
the favourite, who proved as deſpotic 
as a Turkiſh baſhaw, was his inſolence 
on the juſt complaints of the merchants. 


Still he winked at the moſt iniquitous 
proceed- 


PASQUIN, 157 


proceedings in ſeveral, whom he ought 
to have puniſhed; while the moſt infa- 
mous frauds and ſcandalous cheats were 


practiſed by thoſe who appeared to act 


under his direction. Thus the nation's 


wealth was moſt ſhamefully embezzled ; 
at the ſame time univerſal remiſſneſs pre- 
vailed throughout the legiſlature: the 
lower claſs abandoned itſelf to wicked- 
neſs, and the quality were diſſolute. 
Befides paying vaſt ſubſidies, and rhe 
butes to nations unknown, he hired an 
army of foreigners to guard the king- 
dom, which, beſides the expence, was 
an indelible ſhame, and plainly proved 
he feared to truſt the peopie. As if he 
was trying how far he could go, he en- 
deavoured to fetter trade, which ſupport- 
ed the nation. Repreſenting the mer- 
chants, who, like princes, were too pow- 
erful for his arm, as a parcel of rogues 


and ſmugglers, he reſolved on a general 


exciſe; but Alba aſſerted itſelf. "Th ab- 


horrence to this meaſure, the prelude to 


arbitrary power, the voice of the peopl-: 


let him know the public was his maſter, 


and as ſuch would treat him. Tremblin.; 
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he drew back, and gladly ſubmitted; 


elſe heated by aggregated wrongs, they 
would have grown ripe for . rebellion : 


and he narrowly eſcaped with life from 
popular rage. 


Nothing can ſo ſtrongly picture his 


incapacity, his puſilanimity, and embar. 
rafſed want of confidence in his country, 
than his tamely ſuffering an inſolent, 
but cowardly neighbour, to treat the 


merchants with barbarity, and to dif- 


grace the marine, the once boaſt of the 
world. The cry of the people now rol: 
againſt him, in a voice of thunder that 
threatened his deſtruction; but he ſhel- 
tered himſelf in a miſcrable convention, 
which even did not avail him, and he 
was forced on a war he had neither mo- 
ney, credit, or capacity to ſupport, 
Now he betrayed the nothingneſs of 
his abilities, and the utter unequalneſs 
of his power to his great office. Thus 
adored being of a party proved himſelf 
but a wooden god. Unwilling to reſign 
the ſhip he could not ſteer, he continual- 
ly run the danger of foundering. Igno- 


rant and ſtupid in regard to foreign af. 
fairs, 


! EDT I pps Ire 2 © WY 


PASQUIN. 159 


fairs, he was utterly perplexed, and at a 


loſs how to annoy the enemy, and de- 
fend his colonies; and the excellent 
plans which were forced upon him, he 
fooliſhly or iniquitouſly marred, and 
fruſtrated by partial delays and igno- 


rance. Still at the head of affairs, to 


which he was incapable, he floundered 
deep in the mire he had not ſenſe to 
avoid, and blundered on from one folly 
to another, ſcarcely ever ſtumbling by 
lucky chance, on one good ſcheme well 
executed. | 

The nation was in a moſt qiſagreeable 
ſituation, without one faithful and potent 
ally, ſo elaberate were his politics, and 
ſo beneficial his ſubſidies! In ſhort, he 
acted ſo ſcandalouſly, that after many 
ſenators abſenting themſelves, ſome of 
the firmeſt reſolved, in the name of the 
public, to petition his majeſty, that the 
hated miniſter might be removed from 
his office. 

His reputation began more and more 
to decline : his friends, aſhamed of his 
conduct and imbecility, forſook him; 


and the demon of bribery loſt his power 
of 
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of faſcination. A thouſand mountane- 
ous difficulties roſe up in oppoſition, 
and he became tangled in ſuch vaſt per- 
plexities, that his heart ſunk within him, 
while the littleneſs of his genius afforded, 
at a pinch, no elevated reſources; till at 
laſt the prince, aided by heaven in the 
blow, gave a mortal ſtab to his power, 
by which heart-felt wound, ſtaggering 
he lingered for ſome time; and to the 
joy of the whole nation, ſoon departed 
from all office. For after he had called 
in the military, about the choice of a 
ſenator, it ſo exaſperated the people, 
now inflamed to his deſtruction, that he 
flew to the throne for ſhelter ; which 
could only ſcreen him from the perfecu- 
tion of his enraged foes. Now he was 
obliged to reſign all his poſts and power, 
though created a peer; for the animated 
prince, unable to ſtand neuter any lon- 
ger, and tamely ſee his country's ruin, 
publicly declared, that Volpone was ſo 

reat a bar between his majeſty and his 
people, that he could not agree to any 
terms of reconciliation, till he was re- 


moved; and accordingly he was forced 
to 


f 


to quit that tyranny he could no longer 
hold, to the inexpreſſible joy of a ſuffer- 


ing people, who, with the prince, ever 


held him in deteſtation. « 

Thus fell the plauſible Volpone, whoſe 
capacity was narrow and contracted, but 
being poſſeſſed of cunning, judgment, 
and. patience, he did more hurt to the 
nation, than any miniſter before him; 
for which poſterity will be ever bound 
to curſe his memory, becauſe he intro- 
duced ſuch a ſyſtem of corruption, and 
o loaded the nation with exceſſive debts, 
that together in time mult eat into, and 
teſter the heart of government. Then 
the kingdom muſt ſubmit its neck to 
the yoke of ſome tyrant; or conquered 
by ſome ambitious neighbour, the na- 
tion's genius will be quelled, and the 
wretched natives enſlaved, muſt be forc- 
ed to ſerve a haughty vidhas : unleſs, O 
Albans, you quit voluptuouſneſs and im- 


piety, and become like your anceſtors 


plain, honeſt, virtuous, and valiant—— 
difficult renovation | 
Though the miniſter was happily diſ- 
placed, yet his pernicious meaſures were 
to ingratted in the legiſlature, that they 
Vol. 5 L were 


PASQUUIN. 161 


| 
| 


46% PFASQUIN.. 
were ſtill purſued, as being more correſ- 


ponding to the king's ſenſe of things, 
than others more ſalutary to the people. 


For he did not look upon himſelf as the 
ſteward, but the proprietor of the nation; 


and therefore he was to ſtudy Eis own 
private good, in oppoſition to the public. 
Thus, though Alfred was on a friend- 


ly footing with his father, yet, neither he 


nor his friends were entruſted with much 
power; and Germanes openly covering 
the late favourite with his royal wing, | 
it was impoſſible to bring him to con- 
dign puniſhment. So, inſtead of under- 


going the fate ſo much required by his 


injured country, he was crowned with 
the rewards due only to merit ; and died 
in the bed of peace, though ſtern Juſtice | 
ſaid a halter was his due. 

Some time after, Germanes got need- 


leſsly out of his iſland, quarrelling on 


the continent; which was of as much 
conſequence to the Albans as the north 
pole; and, Quixote like, he hazarded his 


ſacred perſon for no purpoſe, coping 


with a nation above his match in point 
of politics and power. The wily enemy 
drew him! into a fatal inare, which, had 

the 
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the plan been executed as it was laid 
down, the king and his whole army 
muſt have been cut to pieces, or taken 
riſoners. But the haſtineſs of a young 
officer fruſtrated the terrible deſign, and 
the king diſcomfitted his enemies : but 
in the midſt of victory he ſtopped ſhorr. 
So glad was Germanes that he fo well 
eſcaped a danger, which he ought not 
to have tempted. 

Still the king was entangling himſelf 
on the continent, the dupe of ſuperior 
politics, at an amazing expence of mo- 
ney, and rivers of blood, for no one 
purpoſe in the world that really concern- 
ed Alba; and his miniſters out of their 
element, blundered continually. Drawn. 
in to be an auxiliary, he was cajoled to 
become a principal, in order to defend 
his patrimony, by which he loſt as many 
men as would people it, and trifled away 


as much money as would have bought 


it ten times over——excellent politics 
that ! 

While Germanes was thus rambling 
about his loved continent, as if to ſee 


who would make a property of him, or 


1 give 
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give him a defeat; the prince, of a tem- 
per diametrically oppoſite, was endea- 
vouring to do the people he expected to 
govern all the good in his power; but 
his hands were tied, and he could only 
become popular by his integrity, affa- 
bility, and perſonal regard to the natives. 

The creator deſigning this globe for a 
ſtate of probation, certainly meant it 
ſhould be ſwayed by ſupreme lords; for 
without legiſlation, the world would be 
turned into confuſion; and no' govern- 
ment is ſo perfect as the monarchal; 
therefore a king while living, is intitled 
to the duty of humble reſpect: however, 
when dead, all have a right, like the 
Egyptians, to ſcrutinize his character; 
and, as the Chineſe, to ſtamp it with in- 
famy or approbation, in the hiſtoric page. 

But how aſtoniſhing it is to think the 
fate of millions depend on one man, 
who, if a good king, diſpenſes bleſſings 
like a god; but if bad, like a demon 
becomes the author of countleſs evils ! 


Exp. of the EIOHTRH Book. 


BOOK 


FAS WE UT.M 


BOOK the NIN TH. 


The ARGUMEN T. 


The ſatanic chief reſolves to bring on a 


direful rebellion by @ pretended prince; 
for which purpoſe he ſends one of his 
choſen imps to inſpire a luxurious cardi- 
nal. The adventurer lands in the north 
of Alba; ſoon collelis an army of moun- 
taineers. The king's army defeated by 
the rebels, who march towards the capi- 
tal, and alarm the royal family. The 
great duke beats the rebels. The fate of 
Alba weighed and deſcribed. Rebellion 
defeated. Peace reſtored. 


6 HE fatanic enemy of Alba's hap- 


pineſs, perceiving the ſhameful 


ER of the kingdom in the abſence 
of its governor, refolved to induce a 
young adventurer to invade the defence- 
leſs nation, make a prey of the kingdom, 
and doom the natives to a miſerable - 


L 3 _ thraldom. 
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thraldom. Accordingly he diſpatched, 
to a favourite ſon of the church, one of 
his choſen imps ; who inſtantly flew to 
his palace, and found him prepared for 
his errand, as he lay on his downy couch 
of purple velvet, ſoft for repoſe, or fit 
for the luxury of thinking. Sweet 
ſleep had ſealed his eyes; and his heart, 
a prey to voluptuous pleaſure, by the 
motion of his paſſions, was giving way to 
alluring ſpeculative love, who appeared to 
lead him by the complying hand through 
long viſtas of delight, that ſoftened the 
heart to ſweet ſenſibility. Before the 
garden, in a happy climate, a delicious 
country opened a lovely landſcape, paint- 
ed by nature, rich with clear meander- 
ing rivers, glittering in the ſun, and rov- 


ing round verdant paſtures, where fleecy 


flocks were gamboling amidſt flowery 


meads, that impregnated the freſh air 


with delightful fragrance. 


In the midſt of the garden appeared 


an elegant temple, devoted to ſoft deſire, 


in the ſweeteſt ſtyle, calculated to melt 
the ſoul to pleaſure. When he entered 
the temple, through an elegant portico 
of poliſhed marble, his eyes were 2 5 
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with the brilliancy of a thouſand luſtres, 
breathing perfume as they depend from 
filver chains, beneath a lofty cupola ; 
the light they gave being gloriouſly re- 
fleted back from a profuſion of gilded 
ornaments, delicately running round va- 
rious pictures of love, which ſeemed as 
if they were alive, and full of joy. 
While he gazed on the gay portrai- 
tures, the ſweeteſt melody grew by ſoft 
degrees on his raviſhed ears, from the 
altar at the upper end. Turning his 
eyes, a ſilken curtain uproſe, and diſ- 
covered a moſt lovely form that ſeemed 
beauty itſelf, riſing from the bed of 
love. With ſmiles ſhe beckoned the en- 
raptured cardinal, who obeying the kind 


| - ſummon, ſhe conducted him to a ſump- 
tuous banquet, loaded with the moſt 


tempting dainties. Here he feaſted all 
his ſenſes, giving way to a voluptuouſ- 
neſs which he oft indulged unreluctant 
when awake, and concealed from vulgar 


eyes. When he was ſatiated with en- 


joyment, catching that lucky interval, 
the demon took the blooming form of a 
pictured ſaint he uſed to worſhip, and 
appeared before him as he ſtill ſlept, 
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well knowing that after love had cloyed 


the heart, it was an ealy ſtep for ainbi- 


tion to fir the foul. 

Thus, with the aſpect of a lovely face, 
in which ſmiles and frowns were blend- 
ed, he appeared before the princely ec- 
cleſiaſtic, and ſaid: Why, © Tencin, 


wilt thou diſſolve thy noble mind in vo- 


luptuouſneſs, when themes more befitting 


thy glory are at hand? Why wilt thou 


weaken thy great faculties in a ſoftneſs 
of manners, more becoming the ignoble 
ſons of indolence? Has ambition lot 
its charms? Art thou ignorant that the 


Albans are left defenceleſs by their king, 


who, lavifhing the nation's wealth and 
blood on a uſeleſs continent they hate, 
are become diſaffected, are perplexed in 


councils, and weak in power. Now then 


is the time to puſh the fortune of thy 


royal patron, and reſtore him to his 
kingdom. 


Then ſhalt thou ſhare his power, his 


wealth, and grandeur in the ſtate; at the 
ſame time thou ſhalt be the avid: head 


of the church. Up then, make no de- 


lay. The people, ever fickle and diſ- 
contented, will receive the unfortunate 
Prince 


AS GU - 26 
prince with open arms. Hark! they 


call come away : they hold out their 
hands to receive your fetters, the willin 


{ſlaves of the artifice and ambition of 


our church, whoſe power declines, and 
whoſe holy ſultan is little more than a 
ſhadow. If you negle&t complying Op- 
portunity, ſhe will fly your future ca- 
reſſes, and never more return. The de- 
mon ſaid, and vaniſhed in a clap of 
thunder, which awaking the great DR 
he reſolyed, after meditating the grand 
idea, to embark | in the undertaking. 

Immediately he flew.to the expelled 
family, and inſpired with the ſpirit of 
lying prophecy, he thus addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the fire: While wrapt in the le- 
thargic gloom of forgetfulneſs, you lie 
thus buried in lifeleſs inactivity; I come 
as 1t were ſent by: heaven, whoſe ambaſla- 
dor I am, to awaken you from this dead 


ſleep in which you are involved. If glo- 


rious ambition does not animate thy ſoul, 
if thy weary eyes behold no luſtre in a 
throne; if thy weakened hand can have 
no pleaſure in a ſceptre, nor thy prince- 


y head find joy in the circle of a glitter- 


ing diadem; yet ſurely thou wilt not be 
irreli- 
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irreligiouſly deaf to the voice of Provi- 
dence, which, throughout all thy king- 
dom cries aloud, come and take poſſeſ- 
ſion of the thanne. to which I am now 
preparing thy path, and all things are 
working to thy reſtoration. The head- 
ſtrong prince who detains thy crown, is 
neglecting the nation's intereſt. Hence 
diſcord mingles in their councils, and ex- 
tenſive diſcontent ſeizes all ranks of peo- 
ple, who hating the cauſe, look up to 
thee for a deliverer. They invite thee 
from thy palace of ſloth; they will expel 
the object of their averſion, and ſecure 
the ſceptre to thy flouriſhing poſterity. 
Pointing to heaven, the Þrieſt ended, 
declaring it was not he but Fate that 
ſpoke. Fired by his ſpeech, the ſire ar- 
rouſed himſelf; and the more ambitious 
ſon thus broke forth, impaſſioned: O 
noble eccleſiaſtic, thy hallowed words I 
receive as the ſacred dictates of heaven; 
not to obey which, would be flying in 
the face of Providence, who, after lead- 
ing our royal family through the trials 


of affliction, now means to reinſtate us, 


and make amends, after probation, in 
the gardens of proſperity. 1 
| ut 
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But as the dangerous undertaking may 


be too much for thy ſacred perſon, 
broken by misfortunes, and immaciated 


by illneſs; behold I offer myſelf thy 


ſubſticute. I will go in thy name; court 


Danger amidſt his northern Wen fight 


thy battles, and ſecure thy throne, till 
thou comeſt to thy glorious coronation. 
Oh thought magnificent, that fires my 


ſoul, and turns me to hero! For I be- 


hold myſelf in fancy's magic glaſs, clad 
in ſhining arms, and aſſembling our nu- 


merous friends; till with a potent army 


I defy Germanes to the field of battle. 
Methinks 1 behold the neighing ſteeds 


rank above rank; ſee thy golden ſtand- 


ard waving auſpicious over the thouſands 


cheerful in the noble cauſe, and hear the 


mighty cannon roaring thy right in 
{trains of thunder. Now boldly we ruth 
amidſt the foe, and conquer all oppoſi- 
tion, To arms then; for nothing can 
be loſt but my life; but we ſhall. gain 
glorious reputation, and a magnificent 
kingdom. 

He ended enthuſiaſtic. The fire, 
ſtruck as with a ſelf evident propoſition, 
aſſented the dupe of fortune, and his 
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politic patron. Immediately the young 
adventurer called a ſecret council of 15 
moſt faithful friends, to conſult on ways 
and means to attain the deſired end. 
It was reſolved to land in the north of 
Alba ſoon as poſſible, and from thence 
iſſuc, with the hardy ſons of poverty, to 
the rich ſouthern provinces, and attack 
the metropolis. 

The plan was laid before the political 
Gaul, who, though diving into its im- 
practicability, yet, willing to diſtreſs 
Alba at any rate, with whom he was at 
war, gave aſſent, and promiſed all con- 
venient aſſiſtance. And had Providence 
ſuffered him to have been hearty in the 
caule, and to have ſent the veterans he 
couid have ſpared, Alba might have 
been vanquiſhed: to ſuch a diſtreſſed 
ſituation had the weak politics of Ger- 
manes reduced the nation. 

Accordingly, with all imaginable ſpeed, 
with as much money as could be pro- 
cured, in a frigate, with a few arms, and 
half a dozen men, the young adven- 
turer came to conquer the greateſt ma- 
ritime nation on the face of the earth 


He had no aſſurances from any friends 
| the 
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tho leaſt powerful, nor certain confidence 
on the promiſes of hi Gauliſh patron ; 
nor had he with him one man of conſe— 
quence, profound judgment, or capacity, 
for any part of the undertaking ; but low 
animsle and rebels, ever weak in their 
councus, and in the held without know- 
ledge. talents, or valour. 

Safely eſcaping the unguarded coaſts 
and la dle d, they were received by a few 
poor Mountaineers, and with them they 
b gun one of the moſt fooliſn adven- 
tures that ever was attempted without 
men, money, arms, friends, reputation, 
{kill, genius and experience! May, both 
they and the {ſcheme were ſo deſpicable, 
that though the crafty ſubtle ſons of 
Gotham, the miniſtry had timely advice 
of the whole deſign; they gave them- 
ſelves very little trouble about their 
proceedings, till they were ftrengthened 
with numbers of the wild ſavages, that 
made the nation tremble again at its 
very cenne? 

As the greateſt evils frequently ariſe 
from the ſmalleſt beginnings, unpardon- 
able was the ſupineneſs of the miniſtry, 
for they knew of the rebellion in its 
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embrio, or at leaſt when it was fir 
hatched; and had they been fit ſecretaries 
for a duſt cart, with the honeſty and abi- 
lity of a tradeſman's clerk, they might 
have cruſhed the viporous brood in their 
very eggs. In cates of this conſequen- 
tial natuie, a wiſe, a diligent ſtateſman, 
cautiouſly inquires if ſuch a whiſpered re- 

ort has the leaſt glimmering of truth; 
and if it has, he diſpatches proper of- 
ficers to tread out the leaſt ſpark of dan- 
ger, for fear, by ſome fatal accident, not to 
be foreſeen, but yet provided againſt, i 
ſhould riſe to a flame, and ſet the nation 
on fire. But yet theſe brave legiſlators 
kept a very ſharp look out for poſts of 
| honour and profit. They were but the 
leaven of Volpone, whoſe direful princi- 
ples thrown into the lump, fermented 
the rebellion | 

Now great numbers of needy rnoun- 
taineers followed the young adventurer's 
ſtandard, who proclaimed his father; and 
ſome of the chiefs, who either had a 
| hankering after the old family, or were 
diſguſted with the new, ſeeing the re- 
miſſneſs of the government to provide 


againſt che growing tempeſt, and having 
the 


17 
the * wy 1 tees! 
were eaſily perſuaded to become rebels. 
The king came back to Alba. Why did 
he go at all? He loved to thruſt himſelf 
into a croud, and to interfere with peo- 
ples quarrels, though he always came off 
with a good drubbing bout. Quixote 
like, he ran about in ſearch of adven- 
tures, and to aſſiſt thoſe who made ſport 
of his officiouſneſs. 

As a ſnow ball on the Alps, by roll- 
ing down the mountains gathers con- 


tinually, and grows enormous till it be- 


comes itſelf a mountain; then tumb- 


ling down, thundering in its paſſage, it 


burſts into the neighbouring villages, 
over- turns every cottage, and demoliſhes 
the aſtoniſhed inhabitants. So the wild 
mountaineers, joined by various clans, 
became formidable in their ragged regi- 
ments, and beat the king's torces, that 
were ſent under a raw boy, to quell the 
inſurrection. 


A wretch, raiſed not by merit, but 
ſenatorial connexions, who was unfit to 
cop with link boys, led the royal army 
againſt the rebels; who from their birth 
were inured on their bleak highlands to 
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arms and hardſhip. They were a reſo- 
lute, active ſet of half civilized ſavages, 
under as much diſcipline as could be ex- 
pected. The wretch drew out his army 
according to mechanical order, which is 
of little uſe againſt ſavages, who always 
ruſh with the utmoſt violence into the 
battle, and bear all down by meer force; 
but he was unguarded to the violence of 
their 1 impetuous onſet, therefore his men 
fell an eaſy prey to the intrepid lions, 
that ſwift as bucks, and bold as tygers, 
galloped with target and broad {words 
on the royal army, "who, after firing were 
unprepared to withſtand their fury, which 
like a torrent broke through their fir- 
moſt ranks, and overwhelmed all oppo- 
ſition. 

This victory fluſhed the chevalier, 
gave ſpirits to his party, and ſeduced the 
neuters to join his band; which, no lon- 
ger ſavages, became diſciplined, cloath- 
ed, and civilized. They marched ſouth- 
ward; the king and people were thrown 
into the utmoſt conſternation, eſpecially 


when it was rumoured, that they had 


prnetraced into the heart of the king- 
dom, 
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dom, and were marching towards the 
very capital. 

Notwithſtanding the young adventurer 
was thus proſperous, it was the ſucceſs 
of deſperation, againſt the weak and im- 
politic; for he never diſcovered any ta- 
lents, either for the field, the cabinet, or 


to conciliate the peoples affection. He had 


not art enough to cover a bigotry to 
that ſuperſtition, which the people from 
their childhood, and from reaſon, were 
tzught to deteſt. In the field of battle, 
he had not courage to animate his clans 
to victory by his example; and as to the 
council board, though he wanted not 
common ſenſe, he was unequal to the 
oreat affairs of the enterpriſe. So far 
from being conſummate ſtateſmen, his 
favourites and coadjutors were diſtracted 
in their councils, as if bribed to betray 
him. And in regard to the army, after 
the firſt diſpoſition and onſet, they had 
no reſource, but that over they were 
utterly confuſed. 

Having gone thus far, Germanes ex- 


pected they would march with all expe- 


dition to the capital, and ordered, for 
fear of the worſt, his yachts ready to 
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carry off his family. He reſolved to ſet 
up his ſtandard near the city, and, as 
the laſt reſort, fight in perſon for the 
crown. But here Charley proved his 
want of talents. Inſtead of valiently 
ſeizing the lucky opportunity, to frrug 
cle for a ſceptre almoſt in view, like a 
timid coward he turned back, and from 
the flying fled; when ſuch a battle in 
the ſouth, which he ſoon gained in the 
north, might have ſeated him on the 
throne. Thus the filly loon flew trem- 
bling back with precipitation, like the 
touched needle, to his beloved north, 
However deſtitute as they were in every 
reſpect, it was an amazing expedition, 
and betrayed to what a deſpicable ſitua- 
tion the nation was reduced by the 
king and his miniſters! 

After the Caledonians marched into 
the north, they were reinforced by their 
gallic friends, and fought a body conſiſt- 
ing of 10, ooo men, of the royal party, 
which they totally routed, killing ſeveral 
gallant officers, and made booty of their 
tents, cannon, and baggage. The na- 
tion was alarmed at this terrible ſtroke; 
the capital was filled with confuſion, 5 

the 


PASQUIN 


the king thunderſtruck, ſent for an army 
of foreigners to his defence. But why 


did he not aſſemble his beſt ſoldiers, and 
take them himſelf to the field? Becauſe 
folly had murdered all the flower of his 
army, and they lay buried in the barren 


{ſands of the- fatal continent! 


Now Germanes appointed the great 
duke, his beloved ſon, generaliſſimo, and 


he flew towards the adventurer, at the 


head of the beſt army the nation could 
muſter, well officered, and ſupplied with 
ordnance and engineers. The duke had 
ſerved in ſeveral continental campaigns, 
and gained the reputation of a valiant 
ſoldier. He was endowed with a good 
ſhare of common ſenſe for a private gen- 


tleman; but conſidered as a public cha- 


rafter, he was not apprehended to have 


been a man of profound politics in the 
cabinet, nor in the field a general of 


ſhining talents, or great parts; but as a 
man of probity and good-nature, he was 
eſteemed by the worthy of all parties. 


The duke made uſe of the wiſeſt 
_ meaſures. Amidſt the ſeverities of an 
inclement ſeaſon, he exerted himſelf with 


all convenient ſpeed to overtake the re- 
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bel army, who retreated before him to 
their fortreſſes in the mountains, where fre- 
quent ſkirmiſhes happened, but nothing 
yet was deciſive. At length the duke 
came up with all his forces to the main 
body of the enemy, and reſolved to give 
them battle the next morning, if poſlible. 
He encamped that night at ſome dif. 
tance from the enemy, who he now deſ- 
piſed ; whether becauſe he underſtood 
they were diſtracted in their conſulta- 
tions, or that he knew they had loſt all 
confidence in their offices, or that he had 
actually corrupted ſome of the principal 
people is quite uncertain ; but he kept 
a feſtival with great ſatisfaction; had a 
vaſt confidence of victory, and did not 
ſecure - his camp with uncommon vigi- 
lance againſt nocturnal ſurprize. 
Though the young adventurer was at 
the head of the beſt army he ever com- 
manded, yet his anxious boſom was 
filled with diſpondency. Diſcord and 
jealouſy ſeized his counſellors, and per- 
verted his captains, In the greateſt need 
of unanimity, he ſaw all his principal 
followers at variance. One adviſed this, 


another counteracted that, till feuds and 
s | diviſions 
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diviſions unhinged their fellowſhip, and 
broke the links of that chain of general 
intereſt, which united them to the com- 
mon cauſe. _ 
Hence the chevalier loſt all confi- 
dence in his friends. The glorious ſcene 
which opened to his . youthful imagina- 
tion, and exhibited his father crowned 
with the Alban diadem, now changed to 
a diſmal cataſtrophe, and he beheld him- 
ſelf as it were betrayed, and his faithful 
friends ſuffering beneath the ſcourge of 
ven 

At length he came to a fixed reſolve, 
deſperate as it was, to attack the duke's 
army at midnight, while they were off 
their guard, in the oblivion of repoſe, 
rather than ſtand the dangerous trial of 
a pitched battle, which, before his wiſh, 
was now his greateſt dread; not ſo much 
that his enemies were ſuperior in num- 
ber, but that he could not ſincerely truſt 
his own army. With nothing of great- 
neſs in his mind to ſurmount obſtructi- 
ons, to extricate himfelf from entangle- 
ment, and force an adverſe fate, he 
funk beneath his difficulties, ſpiritleſs and 
depreſſed, inſtead of rifing ſuperior to 

| 0 2 _ treachery, 
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treachery, by a noble confidence in his 
own fortune or Providence. 

At night he divided his army into two 
diviſions, to ©. different ways to a ſtat- 
ed centre, and gave the command to two 
of the moſt truity commanders. That 
diviſion which arrived firſt, was to wait 
for the other, till a certain hour near 
day-light, and then return, if an unfore- 


ſeen obſtacle ſhould prevent the deſired 


conjunction. When united, at a ſignal 
given, they were, in the darkneſs of a 
wintery night, to ruſh into the duke's 
camp, ſword in hand, and put all to the 
ſword as faſt as poſſible. 

This was one of the moſt terrible 
ſchemes that they ever projected, for the 
deſtruction of Alba; and had it been 
conducted with the wiſdom neceſſary 
to ſuch conſequential ſchemes, there is 
but too much probability it would have 
ſucceeded. For firſt, there is room to 
ſuſpect that the duke s army was not un- 
der apprehenſions of ſurprize, from an 
army they no longer dreaded. They 
were at a diſtance that gave no ſuch an 
expectation. They had been rejoicing 
for their favourite general's birth-day, 

ä and 


his 


lat 
Ut 
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and ſuſpending the fear of caution, their 
hearts were unbent to cheerfulneſs. The 
camp was not fortified; there were not 
many fires, nor were the centry thick 
ſet to give notice of danger's approach. 
They ſeemed buried in ſleep and confi- 
dence; nor if attacked at the dread hour 
of mid- night, were the men, being re- 
gulars, any way equal to the ſtroke of 
the mountaineers, who were beſt at the 
cloſe diſordered fight, of any men in the 
world. | 

The royaliſts had nothing particular 
to ſpur them on to an obſtinate diſpute 
in the dark, unſeen by their officers; and 


therefore it is likely they would have 


ſoon retreated. But the rebels would 
have fought in the fury of deſpair, with 
this great advantage, being prepared 
themſelves, to catch their antagoniſts in 
confuſion, The rebels having every 
thing to expect from victory, and the 
worſt to fear in a defeat, would have ex- 
erted their utmoſt ardour, and rather 
than have flown, would have died on the 
ſpot; therefore, much of the royal ar- 


my muſt have been cut to pieces, and 
"M4 - conqueſt 
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conqueſt might have declared for the 
rebels? 

At all events, the young adventurer 
ſhould have conducted in perſon one of 
the diviſions, and when that had arriy- 
ed, gone round to have forwarded the 
other ; but he ſeemed always very ſhy of 


| expoſing his own dear pretty ' perſon! 
But inſtead: of that he left the important 


affair to two officers. One of the diviſi- 
ons arrived to the deſtined ſpot, without 


much impediment. The other being 


charged with ordnance, and the ways 
being bad, the carriages broke down, 
and it took up fo much time to mend 
them, that it grew late. The firſt divi- 
ſion hot hearing any thing of the other's 
approach, went back to their camp, and 
reported the affair to the aſtoniſhed adven- 
turer, who believing himſelf betrayed, gave 
himſelf over to the horrors of inexpreſſi- 
ble vexation. Meantime the other divi- 
ſion, though late, came to the appointed 
place, and perceiving the other was 
gone, likewiſe went back, and fo the 
favourite hope and darling enterprize 


of diſappointed ambition came to nothing 


It 
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It was now he began to experience 
that terror which he had ſpread all around 


the nation. Believing himſelf fold, he 


could not pitch upon one friend to whom 
he could unboſom himſelf, nor dared to 
divulge his fuſpicions, becauſe he had no 
poſitive proof, 'and therefore - he wore 
diſſembled cheerfulneſs, when his tortur- 
ed heart was pierced with the moſt ago- 
nizing pangs, darted from a thouſand 
quivers by doubt, vexation, terror, ſhame, 
anger, and ſtarved ambition. Thus he 
retired to his tent as uſual, after ſettling 
the plan for the battle, which threatened 
to approach with the riſing-ſun. 

When he was alone in his tent, he 
threw himſelf acroſs his bed, in hope to 
calm the tumults of his mind. But now 
repoſe was deaf to his call, and ſleep 
fled his troubled pillow. Preſaging ap- 
prehenſion drew back the curtain of to- 
morrow, and diſcovered the moſt dread- 
ful ſcenes, more terrible than thoſe which 
haunt the malefactor's fancy, the night 
before his execution. Imagination diſ- 


covered Fate tearing from his graſp the 
fancied ſceptre, ſtripping him of all au- 


thority, trampling his army underfoot, 
and 
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and chacing him amidſt horrid rocks and 
dreary wilds. Melancholy ſilence hover- 
ed round the camp, brooding dejection 
undiſturbed, ſave now and then by the 
ſcreech ow!'s ominous hoot, who flying 
on various tents, enjoyed the gloomy 
calm, like that which often foreruns deſ- 
E * ſtorms. 

Now ſhivering morn peeping on the 
northern hills, diſpelled the foggy miſts, 
and by degrees, made way for the ſullen 
ſun, who aroſe covered with frowning 
clouds, as the winds bleak and ſharp 
whiſtled over the groaning mountains. 
The duke ſet his battle in array, and 
marched to ſeek the foe, who ſtood pre- 
pared, nor once offered to obſtruct his 
paſſage. The duke had fought abroad 
with great ſpirit; his army was compoſ- 
ed of real ſoldiers and officers, who were 
experienced in the art of war; and he 
was extremely well ſerved with cannon. 
His Italian antagoniſt, brought up in a 
luxurious court, was more a votary of 
Venus than Bellona, and his cannon 
were inſignificant as his army were un- 
diſciplined. He had little to depend on 


but the violence of a deſperate onſet. 
After 
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After being gauled for ſome time by 
a ſharp fire from the royaliſts, the rebels 
exchanged a few muſkets, and took to 
their furious attack, but were received 
in a new mode of defence, with firmneſs 
at every quarter. They ruſhed amidſt 
the reſolute battalions, ſupported by un- 
ſhrinking cavalry, who ſtood unmoved 
as a wall of braſs. The rebels being re- 
pelled, their ardour checked, and them- 
ſelves in turn affailed, without the di- 
rection of any officer of genius to rectify 
their miſcarriage, or the ſhallow adven- 
turer's animating them again to the bat- 


tle, they were immediately put into con- 


fuſion, and then routed with the utmoſt 
diſpatch, the battle becoming a terrible, 
carnage, where vengeance, in rivers of 
blood, quenched its fury. 

Here the child of ambition reſigned 
his fancied kingdom; and raffling for a 
crown, he loſt it, a dupe to political 
ſharpers above his capacity. The wret- 
ched youth, without doing any one thing 
worthy the preſſing occaſion, fled with a 
few friends, and left his unfortunate rab- 
ble to the mercy of an incenſed victor, 


Who, as he was neither a coward, nor a 


brute, 
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brute, killed no more than could be ex- 
pected on ſuch an occation. Though 
the adventurer's body of reſerve was en- 
tire, confounded with fear, ignorance, 
and weakneſs, the coward run away like 
a woman terrified! It 1s a wonder he 
had the impudence to embark in the 
great undertaking. 'The duke having 
perfectly cruſhed rebellion under foot, 


returned home victorious ; was received 
by a grateful people with the utmoſt de- 


monſtrations of joy, and was conſidered 


as the {ſaviour of his country. To ſuch 


a ſitvation had the nation been drove! 


The poor unfortunate dupe was hunt. 


ed to the moſt dreadful ſituation. It 
was death to ſtay in the iſland, and yet 
he could not find any method to eſcape, 
as he was narrowly watched. He con- 
cealed himſelf for ſome time in various 
houſes, cotts and hovels, and went in 
various diſguiſes, full of the utmoſt con- 
ſternation. Not ſafe with his friends, 
he quitted every hoſpitable cottage: ſo 
ſtrict was the ſearch after his perſon. 
In a ſevere climate, amidſt inclement 
ſeaſons, like a wild ſavage he was forced 
to hide himſelf in dreary dens and ca- 

verns, 
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verns, and to wander alone, over bleak 
mountains, amidſt diſmal barren waſtes, 
an outcaſt devoted to deſtruction. In a 


mind filled with the miſeries of vulture 
reflection, he joined the paſt, preſent, and 


future ſo terribly, that look which way 


he would, he beheld nothing but the ut- 


moſt wretchedneſs. Water from the icy . 
brook was his drink, and his food was 


as it were berries from the hedge of nig- 
gardlineſs. 

Sometimes he went dreſt as a fans 
ſervant, in which he travelled amidſt his 
enemies undiſcovered. So truſty were 
the pooreſt clowns, that though 30,0007. 
was offered, not one would betray him! 
Barefoot, and covered with rags, he wan- 
dered along the rough ſea ſhore, ſmoak- 
ing tobacco inceſſantly. His beſt ' food 
was ſalt fiſh, which he found on the 
rocks; and his beſt ſhelter was a cavern, 
which greatly impaired his health. So 
intenſe was his diſtreſs at laſt, that he had 
thoughts of ſurrendering himſelf to the 
mercy of his incenſed enemies, meanly to 
die in priſon, who had not courage to 


die in battle; and now he is a meer ſot. 
Cur 
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Cut out for inactive life, happy would 
it have been, had he been born to rural 
ſtations; and inſtead of encountering 
miſery in the fields of ambition, he had 
ruled flocks of ſheep, in the boſom of 
content, the happy mate of a faithful 
ſhepherdeſs. 
At length, fortune tired of perſecut- 
ing an inſignificant boy, ſent him a lucky 
veſſel, and he joyfully quitted his miſer- 
able expedition, and flew home to his 
deſponding father, juſtly puniſhed for 
his folly, ambition, and temerity. 
Germanes, a word with you——Had 
that Italian's enthuſiaſm been what Marl- 
bro's was—— But the inference is too 
plain. Yet know, had you ſought the 
nation's welfare, you might have been 
the happieſt king of the happieſt people. 
But ſure there is a Providence, who ſu- 
perintends the great affairs of nations, 
elſe the paſſions of man. would be as 
gods to rule the world | 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Germanes fights and pays all on the conti- 
nent. The Gauls delude him to a ſhame- 
ful peace, till they can attack his colonies. 
Alfred keeps a watchful eye on affairs, 
and ſtrengthens himſelf with the . worthy © 
nobles, ftill contriving the future good of 
his country. He lays down plans to gain 
the affection of the Caledonians. But his 
chief delight centres in Zenobia, and the 
noble Britannicus, whoſe education is their 
grand ſtudy. Here as a relief to ſeveral 

Studies, he perfetfts a beautiful garden. 


HOUGH the flames of rebellion 
were quenched, yet war was ſtill 
carried on, in a manner the moſt expen- 
five and bloody on the continent, and 
every way diſgraceful ; except that the 
Gauls confeſt that the Albans fought all, 
and paid all! At length the belligerant 
powers 
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powers being drubbed to little or no 


purpoſe, were inclined to peace; and af. 


ter a due diſplay of artifice, policy, and 
fineſſe, a peace was concluded, if it be 
lawful to call that thing a peace, which 
was only a ſcandalous truce, that tied 
the hands of Alba. Trade and the 
colonies were betrayed by a cruel diſre- 
gard, in the which were ſown the ſeeds 
of future war. It ſeemed as if Ger- 
manes, and his wretched gang, were en- 
deavouring to ſee how much they could 
reduce the Alban glory! Worſe than 
weakneſs, it appeared baſeneſs! and to 
make folly more conſpicuous, an expen- 
ſive fire-work was played off, to the ho- 
nour of the conquering king! 

This ſcandalous peace was nothing 
more than a wicked ſuſpenſion of hoſti- 
lities, till the Albans were difarmed, 
and the Gauls had time to collect a ſut- 
ficient force, to ſtrike the meditated 
blow, at the ſource of their power and 
riches, their northern colonies. They 
amuſed Germanes about his natal eſtate 
cruelly over-run, which they would not 
have attempted, had he not betrayed his 
bigoted fondneſs, in his awkward pro- 

tection, 
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tection. Thus they drew him out of 
his element. The Gauls artfully begin- 
ing war among the northern ſettlements, 
the Albans were forced again to com- 
mence hoſtilities, crowned indeed with 
ſucceſs, where nature pointed the enter- 
prize ; but ever miſerably blundering on 
a ruinous continent, where they were 
drubbed, duped, and ſhamefully outwit- 
ed; not only by the real politic Gauls, 
but the ungrateful, cowardly, perfidious, 
heavy-headed Belgians, who .owed their 
very exiſtence to the lion-hearted Albans, 
their rock of defence in all their dif- 
alters. | 

To the honour of the princely Alfred, 
he was ſhouldered from all ſhare of in- 
fluence, in theſe doughty counſels, and 
continental. connexions. He generouſly 
diveſted himſelf of partiality towards his 
native ſoil, for the good of a beloved 
people whoſe intereſt, whoſe happineſs, 
and whoſe glory he had at heart; wiſely 
knowing, that in proportion, as theſe 
are enjoyed by a grateful people, his own 
happineſs would be built on ſo ſolid a 
foundation, that would laſt as long astime 
itſelf. | 
I. N Thus 


Thus the prince ſaw it was out of his 
power to do his country ſervice; that the 
throne itſelf caſt a jealous eye on its bet. 
ter heir, and that it was ever ſurrounded 
by ravenous vultures, ſtupid bears, de- 
ceptious foxes, and all-deyouring grit- 
fins, who though always quarreling among 
themſelves, in their ſhare of plunder, 
yet agreed to unite 'when ever honour, 
genius, and goodneſs approached , and 
to chace them away with tooth, talons, 
and deſperate roarings ! | 

With inexpreſſible pain, the prince 
beheld the vitals of the kingdom torn 


by the vulture-beak of avarice, who 


aided by inſatiable cormorants, reduced 


it to ſuch a fatal weakneſs, that endan- 


gered its very exiſtence. He found it 
was impoſſible for himſelf, thus tied and 
bound from doing good, to ſtem the 
univerſal torrent of corruption, which 
carried away all ranks of people, and 
over-whelmed honour, virtue, juſtice, and 
religion; who were ſucceeded by tolly, 
pride, vanity, vice, and luxury. 

The wealth of the nation was laviſhed 
with prodigality, and was in danger of be- 
coming bankrupt, if any unfortunate turn 


had 
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had been given againſt it. Dreadful review 


this, for a young heir to behold his fa- 


ther ſquandering away his patrimony, in 
2 moiſt ridiculous manner; while his 


ſtewards were enriching themſelves and 


families at his expence.. But ſo it was, 


and as there offered no remedy againſt a a 


deſeaſe ſo mortal, he ſubmitted with re- 
fonation. 

However, though he was not ſuffered 
to guide the ſhip as a pilot, yet as a 
paſſenger he had a right to remonſtrate 
againſt the ignorant or r wicked ſteerſmen, 


that were running careleſsly amidſt the 


moſt dangerous ſhoals and quickſands, 
which. their temerity and folly diſregard- 
ed. He knew, ſhould any tempeſt ariſe, 
unable at a criſis, they would inevitably 
be toſt on dreadful rocks, and be caſt 
away in a ſhipwreck. The prince, ſenſi- 
ble of the danger, and able to rectify, 
continually offered aſſiſtance, but was as 
often rejected. 

Not diſheartened, though dif he 
retired in the country, with his moſt 
amiable conſort ; yet kept a ſteady eye 
on all great affairs. As Alba yet was 


not deſtitute of worthy people, and men 
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of genius, Alfred invited them to his 
protection, and rewarded merit, as much 
as his ſtraitened power would permit. 
Theſe were employed with himſelf, to 
watch over the languiſhing genius of 
Alba, now beginning to droop, oppreſt 
with loads of debts, which, inſtead of 
being leſſened, there was no other proſ- 
pect but of their addition, from conti- 
nental wars he deteſted. | 
With theſe he laid down the moſt 
ſalutary plans, for the benefit of com- 
merce, fiſheries, manufacturies, and arts: 
and any good ſcheme, let it come from 
any quarter, he promoted; for he who 
was his country's friend, was no longer 
his enemy. Rejecting things foreign, for 
which fools are often in raptures, he pro- 
moted the manufacturies of his country; 
and conducive to public utility, he gave 
encouragement, as a nobleman of taſte 
and judgment, to the elegancies of ſci- 
ence, which ſerve to poliſh manners; but 
as much as poſſible he diſcouraged luxu- 
ry, and diſcountenanced voluptuouſneſs, 
both by his example, and his authority 
where it extended. 1 


And 
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And as nothing diſtinguiſnes a nation 
more than literature, and men of genius, 
he gave them a favourite patronage; 
pleaſed that the muſes often beamed 


over Alba, their moſt inſpiring influence. 


In his noble retreat from active life, he 
wiſely reſolved to improve his judicious 
mind in every uſeful and polite know- 
ledge, that he might fir and capacitate 
himſelf for the crown, to which he was 
heir. Thus he became perfectly ac- 


quainted with the hiſtory and laws of his 


country; and as the principal riches of the 
nation flowed from commerce, he made 
that his favourite and peculiar ſtudy, and 
ever ſhowed the merchants the greateſt 
reſpect. He penetrated them with a 
conſciouſneſs, that when he was their 
king, the merchants, above all people, 
ſhould meet his utmoſt encouragement. 
Satisfied of which, the prince became ex- 
tremely popular, and a great favourite 
among the opulent citizens, by whom 
he was highly beloved, their utmoſt hope 
and darling. s 
Studious to cultivate the good of the 
nation, he was vigilant to detect, and 
active to rectify, if he could, the neglects, 
N 3 blunders, 
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blunders, and wrong maxims of ſtate, 
Among one of the greateſt overſights of 
this and che p eeding reign, was a 
moſt itipardonab e diſregard of the Ca- 
ledonians, who had been diſaffected to 
the ſalutary eſtabliſhment of the preſent 
royal family, in preference to that who 
fetched their origin from their country; 
but who had ſuch a fatal tendency to ar- 
bitrary power, and a ſuperſtition which 
the Albans deteſted, that they totally ex- 
pelled them from the kingdom, and in- 
vited a Belgian prince in their ſtead to 
accept the crown. 

| Caledonia, the northern half of Alba, 
was a ſeperate kingdom of its own, from 


had an honourable court, particularly in 


were often moſt formidable enemies, and 
competitors againſt Alba. The country 


in the luxuries, it produces in great plenty 
all the neceſſaries of life; by which the 
inhabitants are a hardy, frugal, induſtri- 


genious and expert in all the branches of 


the 


the earlieſt account of the iſland, and 


alliance with the Gauls; by which they 


is populous, and though not abounding | 


ous, valiant people; and ſufficiently in- 


trade and 1 manufacturies, that they rival | 


VTV 
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the Albans. Labour being there much 
cheaper as well as proviſions, they could 
eaſily underſell them at foreign mar- 
kets, had they been ſtill disjoined: and 
they are happily ſituated, with excellent 
ports, to ſail to every part of the globe. 

Higher up among the northern hills, 
was a paſtoral kind of beings, who little 
removed from ſavages, were the ſlaves 
of certain chiefs or landlords, often at 
war with each other, acknowledging no 
law but that of arms. Frequently com- 
mitting hoſtilities, without any regard to 
the government, they lived in clans, inde- 
pendent of the ſtate; being ſequeſtered 
both in dialect and manners, from the 


more civilized people below, who ſpoke 


the Alban language. 

Theſe couragious people, inured to 
hardſhips and the uſe of arms, were moſt 
happily united to Alba, after their laſt 
king took poſſeſſion of the Alban throne, 
which he gained by a family conjunction: 
and as they loſt their court, they had a 


| brother's right with the Albans, to look 


for promotion and encouragement from 
the court of Alba. Had their affection 
and loyalty been conciliated by popular 

N4 arts, 
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arts, by royal affability, and kingly mu- 
nificeace, politicaily mingling the peo- 
ple together in poſts of honour, truſt, 
and profit ; the ſpirit of jealouſy remov- 
ed, they might have been of ſingular ſer- 
vice to the ſtate, and the moſt truſty 
and loyal ſubjects to the king. But in- 


ſtead of that, they were not only ſtupid- 


ly forgot, but unjuſtly rejected as of no 
conſequence, and excluded by their fa- 
ther from a younger brother's right and 
ſhare in their parent's patrimony. Had 
ſuch neceſſary ſteps as theſe been taken, 
and ſome few harmonious policies pre- 
ferred, which were dictated by common 
ſenſe and prudence, ſuch as diſſolving 
their ſlavery, winning them by kindneſs, 
and inſtructing their children in ſchools, 
the nation rendered nominally one, the 
people might have been ſocially united. 

This would have totally prevented 
the greateſt of all dangers, i in the critical 
rebellion ; which, had it been conducted 
by a Cxſar-like captain, or ſufficiently 
| ſupported by the grand enemy of Alba, 
would have drove, not only the royal fa- 
mily from the throne, but would have 


utterly overturned the government, ſub- 


yerted 
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verted its happy laws, and thrown the 
chains of flavery. over the ſouls, as well as 
perſons, of the AJbans, by a curſed ſu- 
perſtition, and a cruel bondage ! 

Of this the penetrative Alfred was well 
aware, and of which he availed himſelf 
like an excellent politician. He and his 
friends laid down ſome uſeful plans for 
the better civilizing and conciliating the 
mountaineers, and kept forming others 
of that nature, which he intended to put 
in practice when he came to the throne. 
Thus for ever he would have cut off 
all animoſity in the Caledonians, pre- 


vented every the leaſt ſhadow of rebel- 


lion, and the enemy's reſources of dif- 
turbance in that country, till he had 
rendered the natives of the higheſt con- 
ſequence and utility to Alba, 

There was another thing, that as a 


ſtateſman, and heir to the throne, re- 


quired his deepeſt attention, and that 
was the national debt, which aggregat- 
ing enormouſly, began to clog the wheels 
of government. It was one of the fatal 


and prepoſterous maxims of the king's 
g to multiply 


miniſtry, inſtead of lowering 
the public debt. A reaſon they certain- 
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ly had, a moſt precious one —iif that 
can be termed reaſon which is moſt irra- 
tional; and that was, by locking up the 
wealth of the moneyed people in the 
ublic funds, to prevent their engaging 
to reſtore the baniſhed tamily, and to fix 
them by the ſtrongeſt tie, intereſt, in the 
bonds of loyalty. And indeed, in ſome 
ſenſe, they were wretchediy right. 

For the prejudiced, and ſome among 
the ſenſible, after expecting great things 
from a foreign family, and were egregi- 
_ diſappointed, conſidered the head 

it as a rapacious ſteward, that was 
au embezzling the rents and 
profits of the great eſtate committed to 
his charge, to his own private advan- 
tage: that was ſquandering vaſt ſums 
in a quarreling humour, with people un- 
connected with the eſtate, to ſecure and 
aggrandize his own trifling one: at the 
ſame time he took no care to render the 
tenants happy, but diſtreſſed them with 
rack rents. That he neglected every 
material improvement; employed 1 iniqui- 
tous perſons, who ſharing in the plun- 
der, adviſed, aided, and ſupported theſe 
pernicious meaſures, whoſe proſpect „ 

only 
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only terminate in deſtruction, There- 
fore they honeſtly began to hope in a 
ſucceſſor, what they could not find in 

the preſent lord. 
But Alfred's maxims of government 
were diametrically oppoſite to ) theſe; and 
he reſolved to ſecure himſelf in the 
throne by the peoples love, and by mak- 
ing his own ſpring from a purſuit of their 
intereſt and happineſs. Therefore he re- 
ſolved to lefſen the public. debt ſoon as 
poſſible, juſtly conſidering that by the 
war it was riſing to a dangerous height. 
He knew the national credit was ſo 
deeply pledged, that if any unfortunate 
incident ſnould turn out in the ſtate, the 
government might become bankrupt, 
and ſtand a chance of being overturned. 
Thus he meditated the good of the 
country, which he was not permit- 
ted to ſerve, and more and more per- 
fected himſelf to make a patriot king. 
To relieve the ſeverer ſtudies of his 
mind, he frequently retreated to a ſmall 
ſeat, on the bank of the fineſt river in 
the world, whether conſidered in its rural 
progreſs, circulating through delightful 
meadows, gardens, and elegant villages; 
F or 
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or as ſwelling with a noble tide, bearing 

ten thouſand ſhips of traffic, and warlike 
defence, Thither Alfred retired, bleſt 
in the love, fidelity, and fine judgment 
of his moſt amiable conſort, the beſt of 
mothers, and the beſt of wives; whoſe 
prudence, affability, and affection, were 
ſtanding examples for the imitation of 
the nobility. 


If he was diſpleaſed at the miſmanage- 


ment in the ſtate, no man taſted domeſtic 
comfort in greater perfection. In his 
youth he ſaw and bewailed the folly of 
promiſcuous love; but now deteſting the 
pernicious indulgence, none ever made 
a more fond, faithful, and indulgent 
_ huſband. He never was happy but in 
the company of his deareſt princeſs, 
who, from her good ſenſe, and agreeable 
manners, had the pleaſing talent, from 
a certain elegance of thinking, proper 


to great minds, to be the comfort of his 


retirement. People of elevated birth, 
and of a fine ſoul, gain by their ſituation 
a nameleſs grace, which carries with it 
a never failing charm, that captivates 
the ſoul, and gives the moſt delicate 
ſenſations. This refinement cauſes that 

rect- 
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CC 
reciprocation of tender ſenſibility, which 
harmonizing different .wills, produces 
unity and intimate conſciouſneſs, where- 
by two minds are rendered one, the 
ſource of immortal felicity ! 

With tranſcending ſatisfaction the wor- 
thy parent beholds, in a lovely offspring, 
a multiplication of himſelf. He feels in 
ſome ſenſe renewed, and conſiders himſelf 
as it were immortalized. On a ſight of 
their ſmiling innocence, and unaffected 
love, he perceives a flood of ſenſibility 
melodize his nature, and inſpire him 
not only with ſweet parental affection, 
but univerſal benevolence. 

With ſuch blooming pledges of con- 
nubial love, would he forget the paſſing 
hour, while the playful youth, eager to 
ſhare affection with the pratling infant, 
would climb the royal knee, and ſhare 
the rival kiſs, beſtowed with heart-felt 
tenderneſs! At other hours, concurring 
with the partner of his joys and cares, 
he would loſe the remembrance of ſtate 
affairs, in the weighty education of his 
lovely children (eſpecially the noble prince 
Britannicus) whoſe minds, like virgin wax, 
were capable of every impreſſion. For 

| | Provi- 
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8 to the bounties of their 
princely birth, gave them handſome 
perſons, and the beſt diſpoſitions. 

Thus the culture of their minds, as it 
was of the utmoſt utility, was the fa- 


vourite amuſement of Alfred, and the 


virtuous princeſs Zenobia. After tak- 
ing care they ſhould underſtand from 
proper cues, the neceſſary arts and 


{ſciences befitring princes, as well thoſe 


that open and enlarge the underitanding, 
as thoſe which give a poliſh to manners; 
they undertook to cultivate awful prin- 
ciples of religion and morality in the 
ſoul, to ſow the ſeeds of virtue and good- 
neſs, to graft benevolence in the heart, 


and to plant in the boſom affability and 


generous goodnature. But to root up 
as much as poſſible every noxious weed 
of paſſion, natural to the human mind; 


to check the growth of violent appetites, 


and fence up the heart as much as could 
be againſt the encroachments of head- 

ſtrong vice and inſinuating temptation. 
Still to employ himſelf, nor ruſt his 
mind by 1gnoble indolence, he laid out, 
the conſequence of his fine taſte, the 
moſt delicious pleaſure garden, that in 
Its 
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Its blooming beauty realizes the fertile 
imaginations of poets, in their idea of 
paradiſe. His ſkill in architecture led 
him to conſtruct the moſt elegant tem- 
ples, in the ſtyle of all nations; which, 
at the ſame time they charmed the pleaſ- 
ed eye with their elegance, remotely 
touched the meditative mind with piety 
to that glorious creator, in honour of 
whom, though with miſtaken zeal, in 
their own countries they are erected. 
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BOOK the ELEVENTH. 


The A R G U MEN T. 
Alfred, in the ſbades of virtue, plans bis 
future reign with Zenobia. Reſobves to 
mingle Caledonians with Albans, to pre- 


vent rebellion ; and ſelecting Longinus, he 
recommends him to Zenobia. Lucifer re- 


forces at the evil maxims of the ſlate. 
The prince plans the deſtruclion of bri- 
bery, who is deſcribed. The apoſtate flies 


to the temple of death, to compaſs the 


ruin of Alfred, who dies, m inſtructing 


Britannicus. 


85 Ecluded from the right of tranſact- 
ing ſtate affairs, Alfred, with Zeno- 


* = a few ſelect friends, would be- 


moan the dangerous ſituation of his coun- 
iy, and deprecate the politics of a mi- 
niſtry he could not but deteft; not only 


| becauſe they inſulted him with perſonal 


affronts, but that their vile meaſures 
were 
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were tending to the ſubverſion of the 
community. 

Here it was, and conſcious powers 
witneſſed to his integrity, that he plan- 
ned a future reign. As J am convinced, 
he cried, that the miniſtry and their vo- 
racious party, under the covert of majeſ- 
ty, are ſapping the foundation of go- 
vernment by their vile maxims, firſt con- 
certed by their great maſter, the machia- 
vilian Volpone, and now by them brought 
to maturity; I am reſolved, O my Ze- 
nobia, if Providence ſhould place the 
ſceptre in my hand, to introduce another 
ſyſtem of politics. I will become a 
vengeful hunter. I will prepare my 
ſharpeſt darts. I will mount my fiery 
ſteed, and enter the foreſt reſolute, to 
chace the ſavage-beaſts utterly from all 
power, and totally extinquiſh their very 
remembrance. I will ferret out the 
foxes from their holes; ſhoot my keen 
darts through the ravenous vultures, and 
tread underfoot the leeches that have 
been ſucking the blood of their country 
purſue the greedy cormorants, that have 
ſo long been preyng on the nation; and 
hunt away the droniſh aſſes, and ſtupid 
Vol. I. Lo: bears, 
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bears, that lived and rioted on the king- 
dom's rich productions, while genius, 
utility, capacity, and honour were always 
diſregarded. : 

Let us, my Zenobia, deſtroy the very 
name of party, by owning none. We 
will give due encouragement to merit, 
of what ever denomination; rewarding 
the worthy and the good with poſts of 
honour, offices of truſt, and places of 

rofit. Thus to take off all animoſity 
between the north and ſoutherns, we will 
intermix them together; and as they 
now are one people, make them of one 
mind, if poſlible, by acts of prudent en- 
couragement; by which, in time, they 
may become incorporated, and the Cale- 
donians well affected to a government 
that ſtudies to promote their happineſs, 
as it ought. Thus rebellion for ever 
may be baniſhed the country, in which it 
loved to harbour, and in which it found 
but too much encouragement, 

There are, my Zenobia (he continued) 
a ſet of valuable men, which I have ſe- 
lected from among the Albans and Ca- 
ledonians, that I ſhall place in the — 
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of that hated gang of pilferers, who for 


near half a century have been robbing 
their country, under various pretences; 
among which, though often invited, theſe 
choſen few would never unite; and if any 
of them accepted any office in order to 
ſerve their country, as well as benefit 
themſelves, they ſcorned to comply with 
their direful meaſures. 

Of the Caledonians I have choſen the 


judicious Longinus, who is one by ex- 


traction, though born of Alba. He is 
ſteady, prudent, and ſenſible, and among 
his various qualifications, he is not adict- 
ed to the leaſt vice. To conciliate the 
affection of the northerns, it is neceſſary 
to hold friendſhip with ſome Caledoni- 
an of quality, and I know not of any 
perſon more proper than Longinus ; who 
by his agreeable manners, and Juſt ſenti- 


ments, has already 5 my eſteem. 
By the aid of theſe, with the aſſiſtance 


of all the worthy and the ſenſible Alban 


nobility, I will overthrow the old ini- 
quitous meaſures, and erect a new fabric. 


The plan is this: Its foundation ſhall | 


be the peoples happineſs, public good, 
O 2 


and 25 
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and my own glory. I will utterly root 
out all parties, if poſſible. I will, inſtead 
of adding to the national debt, lower 
thoſe taxes which affect the manufac- 
turer. Trade and Commerce I will give 
a favourite encouragement. The arts 
and ſciences ſhall not be forgot. I never 
will, on any account, make war on the 
continent. And if my aſſiſtance ſhould 
be neceſſary, I will only lend my men 
and money: but the colonies ſhall de- 
mand a cheriſhing affection, and all the 
powers of my mind ſhall be employed in 
any juſt war for their protection. Meantime 
I will put forth endeavours to find out 
ſome ſalutary methods, to render parlia- 
ments of perfect utility to the people, 


without endangering the royal preroga- 


tive. 

But as nothing is more uncertain than 
life, in affairs of conſequence it is our 
duty to guard againſt the worſt, and pro- 
vide for the beſt. If it ſhould be the di- 
vine will of Providence, ever ſapient, to 
call me away from this ſtage, before I can 


act theſe great parts, and that the ſon is 


to aſcend the throne before the father ; 
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be it thy care, O judicious Zenobia, to 


inſtill theſe principles into his youthful 


boſom, for they will bring at the laſt 
peace and happineſs. 

But as it would then be neceſſary that 
you ſhould have ſome truſty ſenſible no- 
bleman, who in a more eſpecial manner 


will devote himſelf to thoſe offices of 


friendſhip, to carry on my ſon's educa- 
tion, and be aſſiſting to you in a variety 
of things, which, though neceſſary to be 


done, cannot be done by yourſelf: in 


ſuch a caſe I recommend the prudent 


Longinus, than whom, whether conſi- 


dered as a friend, a patriot, and a man 


of ſenſe, I know not at preſent any to be 


referred that would ſo well accept your 
confidence, and perform your injuncti- 
ons. He bewails the corrupt meaſures 


of a court, that appears regardleſs to 
what diſtraction it drives the kingdom. 


He is acquainted with ſome of the out- 


lines of my ſyſtem, for he is a perſonage 


I can truſt. Nor do I know a more ca- 


pable perſon to ſyperintend the educa- 


tion of the prince, both as to his princi- 
ples of religion, his maxims of govern- 
ment, his moral character, his ceconomy, 

O 3 and 
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and the politeneſs of his manners. Thus 
on the one hand, by placing a domeſtic 
confidence on him, you will gain the af- 
fecton of the Cale: :onians; and on the 
other, by employing in the ſtate thoſe 
cate of genius and oratory which 1 
ave ſelected, you will gain the hearts of 
the Albans. | 
Thus Alfred concluded in the tem- 
ple of the ſun, as it were prophetically, 
like the prieſt of Apollo, delivering the 
fate of mighty kingdoms. The prince, 
after greatly improving his own worthy 
mind, devoted his leifure hours to the 
culture of the untainted heart of the 
young prince Britannicus, his ſon, who 
one day or other was to wear the Alban 
diadem ; whoſe youthful boſom, full of 
innocence, and abhorrent of vice, was 
naturally impreſt with filial affeCtion, 
piety, and moral yirtue; in whoſe bloom- 
ing, yet manly aſpect, all the graces ſmil- 

ed with benign dignity. | 
Amidſt the ſtate affairs Satan reigned 
triumphant, and enjoyed the ſcuffle. De- 
lighting in rebellions, it was he that in- 
ſpired the ſavage clans to take up arms 
in defence of him, who baſely flying, 
deſerted 


P ASQ BIN. 215 


deſerted them to ſlaughter. It was he 
that animated with diabolic fury the 
raging battle, fighting himſelf in perſon, 
unwounded either by the ſharp pointed 
bayonet, and impaſſive to the iron ball 
from the thundering cannon. And while 
he inſpirited his friends, he terrified his 
enemies, by the horror of his gorgonic 
aſpect, by his terrific roar, and by the 
tartarean flaſh of his ſword. It was he 
that hinted the deſperate night attack, 
which, if ſucceeded, muſt have thun- 
dered down the government. But Se- 
raphiel, not leſs vigilant to do good, 
fruſtrated all his hell-born machinations, 
and inſpired Alfred to draw the ſword 
of honour againſt the fatal ſorcerer bri- 
bery, incaſed in the armour of virtue, 
Thus accoutred, he determined to enter 
his enchanted wood, where black rivers 
of terror ruſhed headlong ; where fire- 
eyed horror rendered viſible, by ſtarting 
flaſhes of lightening, ſtalked fearfully in 
the dreadful grove of darkneſs, that led 
to the magic caſtle of venality ; where 
dwelt in walls of adamant, faſtened with 
bars of gold, the unconquered giant of 
proſtitution. Fi : 

= There, 
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There, in a room of ſtate, reclined the 
inſinuating tyrant Bribery, ſurrounded by 
ten thouſa nd willing ſlaves, who for 
gaudy trifles, tintelled vaubles, and ſums 
of gold, bartered away their freedom, 
and ſold their honour and their country. 

On the tyrant's right were charming 
poſts of honour, big with ſounding titles 
full of emptineſs, magic coronets of va- 
rious ſplendour, fitted for the ſhallow 
pates of aſſes, block-heads, and foxes ; 
with gay enchanted ribbons, and glitter- 
ing ſtars, that dazzle the filly eye of va- 
nity; and weighty bags, the reward of 
leaping over a ſtick at the word of com- 
mand. 

On his left were his attendants, ſuch 
as Party, Faction, Defamation, and ter- 
ribly-debauched Libertiſm, in the ſpect- 
ous garb of freedom. b 

Lucifer perceiving Alfred's firm reſo- 
lution to deſtroy his beloved friend Bri- 
bery, he was reſtleſs to prevent him. 

His firſt bad wiſh was to deſtroy him, 
with his own unrighteous arm, by fate 
with-held. Then he reſolved to viſit 
the temple of Death, in hope to perſuade 


him to the deed, denied his curſed arm. 
Agreeable 
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Agreeable to his bad deſire, alone he 
poſted downwards, in the gloomy con- 
fines of the king of terrors, who dwelt 
in the centre of his kingdom, in a Go- 
thic kind of abbey, where he feaſted his 
gloomy nature with ſpectacles of the 
moſt diſmal melancholy ; when a univer- 
fal conqueror, he grows tired of riding 
in his chariot, and vanquiſhes the victors. 
Proud Lucifer preſuming on his qua- 
lity, required to be conducted directly to 
the griſly king; but he was obliged to 
go through the gate of diſeaſe, as none 
can arrive at death. but through ſome 
diſtemper or other. He took the firſt ma- 
lady that offered, and was ſtruck with a 
5 ague. Starting, he felt a bolt 
of ice ſnuddering through his form, and 
he ſhook with unacquainted tremors, 
while a chill death- like damp unnerved 
all his powers of motion, and fettered 
his legs with unbidden lazineſs, hover- 
ing to catch a ray of warmth. Preſently 
a violent fever ſeized him. Gaſping, he 
opened wide his burning mouth enor- 
mous to the cold gale. His unbearable 
thirſt called for rivers to quench it, and 
his impatience demanded mountains of 
ſnow 
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ſnow to cool the fiery furnace, ſmoaking 
in his boiling boſom. 

Anon his brain turned, and in his 
madneſs he hornbly blaſphemed the 
powers divine. But his diſtraction be- 
trayed, though irregularly, the ſentiments 
that in his dark mind were uppermoſt. 
At length he was brought to death's 
door, by his diforder. Paſſing the ebon 
portico, he regained his priſtine power, 
and was admitted amidſt the tolling of 
doleful bells, to the temple of Death, 
which conſiſted of vait arches of black 
marble. The. vaſt altar was hung with 
black cloth, againſt which were placed 
filver ſconces, with wax candles, thickly 
planted about a pavilion, that gave ſo- 
lemn dignity to the ſcene. All around 
was enriched with hatchments, banners, 
trophies, monumental buſts, with emble- 
matic ſtatues, and pompous inſcriptions, 
facred to heroes, poets, and to kings. 
From on high, by ſoft degrees, ſteal- 
ing melancholy tweet on the charmed 
car, the ſwelling organ ſpread ſolemn; 
at which, creſted with branching plumes 
of black feathers, waving ſilky ſoft, forth 
came young virgins, in dove coloured ſatin, 
ſupported 


02 


b 


ouſly odious! 
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ſupported by lovely youths in white ſur- 
plices, who flow ſtepping, ſang the ſa- 
cred anthem to the accompanying organ, 
breathing that ſoothing harmony which 
fits the mind to the impreſſions of heart- 
felt grief. | 
Lucifer entered. Then pale Death 
upreared his grim viſage, and reſting on 
his ſharp elbow, he ſaid to his attendants, 
in a diſmal tone: O how pleaſing are 
theſe pious duties, prayers, and theſe ſoft 


- anthems, which fill my breaſt with ſooth- 


ing melancholy. Hail, mournful pomp 
of grief, ſad ſacred rites, and pious myſ- 
teries of ſorrow, with all the ſolemn pa- 
geantry, you make even me look lovely, 

The ſire approached the pavilion of 
mortality ; but how great was his aſtoniſh- 
ment, when of a ſudden he beheld Death 


| himſelf, ſtarting up in all his dreadful 


ghaſtlineſs, a ſkeleton of jointed bones. 


His griſly viſage grinned horrid uglineſs, 


where, inſtead of eyes, opened full on 
him two hollow ſockets, above two un- 
fleſhed cheeks, between which below 
was a kind of terrific mouth, ghaſtly and 
grim, half beſet with looſe teeth, hide- 


Death 
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Death cried, as he roſe; O my father, 
let me—— Preventive of an unbearable 
embrace, Satan anſwered: O my ſon, 
let us not waſte the moments that re- 
quire diſpatch ! Come, filial power, there 
is a noble victim worthy thy aim, who, 
if he lives, will give my kingdom a ter- 
rible blow. Go, my ſire, Death replied, 
and proſper; for if fate oppoſe not my 
darts, I will diſpatch him, though he 
were a king. To prevent that, Satan 
replied, is the cauſe of my Journey. 
Haſte, let us fly through the regions of 
the duſky air. 

They mounted a ready car, and rolled 
onwards, the clouds wide opening as if 
aſtoniſhed, and earth trembled to its 
centre at their dire arrival. The aſſaſ- 
ſin Death often hurled his unerring darts 
at decrepid age, the kind parent, and 
the noble benefactor. Sometimes, envi- 
ous of youthful enjoyment, he would 
mark the blithful hope of a princely fa- 
mily, who promiſed to be an honour to 
his country. Paſſing by the fond couple, 
united by virtuous "love, and cemented 
by tenderneſs, he would draw his ſharp 
ſword, and prepare to cut the OT. 

not 


his darling ſpouſe, the royal Zenobia, 
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| knot aſunder, diſregardful of prayers 


and lamentations. Though Hymen had 
lit the marriage torch, and all the graces 
were attending a lovely virgin to the 


altar: though the happy bridegroom 


was exchanging vows of laſting love, 
yet what avails her blooming beauty? 
the cruel tyrant, ere they had taſted the 
chaſte raptures, which Hymen made 
their due, would pierce the boſom of the 
fond bride, raviſh all her beauties from 
her adored perion, and preſent the diſ- 
tracted bridegroom witha clay-cold corps! 


Nor would he ſpare innocence itſelf; for 


when the beauteous babe, ſmiling in its 
tender parent's face, was ſucking at her 
fond breaſt, remorſeleſs he would pierce 
its little heart, and enjoy its pangs. 
Meantime Alfred had nobly improved 
the faculties of his mind, by the acqui- 
ſition of the moſt uſeful knowledge ; and 
had delicately bettered his nature, by re- 
fraining from criminal indulgences ; by 
firmly grounding his heart in religious 
principles, and by performing daily acts 
of benevolence towards men, and duty 
to his God. While he was ſitting near 


With 
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with his beloved children, ſurrounded by 
his friends, and was perfeCting a plan of 
legiſlation, and methods to render the 
nation happy; inviſibly, conducted by 
the enemy of man, in came death! 
Marking out the prince, Lucifer cri- 
ed, that is the great object of our jour- 
ney. Ten thouſands have prepared his 
path to fate; now ſtrike the fatal blow, 
and let him follow. The dart of de- 
ſtruction recoiling in his hand, Death 
ſtarted back averſe, ſtruck with a kind 
of horror to deſtroy the hope of nations, 
now ſtudying their good amidſt his 
faithful friends; Death become unwilling 


to ſnatch him from his dear children, 


and beloved wife. 

Lucifer cried, give me, O daſtard, 
thy javelin, and I will perform the dbed, 
though fate oppoſed my paſſage. What 
of divinity is there in that mortal which 
ſhould arreſt thy arm, and thus unſelf 
thee. Strike then the blow, and aſſert 
thy kingdom, leſt fate and fortune 
ſnatch the ſceptre from thy hand, and 
beſtow it on one more ſuitable to the of- 


fice of deſtruction. 
Death 
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Death thus provoked, aſſumed his 


wonted air of terror, and grinning hor- 
rid conſent, took from his copious qui- 


ver a direful arrow, and lightly darted it 


in the noble breaſt of generous Alfred, 


Both fled like dark aſſaflins i in the dead 
of night. Death retired to his gloomy 


temple, and the demon winged to his 
vile compeers, boaſting of his bad deeds, 
and feaſting on the triumphs of ap- 


plauſe. The prince's guardian genius 


ſtarting, ſaw the direful deed perform- 
ed; with pity to the prince he was no 
longer permitted to ſhield from the ſtroke 


of death; and nature was overſpread 


with a deep gloom. Alfred ſoon found 
himſelf ill. The princeſs was terribly 


alarmed; ſhe invoked the powers above 
for her deareſt lord's preſervation, and 


ſent for the ſons of Eſculapius, who 
gave the tender wife hopes of his reco- 
very. He grew better: joy enlivened 
the boſom of Zenobia ; his friends re- 
vived, and his children were delighted, 


But ah, falſe flattering promiſes, that de- 


ceived to plunge them more deeply in 
ſorrow ! for the prince took a fatal re- 


lapſe, and grew worſe, till the phyſici- 
ang 


— — _ 
« 8 _— . 2 —— ITE 8 — 


224 PASQUIN. 


ans deſpaired of his precious life. His 
dear offspring were drowned in tears. 
His faithful friends drooped. The nati- 
on itſelf was in the greateſt conſternati- ' 
on, for now he was univerſally beloved; 
ſo amiable, ſo good, ſo patriotic was 
his dear character. 
But all language would fail, to deſ- 
cribe the agonizing miſery of Zenobia, 
which ſhe ſmothered in her boſom, fear- 
ful her loved lord ſhould diſcover the in- 
tenſeneſs of her grief, and be affected at 
her diſtreſs; while conſtantly at his bed- 
ſide, the languiſhing voice of affection re- 
queſted her to retire, leſt ſome fatal ma- 
lady ſhould ſeize her lovely perſon, more 
dear than is own. The prince, inſtead of 
getting the better of his diſorder, found 
himſelf ſinking. The phyſicians were 
doubt. The nation was in deſpair; 
while a thouſand prayers were put up to 
heaven, that he might be ſpared. 

He required a laſt adieu of his boſom 
friends, who, penetrated with the utmoſt 
ſorrow approached; and the prince being 
compoſed to the ſolemn occaſion, thus 
ſpoke: The great emperor of all uni- 
verſe, in whoſe diſpoſal are the lives of 

princes, 
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princes, now in the rectitude of his Pro- 
vidence calls me from 'this earthly abode. 


That I leave my family with regret, is a 
tribute which the heart naturally pays to 


. pious love. That I muſt quit you, 0 


my worthy friends, from whoſe wiſe 
counſel I have received ſo much benefit, 
and not confeſs the pain of grief, would 
be ungrateful : but that I am doomed 
to forſake my country, in the diſorder 
which I wiſhed to rectify, would fill my 
ſoul with anxiety, but that I knew the 
ſame Providence,. who ſnatches me from 
its relief, is able to raife up from among 
you, ſome godlike patriot in the hour of 
need, who fhall mount the breech of 
danger, and reſtore Alba to its wonted 
conſequence. Be to ſuch, my friends, 
for ever aſſiſting, and as much as lies 
within your power, ſupport the plan 
which we have long ſtudied for national 
good. Farewell, and let your loyalty to 
my ſon witneſs your affection for the fa- 
ther. The prince ſaid, and they retired 
overwhelmed with ſorrow. 3 
When his lovely race came to take 
leave of their affectionate father, young 
as they were, copious tears ſtreamed from 
r 7” wear 
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their eyes; which had ſuch an effect 
upon the parental prince, that in ſpite of 
all his efforts, his firm reſolution for- 
ſook him, and a flood of tenderneſs 
melted his heart. But recovering him- 
ſelf, he embraced. and bleſſed them. He 
beſeeched the father of mankind to be 
their director, and recommended virtue 
and reilgion to their ſincereſt conſidera- 
tion, Then addreſſing himſelf to his 
eldeſt ſon, a noble youth, he thus ſaid: 
As you are to inherit the throne, from 
which 1 am receding, I ſhall ſpeak to 
you more as a king than a ſon: though 
on my bleſſing, I recommend fraternal 
love, with filial obedience, to the beſt of 
mothers, who as ſhe loves thee with too 
much tenderneſs not to ſtudy thy good, 
has too much ſenſe, judgment, and 
knowledge, to be deceived in her ad- 
vice. When you are king, you will 
find your happineſs encreaſe in proporti- 
on, as you ſtudy the nation's welfare; 
the plan of which long taught by me, you 
underſtand. Ever hold ſacred, liberty 
and prerogative, Deteſt war, but to 
protect commerce and the colonies. 
Great Britain wants no ally. But to keep 
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up the balance of power between king, 
lords, and commons, 1s a ſtudy wn 


the beſt of men. 


Adieu, then my dear ſon, I leave you 
to the care of the ſupreme Being, for in 
rightly knowing your relation to him, 
you will more perfectly learn your duty 
to yourſelf and ſubjects. Now tears hin- 
dered the paſſage of words, and embrac- 
ing his beauteous offspring, they retired, 
watering the ground with their tears. 

But now a greater taſk remained, to 
part from the affectionate partner, to 
whom he had been long united, in the 
bands of undivided love. He ſurnmon- 
ed up all the reſolution of his ſoul. At 
length, though dreading the terrible 
moment, ſhe came with that dignified 
aſpect which appears ſerene in the worſt 
of diſaſters, as in humble obedience to 
divine commands ;. yet mingled with an 


-air of majeſtic ſorrow. 


When the royal mourner approached 
the bed of ſickneſs, the prince ſaid: ever 
welcome Zenobia to my fond eyes, who 
Joy to behold thee once more; but 
whoſe orbs. muſt ſoon be ſet in darkneſs. 
O, my deareſt life, let us ſubmit to the 

F3 - - will 
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will of heaven with reſignation. To 

leave thee is my chief regret, concerned 

that I deprive thy worthy brow of a 
romiſed diadem. 

When the immortal ſpirit takes its 
flight from this terrene abode, it wings 
away to happier ſeats, whence the train 
of evils are baniſhed, and where blooms 
perennial bliſs. Seperated here O my lite, 
let us aſſure ourſelves, that in thoſe hap- 
Py regions we ſhall meet, never more to 
part; and there enjoy unſpeakable rap- 
tures, 1n a finer union of ſoul, more de- 
licate and more exalted than the inter- 
mingled painful pleaſures of this abode: 
Adieu then beſt valued gift of heaven, 
till there we meet; and dry up thy ſor- 
rows in the care and affection, by which 
thy ſons demand thy utmoſt aſſiſtance. 
And may heaven on you all ſhower 
down its choiceſt bleſſings. 

The prince ſtopped, and Zenobia ten- 
derly embraced him ; but perceiving a 
ſtorm of paſſion coming faſt over her 

heart, ſhe retired. And now the prince 
found theſe great efforts had weakened 
his powers ; after performing ſacred rites 
with the holy prieſt, he reſigned himſelf 

| | to 
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to his fate: and then the angel of death 
opened the door of life, and let out the 
ſpirit of Alfred, which ſoon quitted theſe 
troubleſome domains, for happineſs more 
exalted. 

Thus expired the moſt amiable prince 
of his time. Even foreign nations bewail- 
ed his death; but what tongue, what 
language, where Eloquence herſelf muſt 
fail, can expreſs when he died, the con- 
ſternation, the ſorrow, which penetrated 
the hearts of the worthy ? who behold- 
ing all things going to ruin, looked up 
to "him, both to ſave them and eſtabliſh 
their loſt happineſs! It is beſt to draw a 
veil over inexpreſſible grief—and ſay, 
they piouſly eſteemed him as the father 
of a country, which wanted a father 

But it would be a juſt tribute paid to 
his memory to declare, when he departed 
he left not behind him a better man; 
whether conſidered as a parent, huſband, 
maſter, friend or patriot ! 

Bewailed by all ranks of people, 2 
nobleman of taſte and genius, his faith- 
ful friend, wrote the following Ode the 
day after his demiſe; which was moſt pa- 


thetically {et to muſic by a great doctor. 
F 3 ODE. 
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ATRON of freedom and of wit, 
Thee, Alfred, ſhall the Muſe forget? 
No—Fir'd by thee in ſprightlier lays, 
Gay poets ſung Saturnian days; 
Already Science, hand in hand, 
With Art, had Freedom's temple plann'd: 
All wore an univerſal ſmile ; | 


Such were the hopes of Alba's Ile, 


But now, fince fate has wrapt in night 
The nation's and mankind*s delight ; 
Since death, O Alfred, pierc'd thy heart, 
Wit droops—and Freedom feels the dart 
Corruption, who had ſpread her wing, 

To fly before the patriot king; 
Her flight, now doubtful, ſtops awhile— 
Adieu the hopes of Alba's Iſle! 


Exp of the ELsvenTH Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
Germanes ſends tutors to the prince, who 
quarrel; and Longinus ſuperintends the 
great affairs unperfected by the death of 
Alfred. Zenobia conciliates the Caledo- 
nians, who are noglected by Germanes. 
Britannicus is carefully inſtructed. Alba 


in confuſion by wars; is ſaved by , a great 
genius, and Germanes dies. 


'T HE death of the prince gave he 
better part of the nation a terrible 
blow. Let 2 would be at the head 
of the ſtate, whether from want of parts 
or integrity, or from the preternatural 
bias, which the obſtinate hand of Ger-: 
manes put upon affairs; in mending one 
part they made another worſe. This 
the worthy beholding, they had no hope 
but in Alfred, the tenour of whoſe con- 


duct promiſed them ſpeedy redemption ; 
P 4 but 


„ 


but when he died they were drove to 
deſpair. Indeed the king himſelf was 
affected for the loſs of a ſon who never 
was undutiful; who only loſt his confi- 
dence, by not complying with meaſures 
which his honour and conſcience told him 
were wrong. 

The king now conſidered Britannicus 
as his heir, and accordingly he appointed 
about his perſon ſeveral of his own way 
of thinking, who were initiated in the 
maxims of an unſound court. Theſe 
politicians vainly hoped to bring up the 
young prince to their hand; but they 
were miſtaken, Britannicus had not ſo 
learned politics from a better father. 
Young as he was, he heard their plauſi- 
ble leſſons with diſregard. 

But ſoon they diſagreed among them- 
ſelves, and gave up the royal charge. 
Then thewprince was at liberty to have 
thoſe, whoſe ſentiments were agreeable 


to the idea of education, which was im- 


1 


printed on his tender mind, by his in- 

dulgent father. | 
Now one of the moſt worthy pre- 
lates was called to attend his royal 
education, not by the intereſt of the 
great, not by the artful cabals of party, 
not 
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not by the arts of a fawning adulation, 
but merely by a modeſt inoffenſive merit, 
void of the oſtentation of vanity and ſelf- 
concit; humble without meaneſs, polite 
without ſervility, and gentlemanly with- 
out pride. To theſe he joined ſenſe, judg- 
ment, and learning, with an affability 
that was his paſſport in every ſtation, as 
piety was the natural bent of his guileſs 
heart. This prelate, out of duty, re- 
vered his royal pupil, but he loved the 
youth for the goodneſs of his untainted 
difpoſition ; and it was his joy to inſtruct 
him in that ſcience, which beſt teaches the 
improvement of human-nature, and fits 
a perſon to be a worthy man, a king, or 
an angel! | 
| Meantime the royal mourner Zeno- 
bia, arouſed from that cloud of grief 
which over-ſpread her heart, and now ex- 
erted the faculties of her extenſive mind, 
to give her royal fon an education ade- 
quate to the high office which he was 
ated to accept. Agreeable to the re- 
commendations of her deceaſed lord, 
with a judgment putting worth due en- 
quiries, to aſcertain the certainty of ſup- 
poſed merit, ſhe retained in her ſervice 
the noble Longinus; who, with the late 
prince 
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prince his friend, was an enemy to the 
meaſures of the court. 

Though born an Alban, he was of 
northern extraction, deſcended from part 
of the expelled family. By encouraging 
the worthy among the diſaffected, he 
ſecured an intereſt, which the wrong po- 
licy of the king diſregarding, had almoſt 
overturned the throne. Longinus, ra- 
ther robuſt, was far from handſome, 
The powers of his mind, naturally good, 
were improved by the acquiſition of 
knowledge, whether that which adorns 
and poliſhes manners, or extends the in- 
tellects. With a comprehenſive under- 
ſtanding, he had a ſound judgment, full 
of penetration. To a moſt conſummate 

rudence he joined a maſterly reaſon, 
that had long ſubjected his affections; 
from which he was no friend to vice, no 
dupe to folly, nor ſlave to paſſion. 

By the aſſiſtance of ſo judicious a per- 
ſonage, who ſo well underſtood both the 
late prince's plan of education, and ſyſ- 
tem of politic's, Zenobia carried on the 
inſtruction of the young prince, and in- 
itiated him for a noble throne. On his 
ductile mind, capable of every good im- 

preſſion, 
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preſſion, ſhe ſaw that he became ſted- 
faſtly grounded in the religion of his 
country, purified from ſuperſtition. She 
ſaw that he gained ſufficient acquaint- 
ance with thoſe polite arts, which 
awake and guide a fine taſte, in regard 
to the elegancies of life, which give dig- 
nity to common actions, and diſtinguiſh 
from the vulgar. That he learned to 
underſtand men, manners and opinions; 
and that he ſtudied the hiſtory, conſtitu- 
tion, laws, and politics of his native 
country, its power, riches, trade, con- 
nexions, colonies, and every thing rela- 
tive to government. 

She was aſſiduous to give her royal 
pupil right notions of the maxims of his 
grandſire's reign, that he might the more 
worthily guide himſelf, when he became 


the governor of a great, but often a tur- 


bulent people; too apt to be the dupe 
of deſigning men, whether in politics or 
religion. Thus Longinus delineated with 


preciſion the bad effects of that govern- 


ment, which in every thing, and every 
perſon, had ſeperate intereſts; but all 
ſhooting wide of public good, and was 
little elſe but a wicked combination to 


plunder 
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plunder the public, every one winking 
at the vile enormities of another, that he 
himſelf might commit the ſame, or ſhare 
in the ſpoil; and crying out for conti- 
nental war, at once to pleaſe the king, 
and enrich themſelves; regardleſs of the 
diſgraceful taxes they forced on the peo- 
ple, the precious lives that were ſacrific- 
ed, and the dangerous ſituation to which 
they were reducing the kingdom. But 
he ſhewed, that a few of the late prince's 
friends -would, with deep penetration, 
detect their licentious profuſion of pub- 
lic monies, with the ſpirit of eloquence, 
and the firmneſs of the beſt of Romans, 
in the worſt of times. | 
From this, the philoſophic preceptor 
drew the wiſeſt deductions for the be- 


. - Nefit of his royal pupil. Alba, ſaid he, 


owes its greatneſs to commerce, the pa- 
rent of all its opulence, and amazing 
riches: and while commerce opens for 


Alba exhauſtleſs mines of treaſure, he . 


becomes a bulwark to defend his dona- 
tions; for it 1s to him, that ar all times 
the navy finds a ſure ſupply, in which is 
the natural defence of the glorious iſland. 


On no account in the world, ſhould 
Alba 
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Alba be induced to quit her beneficial Ml 
element, that like a wall, girts her round i 
the beſt of fortifications, ever friendly in 1 
its protection, from its worſt of ene. 
mies, and where ſhe ever gained the | 
greateſt glory. Alba then muſt never 
war on a uſeleſs continent as a princi- lil 
pal. He who propoſes the pernicious if 
1dea, 1s an enemy to his country, or 1g- | 
norant of its true intereſt, 

If dangerous ambition attempts to 
cruſh a ſinking ally, aſſiſt with your ad- 
vice, protect with your ſanction, and 
with your authority threaten the bold 
invador: nay, lend your millions, and a 
ſmall part of your forces, but go no 
further: for the very people you have 
ſaved, may become your worſt enemies, or 
moſt perfidious friends. Do the beſt for 
your own country, and leave the reſt to 
Providence. But though the ſoldiery 
are leaſt to be regarded in a tradin 
nation, yet never truſt the wretched 
Carthagenian maxim, to have hirelings 
fight your battles; therefore it is ne- g 
ceſſary, in caſe of tumults and invaſions, 
to breed a ſmall choice body of regulars, 

Which, 
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which, with a proper militia, are the beft 
defence for king and country, | 

It is then alone, that Alba ſhould 
glory in her maritime ſuperiority, The 
lea is the natural element of intrepid 
Albans, It 1s there they grow into lions, 
ever victorious, all the world over; for 
in unity with itſelf, with a great king, 

Alba may there deſpiſe the force of all 
the world in arms. There reſults a truer 
glory to the nation in the ſucceſs of ſome 
of its frigates, than from continent victo- 

ties, though gained by its great duke, 
renowed for ſuperior genius, who de- 
ſtroyed his million, and took a thouſand 
towns. Let. naval grandeur then, O 
prince, employ all thy ambition. You 
may gain by a defeat on the ocean, who 
turns every thing to thy benefir, more 
than by a victory on the continent ; 
where Alba has been exhauſting her trea- 
ſure, apd ſpilling her beſt blood, for the 
moſt ungrateful and perfidious people 
on the face of earth. 

Let the princely merehants experi- 
ence a favourite encouragement. As the 
Albans, from the dearneſs of labour, 
muſt be underſold in foreign markets, 

there- 
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therefore, O prince, the colonies require 
thy utmoſt attention. They are to be 
cheriſhed as the favourite offspring of a 
mother country, who muſt regard them 
with the tenderneſs due to children; 
protect them from inſults, guard them 
from danger, and aſſiſt them in every 
exigence. | | 3 | : 

Therefore as dear children, they ſhould 
be dutifully ſubje& to their ſuperior 
parent, who muſt bear over them due 
authority, wiſely reſtrain their ſetting up 
manufacturies, and fruſtrate their vain 


7 N 
Tx 


deſire of independence: for were: they” 


once deſerted by their mother counts or 
ſeperated, they would ſoon be ſwallowed 
up by a foreign power, and reduced to 


a ſlavery which Alba defefting to ſuffer, 


ſcorns to inflict. | 

Happy, O prince, would it prove, if 
amidſt the abundance introduced by 
merchandize, you could ſtem the over- 
flowing tide of luxury, which follows 
the proſperity of trade. Great things 
often bear within themſelves the princi- 
ples of their diſſolution. If commerce 
raiſes a kingdom, the luxury it brings 
cauſes its ruin. Though many can go 

through 
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through adverſity with becoming digni- 
ty, few can bear the ſmiles of  proſperi- 
ty, and be temperate, for ſhe is the pa- 
rent of luxury, from whom deſcend vo- 
luptuouſneſs, immorality, and impiety, 
who own no public bur ſelf. If theſe 
are out of the reach of thy ſceptre, I am 
Sale 1 they will be diſcountenanced 
by thy virtuous example. With ſuch 
lectures as theſe Longinus entertained 
the attentive ear of his: Toyal pupil. 
. Meantime the king's fate drew him 
on the continental plains, though ill ſuc- 
dee met him there ſo often; and 
by Miniſtry at home ſeemed as if they 
were trying how far the nation Yea 
ſtretch without breaking. Though the 
kingdom lingered under the moſt danger- 
ous diſorder, yet the ſtate empiricks con- 
ſidered nothing, but how to gain their 
exorbitant fees; and ſo far from admini- 
ſtering proper remedies, they preſcribed 
poiſons, till it was reduced to the moſt 
languiſhing condition. | 
Now every thing wore a dreadful 
aſpect; the people were diſcontented, and 
the voice of complaint grew clamour- 


ous ; the little being done to anſwer 
their 
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their great expectations, being by the 
navy. Taxes were exorbitant, but were 
ſquandered to no good purpoſe. State 
affairs grew complicated, and there was 
not one man at the head of office that 
was equal to the taſk, or had a genius 
turned for great tranſactions: though cun- 


ning as Lucifer, to fiſn perquiſites to 


their own uſe, they were bewildered in 
the extenſive buſineſs of national affairs. 

In a veſſel their folly had rendered 
leaky, theſe ignorant pilots had ventur- 
ed out in a tempeſt, on a moſt danger- 
ous ſea, that every moment threatened 
to involve them beneath its billows, daſh 
them on rocks, or fink them in quick- 
ſands; while a thouſand enemies ſur- 
rounded them, that if they ſhould eſcape 
the rage of ſtorms, to wreak on their 
blundering fouls uncommon vengeance. 
All the officers were confuſed ; the ad- 
miral himſelf was thrown into the .ut- 
moſt conſternation, conſcious of the 
danger, but unable to find a remedy. 
Stupid in perplexity, void of reſource in 
every exigence, and deſtitute of genius, 
as well to execute as plan, all his choſen 
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officers were found wanting, in the dan- 
gerous hour of trial. 

Diſtraction now ſeized the high ad- 
miral; and finding himſelf betrayed by 
his officers, without reſource in kimſcl? 
and very little las for confidence, 
in a providence he very ſeldom conſult- 
ed, he was almoſt drove to deſpair. In 
this diſtreſſed ſituation, one of the friends 
of Alfred, as if by heaven inſpired, of- 
fered to take the * from the bung 
ling hands of the bewildered pilots. Tho- 
the admiral and his crew bore an aver- 
ſion to his perſon, becauſe, faithful to 
the prince, and the cauſe of honour, he 
diſdained a coalition, and with the ſpirit 
and eloquence of Demoſthenes, expoſed 
their bad adminiſtration; yet they were 
forced to accept of his offers. 

When he ſtept aboard the foundering 
ſtate- ſnip, his reſpectable preſence inſpired 
confidence in the drooping people. He 
ſpurned the vile party from before him, 
called in the friends of honour, and glo- 
riouſly exerted himſelf, His mighty; ge- 
nius demanded an occaſion ſo critical, 
and his vaſt capacity found room for em- 
Ployment. With the greateſt * | 

E 
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he ſeized the helm, ſteered the ſhattered 
veſſel ſafe into port, and delivered the 
admiral, and his crew, from the deſtruc- 
tion into which they had almoſt run 
themſelves. . 

It is amazing that it ſhould be poſſi- 
ble for one man, though poſſeſſing the 
moſt extenſive abilities, the cleareſt head, 
and the beſt heart, to raiſe a nation, from 
the loweſt pitch of deſpondency, to the 
molt elevated expectation ! He no ſooner 
rook the reigns of the adminiſtration in 
his hands, than hope revived in every 
boſom, and national credit was ſoon re- 
ſtored. The dreadful gloom that en- 
wrapt the kingdom was diſſipated, and 
the murmurs of diſcontent ſubſided into 
ſoft tranquility. Thus, in the dead of 
night, black ſtorms ariſe; the moon is 
ſwallowed by clouds of darkneſs; faſt 
ſhowers fall impetuous; lightning ſhoots 
angry from the pavilion of night, and 
thunder rocks the mountains: but the 
bright ſun ariſing, ſcatters the dreary 
ſhades of night, arreſts the red lightning, 
and huſhes the loud thunder; till reſtor- 
ing ſweet peace, the god of day new 
gilds the ſcene, while birds hail him 
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he riſes, flowers ſhed fragrance over his 
paths, and nature rejoices at his glorious | 
preſence. 

Now misfortune and ill ſucceſs were 
driven away, and in their ſtead aroſe 
proſperity, under whoſe favourable in- 
fluence all things took a happy turn. 
But as the king's patrimony was next his 
heart, as he was infatuated with an idea 
of keeping up a ballance of power, and 
had dabbled in an iniquitous ſcheme of 
partition, it was impoſſible for the great 
commoner to diſentangle the nation from 
the continent which he hated, and againſt 
which he always exclaimed; but em- 
ploying the enemies there, he gained an 
eaſy acquiſition of their trade and colo- 
nies, till they had ſcarcely any to defend. 

Never was any adminiſtration more 
happy for a nation; never any more to 
the glory of a great man. He demand- 
ed vaſt ſums of money, and they were 


. granted; little of which was embezzled, 


weakly employed, or prodigally laviſh- 
ed. Thus ſtrengthened by the ſinews 
of war, ſince the continental connexion 
could not be broken, he kept it up with 


Pan, and it anſwered expectation, tho 
2 - dearly 
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dearly bought. But while he was em- 
ploying the arms of the enemy on land, 
he puſhed on conqueſt after conqueſt, 
all around the favourite element of the 
Albans, who terribly beat the Gauliſh 
fleets, took their fortreſſes, over-ran their 
iſlands, and conquered with the utmoſt 
rapidity the northern empire, their be- 
loved darling, for whoſe fake they lit up 
again the flames of war, after a deceit- 
ful peace ; and their 1 iniquity fell on their 
own heads. 

Nothing manifeſted ſo much the puri- 
ty of his intentions, the ſtedfaſtneſs of 
his patriotiſm, and the grandeur of his 
oreat mind, as his leaving the people 
at liberty to elect their repreſentatives ; 
for a premier is no longer ſuch than 
while he has a majority in the ſenate. 
Other miniſters gained that majority by 


the force of places, penſions, ſtars and 


garters; but totally reſting on a noble 
conſciouſneſs of merit, of unſhaken fide- 
lity, and uncorrupted virtue, he more 


than man ſcorned the ignoble but almoſt 


neceſſary ſtep, and the public made a 
free choice, for he did not over-awe, in- 


fluence, or corrupt one ſingle elector! 
| "- ol 
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So different was he in all reſpects from 
the deteſted Volpone ! Happy for Alba, 
ſhe has now a prime miniſter, who being 
the favourite, and the pupil as it were of 
the great, ſtateſman, emulates all his con- 
duct, and manifeſts his own great ca- 
pacity, would the times give him ſcope. 

This noble conduct, which reflected 
the higheſt honour to the judgment and 
integrity of the commoner, enabled him 
to elect the man of genius, and the ſon 
of merit, out of obſcurity, by which his 
great plans were carried into execution, 
and accompliſhed by people adequate to 
the deſtination. As he aſked no. votive 
favour, ſo he laid himſelf under no obli- 

gation; and though the moſt connected, 
was the freeſt man alive: thus he had 
places to beſtow as the reward of merit, 
not the barterage of honour ; and ſuch 
were the glories of his ſucceſs, that ſcarce 
a month arrived, but what added to his 
triumphs. Solid triumphs of utility to 
the country, not the pompous victories 
of a coſtly glory, uſeleſsly obtained on a 

diſtant continent, by ſome Mindelheim 
prince of moſt extraordinary endow- 
ments, 
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ments, whoſe every conqueſt added a 
heavy link to his country's chain ! 

But time which brought on theſe ſuc- 
ceſſes, was ſhaking the king's hour-glaſs; 
his laſt ſands were moving to the focus, 
and ſuddenly ruſhed through the fatal 
cavity. Then Death, at the ominous 
ſignal, ſeized his keen ſword, and cut the 
monarch's heart-ſtrings, who fell to the 
ground, and died ſuddenly, to the con- 


ſternation of thouſands, who through 


him ate the bread of idleneſs, lived on 
the fat of the land they had almoſt ruin- 
ed, and enriched themſelves by the la- 
bours of the induſtrious. Thus died a 
king, who purſuing a ſet of foreign noti- 
ons, had without intentional injury, twice 
almoſt drove his kingdom to deſtructi- 
on; once by a terrible rebellion, and 
laſt by a continental war. Therefore, 
to give him the beſt character poſſible, 
is to ſay the leaſt of his character poſſi- 
ble, and cloſe upon him the book of re- 
membrance : for in the ſcale of juſtice, 


the good will not preponderate the evil. 
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